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MAIDEN ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENC.:Y PRINCE OLAGUNSOYE OYINLO
OCCASION OF HIS INAUGURATION AND SWEARING-IN AS THE THIRD E_
GOVERNOR OF OSUN STATE ON THURSDAY MAY 29, 2003

Today is the day that the Lord has chosen; we will rejoice and be glad indeed. Today brings ta
end, an erain our history, marking, of course, the commencement of a new era. The old orderhas ‘
therefore changed, yielding place to a new one. We thank God Almighty, for giving us the gra : stration will unfold as
and privilege to be part of this historic occasion. ; et by the immediat

After the turbulence occasioned by the last electioneering campaign, the battle has been lost an
won. We are here together again as brothers and sisters in one-love family, the large an - THE L.;C_‘SERVICE,NLCA
extended family of Osun State. : :

se this public forun
| therefore welcome all of you here present to this historic and epoch-making ceremony of th _"eal_to our brother
change of batons from one democratically elected government to another. Even though there ha and order suspenc
been occasional political tension, it is gratifying to note that there has been no bloodlettin
Osun State. Two months ago, nobody would have believed what is now happening.

Pessimists would say the heavens would fall or that there would be brimstone and fire. But
who believe in God, hold fast to him in prayer and supplication and God in his infinite mercie
brought us happily to this destination. To God, therefore, be the glory.

| wish to acknowledge your massive and impressive support for the Peoples Democratic Party:
evidenced by your remarkable decision to embrace the PDP at all levels in the last pools. | thank ol
very much sincerely for your support, encouragement and the very warm disposition shown to th
Peoples Democratic Party in Osun State. | join hands with our administration in our task of buildin_g
just and egalitarian society where our people will not be oppressed or denied their rights. We
poised to set new standards and bring back once again, an era of peace and prosperity.

5% and 20% cc
he 1% of June, 20

: rvice Review Pan:
Itis most gratifying to note that for the first time in a long while, the people of our dear State hz make appropria
chosen to align the government at the centre. This development, will undoubtedly im 4
positively on the physical and general development of Osun State. It is the policy of the PDI C
administration in the State, to cooperate fully with the Federal Government in our avowed . “‘xglli be paid without

determination to improve the standard of living of the citizenry.

I am of the strong conviction that with all of us working together and with God being with us, itah line with the princi
shall place Osun State on the path of progress. | therefore solicit the support and cooperation of
the good people of Osun State, particularly all the interest and pressure groups to enableé
administration achieve its set goals and objectives. Kindly permit me to observe that Osun Stafe
our dear State yearns for development. Events of the past clearly point to the fact that ours 2
requires a vibrant leadership that is totally committed to the well being of the polity. | wisht
assure you all that | have studied critically the various activities of government in Osun State ang

has arrived at the conclusion that the task ahead is enormous but achievable.
addressed- devel

My fellow citizens, the immediate major thrust of our policies for priority attention will be S bout 60% of these rr
Security, Water-Resources, Transportation, Agriculture and the provision of an enablig toremove these compl
environment for the socio-economic development of Osun State.




m now, the in-coming government will take the following policy

lies as a matter of urgency. Firstly, the Head of Service is hereby
ns immediately with the NLC with a view to resolving the differences
he NLC to facilitate the immediate resumption of duty.

: from January 2003 till the present time will be examined and reviewed
%(Inclples of fairness and equity.

nittee received over 100 memoranda in a spate of two weeks. Some of these
i velopmental proposals and administrative reforms and other vital
memoranda however centred on alleged injustice in our system. We
mpletely or reduce them to the barest minimum in the shortest possible
w Panel will be set up immediately with appropriate terms of reference to

in 3 months of this administration in the following areas.

rovision ' of




- -.Frnm tho Troasuresof thaheart......

(a) The Civil Service.
3 Polytechnics, Tr
(b) The Teaching Service and SPEB. e

‘ ) men will hold shc
(¢ The Local Government Service. I

(d) The Judiciary. : NERS AND £

' STATE ASSEMBLY AND THE JUDICIARY

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, it is the desire of our administration to ensure that thef
arms of Government work together in harmony. The Judiciary, as the citadel of justice ang
Legislature, as the law-making organ of Government will be accorded the full cooperation o
Executive in the discharge of their functlons They will be encouraged to decide and delibe
with courage and sincerity. The Legislature will be inaugurated in the next few day /|
i proclamation.

gv oped How:
t’d!sc:pllnes to de

BOARDS, PARASTATALS AND STATUTORY COMMISSIONS

" The Boards of all Parastatals are hereby dissolved, and political appointees relieved of §
appointments. The accounts of the Boards, Parastatals and Commissions are hereby froze
further notice. Such Boards, Parastatals and Commissions should await further directives. [nifi
case of dissolution of the Boards of the Civil Service Commission and the Judicial Senie
Commission, a definite pronouncement will be made in due course.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRANSITION COUNCIL

In many Local Governments, there have been reports of the execution of spurious pro
witnessed with full collusion of the Transition Committees and connivance of the councils'offid
As a fall-out of this, and in order to prevent further sabotage, all members of the Transf
Committees in all the 30 Local Governments are hereby relieved of their posts. The Directop:
Personnel Management are hereby directed to take over, pending further directiv
Secretaries to Local Government Education Authorities are similarly to hand-over to their Dir
“for Finance and Supplies (DFS). The accounts of all the existing 30 Local Governments in 0
State and Local Government Education Authorities are hereby frozen.

MEETINGS WITH SOME ORGANIZATIONS

This administration places a lot of confidence and has expectations from some organlzatl
statutory bodies in the State. These bodies include:

_ (a) Traditional Rulers
(b) Religious Leaders
(©) The Nigeria Labour Congress
(d) Senior Civil Servants

(e) Vice Chancellors of Universities and Chief Medical Directors of Teaching Hospitalsit e to develop the rura

State, and cdev
cdevelopment of our ¢

Rectors, Registrars and Union Leaders of Federal, State Colleges of
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wish to run an administration that is compact, focused and efficient. [t will also be
ntin all official conducts. To this end, ablue printon all aspects of Governmenfr functions
Hebe!oped.- However, this blue print will be further subjected to a committee of experts

nt disciplines to develop implementable programmes with specific measurable milestone.

oduct of this exercise will constitute the agenda for our Government.

y ensure that the {hié

adel of justice and e
full cooperation of
. decide and dell

» next few days: ce of commissioners and special advisers will be.based on their level of qualification,

party Iyalty and ability to deliverin adynamic administration that we havein view.
tress that our administration will not be distracted by criticisms. We teAquia"e constructive

‘make us stay on the right path. However, this administration'wirl not welcome
intees relieved of ed proposals that are not in consanance with our party's programmes and policies from
; are hereby fro { ’

urther directive : s .
0 draw our inspiration and strength from the real people, the unheard and unseen
antto see our dear state progress. | have faith-that God is on our side and-we shall

ion of spurious p
e of the council
smbers of the I
r posts. The Dir ‘ [ administration attaches greatimpo_rtance to our traditional institutions because
able contributions to the peace and progress of their areas. In this connection, we
in motion the machinery for the re-constitution of the Osun State Council of Obas
cal Governmen :

m some organizationsaft casion of today also affords me the opportunity to assure that our administration is
ntaining law and order in this State. This new administration js determined to.

of lives and properties as part of its plans to create an enabling environment for
ent. : :

nen, permit me to submit that a nation that cannot feed itself is not worth being
We shall appraise our approach to agriculture with a view to making Osun State
food production. [ wish to emphasize that this new administration will utilize
p the rural areas. Our administration will encourage a private sector-driven
tor with the ultimate objective of improving our collective fortunes for the socio-
lopment of our dear State.

of Teaching Hospitals .

.ges of

and lamentable that our Royal Fathers have been degraded and relegated to.the




- Fromthe Treasuresof the heart......

EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES

My dear people of O
administration. | see

pport, we shall mak

In line with our policy of putting in place an egalitarian society, | want to affirm that we shall, b
the grace of God, run an administration that is characterized by fairness, firmness an
responsiveness. The education sector will be reinvigorated and rejuvenated to ensure that th
future of our children is safeguarded. We will discard the policy which discriminates aga
certain subjects in the liberal arts while also pursuing an educational programme that woul
promote science education. Our institutions will be properly staffed and run so that the future'é
our children will not be putin serious jeopardy. .- ionglive the Eedieral f

‘ lly, 1admonish yo

Distinguished Ladies :

At this juncture, | wish to reiterate the fact that our administration will be committed to the
Il ) concept of visioning and planning, especially tenacious long range planning and purposef}l
implementation of our programmes. In this regard, a qualitative free health programme backe
up with the availability of drugs, dressings, equipment and staff will be provided in our hospital
and related health institutions. Itis our plan to establish a drug manufacturing industry as pa
our plans to rejuvenate the health sector. Our plan is to build a virile and health citizenry thal
would contribute meaningfully to the development of Osun State.

Let me use this opportunity to invite willing investors who may wish to participate in busines
ventures in Osun State to feel free to move over, as an enabling environment will be created fq
| their investments and appropriations. A framework for their operations, including the nece_ssglly
| incentives has been drawn up.

I assure everybody that policies in all aspects of human endeavour will be tailored towards the
development of man and his environment. Haphazard policies would be jettisoned for cohere"
and purposeful ones aimed at realizing a speedy economic growth of Osun State. | wish to asse
that our administration will accord the necessary attention to the solid minerals sector to prom
an all-round development and exploitation of the vast deposits of solid minerals which aboun
our State. | promise that our administration will initiate love, peace, cooperation, discipling;
sincerity and the practice of true democracy so as to steer the State along the path of true ang
visible development. | wish to acknowledge the contributions of the media, particularly membeis:
of the Fourth Estate of the Realm to my emergence as the Governor of Osun State. | salute you
your courage, fortitude and demonstration of support for the entrenchment of an enduring
democratic culture in our Country. | assure you that we will remain the best of friends. Howev
enjoin the Press, as watchdogs of the society, to practice responsible journalism that respects
ethics and professionalism. Let me therefore, appeal for the cooperation of the press with
assurance that our administration and media will remain partners in progress.

CONCLUSION

Fellow citizens, you will undoubtedly agree with me that the task ahead is a daunting one wh
must be prosecuted with every seriousness and sincerity. | enjoin you to be strong, resilienta
courageous for there is much to dare. Let us jointly meet the demands of our time with fai
courage, patience, determination and gratitude to God for seeing us thus far. | charge all of us
break new grounds to strengthen our dear State socially and economically.

I'wish to assure the generality of the masses that | and my able Deputy, Erelu Olusola Obad

work together in harmony for the success of our administration. | have found Erelu Obada tobe
loyal and supportive lieutenant who is willing and capable of working for the development ofo
dear State.




THOUGHTS OF AGOMMITTED LEADER -

sun State, | want to thank you all once again, for your warm disposition to our J
< for your continued love and cooperation with the firm belief that with your
e the desired progress. | promise never to disappoint you.

wuty, Eréh,l ‘
ave found Erell







INAUGURAL SPEECH OF MR. DONALD DUKE ON THE ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE A
GOVERNOR OF CROSS-RIVER STATE ON MAY 29, 1999.

Moments ago, the ought of office was administered to me as Governor of Cross River state. Thisis a
position of honour and great responsibility for which | thank everyone who has made it possible.

)
| eit®r this office with humility, albeit, with a strong sense of responsibility. It is a great day in my life. It

is a great'day in the life of this state. It is a great day in the life of this country.

As this ceremony is going on, similar ceremanies are going on in thirty five other States Capitals of this
federation and the nation’s capital, Abuja. It is certainly a new dawn in the life of this country. We thank
God Almighty for making this possible.

Today marks the beginning of Nigeria’s fourth Republic. Together with other parts of the country, we in
this state have borne grim results of Nigeria's chequered history.

But a new day is here. A new dawn is here and God helping us, we here are going to make a success of
it.

Cross River is a historic state. It is a State which our fathers fought for and won for us. | salute the
founding fathers of this State, the body of men and women, many of whom are now on other side of the
great divide, who dreamed great dreams out of which present day Cross River State was born. They
dreamed the dream of our children seating together and eating happily at the table of a common
destiny.

They dreamed that the children of the rich and the children of the poor, the young and old, the noble
and plebeian, the farmers and fishermen would join hands in a network of peace and prosperity.
Although some are no longer in flesh. | very much feel the presence of their spirit with us. | remember
men like Professor Eyo Ita, Chief Michael Ani, Chief Michael Ogon, Dr. Okoi Arikpo, Chief L.L Murphy and
others too numerous to mention.

Some of them literarily gave their lives — they gave everything they could, their time, their wealth, their
experience, their connections to see to the creation of this state. | believe they are watching us to see
what we are going to make of this current experiment. It is the seed they planted that we are now called
upon to water.

Many, many years ago, at a venue which | believe is not too far from this podium, the British colonialist
sat to administerthe whole country of Nigeria from the then National capital- Calabar. One would have
thought that we would have a lot to show for in terms of social, educational and infrastructural
development. today Cross River is termed a by-word for neglect. All evidence that this was once the
proud administrative capital of Nigeria has all disappeared.

Although the nations capital could be taken from us, our history has not been taken away from us. And
it is that history that should inspire us now to rise anew as we prepare to enter into the new millennium.




This is a historic year. It is the last year of this decade, the last oear of this century and the last year of
this millennium.

Therefore, | call upon al Cross Riverians, Irrespective of political, ethnic, social and religious bias, to join
hands with me to create in Cross River State, a land that will be the pride of nation. It can be done and it
will be done, God helping us.

In doing this, | intend not to lead from the rear but from the front. With the belief that only the best is
good enough for Cross River State. My dear brothers and sisters, | have no illusions that it wil be easy, it
will not. it will be tough, but we are going to rise higher than our problems. There are developmental
challenges. Within the next four years, | intend to work determinedly to destroy the foundations of
ignorance, Poverty, Disease and Unemployment in our midst.

Schools have to be built. A lot of our school-age children roaming the streets all over this state have to
be put in schools. They will be put in school if necessary, compulsorily. The future of this state in a
decade or two will be in their hands. Therefore, we cannot afford them not being educated. Teachers
and non-teaching staff have to be retrained and equipped.

Unemployment has to be tackled. Consequently jobs have to be created. Within the course of our first
year, | intend t put before our legislature a novel proposal to create close to half a million jobs in
agriculture and industry. We shall not provide a workshop for the devil and it is my intention to put him
out of business in this state, permanently. God is on our side.

Nevertheless, we need to put in place machinery to effectively combat crime for the peace of our
society. Houses have to be built. Thousands of them. In a world in which some people are talking of
literally going on vacation on the moon, many of our people are still living in mud houses with thatched
roofs, this is totally unacceptable. It is unacceptable to me, it is unacceptable to my party and it is
affront to human dignity. Your government under my leadership intends to do battle in this front.

In the health sector, the vast majority of our people are still having to rely on the local or traditional
herbalist that ministered to our grandparents some 100 years or more ago. While thanking local health
workers for their services, | wish to remark that on the eve of a new millennium, that is not satisfactory.

Roads have to be constructed — rural roads linking up urban roads, both to make life easier and faster
for our people and to facilitate the distribution of farm and other products from the rural areas to our
cities and vice versa.

By United Nations definition, the majority of our people are living below the poverty level. Basically this
is defined in term of quantum of calorie intake, housing, literacy, per capita income etc. in all these
departments; we do not have much to show. That is why it is the intention of this government to build
out the present Cross River a new Cross River State- a true biblical Canaan of the 21st century.

To achieve this, there is no way that we, i.e my party and | alone, can ensure this bold transformation.
That is why I'm calling on my political colleagues and friends of other political persuations to step across
the party line and embrace this vision. Party congresses are gone. Electioneering campaign are over, the




elections themselves have been concluded. The days of scoring political points are now at rest. Cross
River belongs to us all and we are going to build it together.

Our people bless them; have a problem that one hand cannot lift a load to the head. How true this is- |
therefore call on my erstwhile political adversaries to join hands with me to put forward ideas and work
with me to create a truly better life for our people.

In this regard also, | sound the bugle to all our people in the diaspora to remember their homeland and
think how best they can contribute even from the diaspora to realize this vision.

Now we need a lot of resources to be able to do even half of what this government intends to do. But do
not intend to do half. We intend to do the whole. So, it goes without saying that taking a cue from all
the declarations of our president, there would be no room for corruption. Cross River State’s money will
serve the people of this state and not prvate pockets, including mine.

I'am not perfect and so my make mistakes, but | want to assure you that whatever mistakes | may make,
will be the head not the heart. | pledge to serve Cross River State and its citizens, male and female,
young and old, rich and poor to the best of my ability. | pledge the greatest good of the greatest number
of our people for every minute of the four years or the 35000 hours of this term.

I do not claim to be the best in the state. | do not claim to be the smartest. | do not claim to be the most
intelligent. But | do claim to be totally committed to the upliftment of Cross River State, for the total
eradication of want, ignorance, disease and poverty among our people.

| offer my honesty, my integrity, my sense of mission, my youth, my vitality, my transparency. | shall be
available to look after the interest of the state every, 24 hours every day, 7days a week, 52weeks a year
and throughout these 4great years that began moments ago.

I have no doubt projected before us an ambitious agenda and tightly so. For | am a young man and if the
young cannot dream dreams who will? For as the holy book says, in the last days, young men shall
dream dreams. So here we are. It could justly be asked — where shall the resources to fund these dreams
come from? it is not a original question. Some 10,000 years ago. A wise old man led his son to the city
gates to make sacrifice to the Lord. At the site his son asked this same question — “ Father, here we have
the wood, we have the fire, we have everything else, but pray, where is the lamb for burnt offering.

We all remember the answer of this wise old man- “The Lord Shall provide”. And from the Chinese
comes a saying that is very much applicable to our situation today, it is this. “The journey of a thousand
miles begins with a step”. My lord Chief Judge, the outgone State Administrator, My Lords Spiritual,
Royal Fathers, Fellow Citizens of Cross River State, we have already taken the first step. May God help
us. | thank you all.




third Executive Governor of Kogi State.. The glory
belongs to Him. I salute all the people of Kogi
State, men. women and youths, who God has used in
various ways to elect me to pilot the ship of this State
for the next four years. May Allah reward each and
every one of you bountifully.
House which started a couple of years ago ended on
April 19", 2003 in a free and fair election which was
won and lost. 1 salute my fellow.contestants,
especially the immediate past Governor, Prince
Abubakar Audu, whose Conduct was devoid of
rancour and unpleasanmes In any contest, there
can only be a winner: however this victory belongs
not only to me or the People Democratic Party, but to
all Kogites irrespective of party affiliations.

I am aware that the expectations of our
electorate is very high, yet my administration is very
much aware that the task before us is a daunting one.
My experience during my campaign trips showed
me the seriousness of the task before us. My
administration is inheriting a state whose indigenes
are severely divided against itselfon ethnic grounds,
frustrated by a comatose economy, extreme poverty
and lack of basic amenities, © The only- viable
industry in the State is the highly demoralized,
intimidated, politicized and brutalized public
service that had remained docile for effectlve
contribution to growth.

Yet we shall not be daunted. Yes, we shall
not be intimidated because we have the human and
natural resources to address these political, social
and economic problems. We shall not be frustrated
by these problems because we individually and
/~collectively have the/will ar nfd/df?ennmati‘on to lift
/. our people from the bondage of poverty, hunger,
ignorance and disease. Indeed we shall together
restore, ifi no distant future, that confidence \and
productive spirit in all Kogites, one which ‘has
eamed us respect and sometimes envy i m the past

My dear people of Kogi Stalfe even wheu we
are justifiably angered by the ,sttua"non inKogi State,
we must not lose focus of where we warit to get to.
On my part. given you:r mandate and gulded by he
constitution, rule ofi\law and the fear of God. my
administration sh'ah"“‘wgorously and steadfastly
work towards transforming the 'State, within the
corporate _entity of-a- umted ngena into a viable,
sustainable and prosperous geo political economy
with the wealth

@ulﬁlled. his promise by makmg 1t
— possible for me to stand before you as the

The race to Lugard

_state_equitably and fairly

ON MAY, 2003

shared amongst a people living in ‘peace and’
harmony, sharing common values and destiny,
irrespective of ethnic andreligious differences.

- To this end, I pledge to run an administration
that is open, transparent, accountable, efficient and -
above all, humane. A critical ally in our pursuit of
good governance will be the bureaucracy. We must
therefore prepare and strengthen the public service

‘at both the local and ‘State Government levels,

psychologically, to provide the necessary back up
for my administration. -The civil service will be
restructured to reflect our commitment to a
transparent, accountable, corruption free services to
the State. Meanwhile, I have directed an assessment
of all outstanding salaries and allowances due to all
civil servants with a view to making payments, as
soon as possible. Similarly, all payments due to
pensioners are being compiled for payment.

To our royal fathers there is no need for them
to be afraid. My administration will always respect
and uphold the dignity of our traditional institutions -
and ensure that they are insulated from partisan
politics.. The injustice in our traditional institution
will be addressed to ensure their relevance to their
communities. Iam therefore soliciting the supports
and cooperation of our royal fathers in maintaining
security’ and promoting peaceful co- cx1stence '

. amongst all tribes and rehglons

In the coming days ahead, I will address the
people of Kogi State to elaborate on my
administration policy thrusts with specific -
pronouncements on some burmng issues that will
begin to move the state forward. " Also I will start
intense consultations with all members of all sectors
of the economy and society for a collective salvage
mission of Kogi State.

Finally, I want to pay tribute to the former
Governor of the State, Prince Abubakar Audu, for
his effortsin the State. He has tried his best. What is
left for us 1is to make a remarkable difference in all
aspects of life in Kogi State.

After all politics has to do with power that
belongs to God. Divine power in the hands of
human being is justified only in view of service,
never for domination and less still for personal gain
and selfish interest alone. This is my sacred pledge

as Governor of Kogi State. May God help us all.
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Our New Dawn
Maiden Broadcast
By Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu, Sarkin Yakin Keffi,
The First Executive Governor of Nasarawa State,
Lafia, Nasarawa State,
May 29, 1999.
My Dear People of Nasarawa State,

The oath of office | took this morning as the first executive
governor of our beloved state, is a covenant for a dedicated and
principled service to the people of this State. That covenant
makes it incumbent upon us to be transparent in our duties and
to be fully accountable to the people all times. Itis a covenant
we intend to respect and uphold. During our campaign for this
exalted position, our constant prayer to the almighty Allah was
that He should stop us from receiving the mandate of the people
if He, the all-knowing, knew that we would not use this position
to serve our people honestly with all our strength and with the
fear of God. The people having given us the mandate, we are
convinced with all modesty that Allah in His infinite wisdom
knows that we will be true to our word, our oath of office and our
covenant with the people. We willdonoless.

We find it necessary to emphasise the fact we did not seek this
office because we have any reasons to believe that we are
wiser and more competent than anyone else in our state. We
did so that we may be given the opportunity and the privilege to
lead a team of dedicated political office holders and technocrats
in the greater service of our people. That wish having been
granted by all the people of this state, | havetoday become the
leader of the new team on whose shoulders'it has pieased God
to place the burden and responsibility of meaningfully
developing our state and lifting our people from the quagmire of
years of neglect, depression, deprivation and under-
development. We lay no claims on the monopoly of wisdom in
tacking the urgent and crucial tasks ahead. Our actions, our
vision and our plans will be the sum total of our collective
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Dreams and aspirations as a people. Democracy is a participatory
government. Full participation in governance will be the principle of
our administration, which is people oriented. Let no one hide their
dreams for a greater Nasarawa State from Us. We promise our people
honest and dedicated, transparent and accountable leadership. We
promise to lead by example and not by precepts. Honesty shall be our
watch ward. Transparency shall be our gospei. Accountability shall be
the banner of this Administration. Good and responsible governance,
no matter the odds and the constraints, shall remain our ultimate
objective. The cankerworm of corruption has eaten deep into the fabric
of our nation. This virulent disease, the bane of our social and
economie development, shall find no home in this state under our
administration. We shall fight it. We shall remove it and we shall
destroy it.

We make these promises: fully aware of the fact that similar promises
which were made and broken in the past have naturally made our
people cynical about such undertakings. But we believe most
sincerely that with the un-alooyed support and co-operation cf the
people of this state, we shall make a difference and restore the
people’s faith and confidence in the words and promises of their
leaders at all levels of government.

We took over the administration of this state today against the
disquieting background of the recent strike action by our civil servants
over the vexed issue of a minimum wage. Happily, the workers have
since returned to work but unhappily. the disruption in government and
social services during the strike inflicted serious damage on the state
and left it in a state of near-pa-ralysis. We have been saddled with the
repair of this damage. This is unfortunate, to say the least We
recognise and respect the right of workers to ask for what they
consider to be fair wages from their employers and to employ
legitimate means at their disposal to obtain their just reward. Our civil
seivants exercised that option with mixed results in their recent
confrontation with the state government. The government acceded to
their demand but some of their colleagues lost their job. Obviously, the
civil servants did not bargain for this regrettable turn of events. We
want to assure our civil servants, however, that we shall revisit some of
the administrative actions taken by the former administration in its
dying days and redress all glaring cases of injustice or victimisation.

i
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This administration believes strongly in dialogue as a productive-

process in the redress of grievances. We shall, therefore, set up a
forum to promote a fealthy and productive dialogue between the
government and its employees because we cannot progress in an
atmosphere of mutual suspicionor avoidable crisis.

Aslsaid in my inaugural address this fnorning, we are on the threshold

ofanew beginning. We have begun the jouifiey. We must now worry

about where it will lead us and how we intend 0 get there. In
preparation, we have begun the process of setting up machinery of
government to meet the exigencies of a civilian administration.

Changes will be made in the administrative machinery inherited from

the military regime to re-orientate the civil service and refocus its

energy in the desired direction of efficiency, effectiveness,
transparency and accountability. Key appointments in the

administrative cadre will also be madé soan to enable us get off to a

quick start in the implementation of our prograitime of action. These

changes are designed to ensure that round pegs are put in round
holes in strict adherence to the following objectives of my
administration:

(a) the evolution of a clear socio-cultural philosophy, coherent
principles and ethics for the achievements of stability, good
government, transparency and accountability and the
Efficient management of resources;

(b) rapid development of basic infrastructures in the urban and
rural areas,

(c) enthronement of equity, justice and fair play in the conduct of
government business;

(d) the refocusing of the collective energy of the people for self
-actualisation in the context of self-help and self-sustenance;

(e) rapid educational, industrial, agricultural and economic
development of the state; and

(H the empowerment of all ssgments of the society a catalyst for

poverty alleviation.
There is no doubt that morale is very low in the civil service. Our civil
servants face problems of transportation to and from work.
Inadequate housing has turned hundreds of them into squatters.
Since the creation of the state, no training programme has been
worked out for the civil servants.
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We intend to quickly respond to thesa problems. We shall restore arm
heighten the morale of ur civil servants Dy addressing the problems of
fransportation and housing AMong others.  Wa shajl set up co-
cperative shops for the benefit of oy servants. Goods in these shops
shall ba soid at subsidised prices i them, \We shaj) also evolve o policy
of providing assistance to oivil sar anis for the aducation of their
children.

Under nur democratic dispensation, the ludicizry is the thirg arm of
government. it is a very importansarrn hecause it is the last refugs of
the common man. Over the vears, however, the judiciary in our country

has generally not heen ully accordad jtg pride of place. Human and
material resources are wesitlly inadequata in the judiciary. Courts are
Aot progerly furnished and aquippsd ayr iudges are stjll subjected to
the antiquated s stem of recording court araceedings in long hand,
Ccnsequently, morale in the judiciary fike in the rest of the civil service
is very low. ‘

We have Mapped out plans io (ackle e nioblems oﬂhejudiciary inour
state. We shall take steps to imprava tha wellara of our judicial officers.
Our courts will ba properly furnished and &quipped to make them
conducive for the highty demanding Intailectual work of judicial officers.
We recognise and welcoma the willingness of many people to serve
this administration in vanous capacities as political appointess, But let
me sound a note of caytion hars. All of ys cannot be commissioners or
Speciai advisers. We havea eniy nine minisiries in this state. We do not
intend to create mora ministriss merajy to accorimodate all those who
want o sarve as CeMMIzsionars. We do not intend to have 3 bloated
Sureaucracy. Instead, wa will maintzin s alim buteffective bureaucracy.
This means, therafore, that only a aw persong will be chosen from

2mong those who want o serve ai commissioners ang special
advisers or other public office holdars But we do not need to be
commissioners or special advisers i, contribute our quota to the
development of the state. Whatever igh w2 hold must be regarded as
2n opgortunity for service, Evary p 715 a5 important as any other
provided that we bring to it hard work ; anasty and dedication.

As the first indigenous geverncr of this state | 2m fully aware of the
€xpectations of our People in my government. These rising
expectations gre 5 Censequence of vaars =f neglact and depression in

this part of tha country. Thirty-cna ; 13 2lter the craation ofour state,

there is till not much to show foritintarms of physical davelopment, J
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These rising expectaticns
saivation lies in the hands
sclution to all our problem
cannot be repaired by executive fiat in one day. Years of military rule
have conditioned us to EXpect government tc do 2verything and achieve
uits with immediate effect. |t 's, howaver, instructive that
ihe application of that magic pnrase, not much has

ueen achievad with imimediate effect Curund er-development remains a

with cur probler;
nanagementofp
simportantio v
ne monthiy intersa
| This paitry sum of

A peopie. Thare is no known magic in the efficient
S0PIE and resources.

:ine fact that tha state is in dire financial straits,
generated ravenus is ahout four million Naira.

Op of water in the vast =Cean of our needs. To make
© URESUTY Is more or lesg empty. Heavy financial
he former military administrator of the state on

of this SNy staie o

O insIsre

C waste energy ang resources in probing the .
drministeation. However, we shal theroughly audit the *
nall have g good and LCmprehensive picture of the
we lCoK aver the state administration. The audit
1=nt of state's assets’ liabilities ang commitments. It will
and the state of abandoned projects. |t is
= government sworr tg transparency and

Siration does riot intend o institute cosmetic changes for the
ohemerzl rew
Ut mora importaritly, we recognise the need to hasten slowly.
ina democracy with all its checks and Galances, no governor

A% Mmust be subjected to public debate in the House
3 public scrutiny. in the circumstances; we need to
and with the administration as we demilitarise
onal psyche and |
‘erinmeantbusiness.

embly as weij

. therefore, refiect the people’s belief that their
of this administration. Inour anxiety for urgent
S, letus rememter that the ravages of the past
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Systematic approach must be found to dea|

ddedto cur m anthly share from the federation

bensfits to the people means that our
ces have beern; fuily committed. The sum total
is that financiaily, we are starting from a point

nere we are starting from and with what
"2 of public applayse. We recognise the need

on the stage of governance. Major policy

stitute once again, the norrnal process of
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Thereisa Roman saying that
lack roads, w

were Cynically mijs
application of reg
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Those of our civil Servants who contributed to the mismanagement of
our financial and other fesources should be ashamed of themselves,
They have abused the sacred trust of the people. They cannot expect
merey from this administration.

e next few weeks, this administration  will enunciate z
hensive programme On our new direction. There will be

5

‘ceused and Pragmatic and aimed at re-awakening in the
pecple the culture and tradition of industry, self-help and self-reliance.

availabie to the government can be poured into one sector and it would
have the impact of a bucket of water thrown into the ocean. Therefore,
the need for a creative and pragmatic approach to these challenges
has become imperative.
The following programmes shall be undertaken in the first one hundred
days ofthis administration-
|

Nater Suppiy: improvement in the water supply scheme in the state
capital, Lafia as well in Akwanga, Kokona, Keffi and Doma; the setting
up of task forces on rural water supply and the ré-organisation and
funding of the state water board.

Roads: government shall set up 2 direct labour agency for the
rehabilitation of roads in local government headquarters as wel| as
inter-communal roads.

Education: the setting up of a data bank in the ministry of education to

Heaith: renovation of existing general hospitals and the provision of
essential drugs to hospitals, clinics and dispensaries throughout the
Lstate; improvement in the primary health care delivery system: the

setting up of a task force on environmental sanitation and the
ermpowerment of sanitary inspectors.

7
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Poverty alleviation: capacity building and income-generating
programme aimed at inculeating in the people the virtue of self-help
and self-sustenance.

The essence of this programme is to make the impact of the
administration felt in all nooks and corners of the state in the shortest
time possible and re-energize the people. This government is, to all
intents and purposes, a grass-roots administration. As | said this
morning, our people shall remain the centre-piece of all our
programmes and policies. We shall involve the people in our every
programme and policy. We shall remain close to the people and
monitor their heart beats at all times. We shall be pro-active and not re-
active. We will manage the lean resources of the state for the maximum
benefits of all the people. We will not throw money at problems. We will
not raise the people’s hopes only to dash them. We shall marry speed
with the need for consolidation so that our programmes will stand the
testoftime.

This administration recognises women are critical factors in the
developmental process Unfortunately, our cultural and other norms
have more or less relegated our women to the background in our state.
This is unhealthy for a meaningful and comprehensve development of
our state. No modern state can deny the role of women as agents of
social development. As mothers, they are critical to the training of our
future leaders. We shall. therefore. without offending our norms,
reverse the current trend by instituting programmes for accelerated
women education and economic empowerment in our urban and rural

areas

As part of our comprehensive policy of educational programme, this
administration shall actively promote sports and recreational
developmentn all our educational institutions  Sporting activities have
become unifying factors in the global village All our educational
institutions will be assisted to set up sports and athletic clubs to helpin
developing budding footballers and athletes Wealthy indigenes of the
state shall be made partners in our sports develcpment by donating
trophies and other prnizes for inter-state sporting and athletic
competitions We promise that we shall put the state on the sporting
map of Nigeria in the first one yearof our administration

8
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My dear people of Nasarawa State, this administration welcomes all
foreign and indigenous investors who wish to exploit our natural and
agricultural resources for a rapid industrialisation of our state. We shall
assist such investors by removing the administrative bottle necks to
facilitate their work. We shall also provide an investor-friendly
atmosphere so togethet, we shall exploit our God-given resources for
the progress of our people.

Our state is a mini-Nigeria; a happy home to numerous ethnic groups.
This rainbow collection of tribes must be a source of joy and pride to all
of us. Yet we are fully aware that our differences in tribes, tongues and
religion have often been cynically manipulated by those who believe
they can best reap from the field of crisis. We appeal to.such people to
desist from their cynical manipulation of our people. Those who cannot
work to unite us must not seek to divide us. Our ethnic pluralism should
be our strength and not our weakness. Though our tiibes and tongues
may differ, we are essentially members of one great family. The
meaningful development of our state is the progress of all of us.

The reverse is also true. | repeat, let us emphasise those things that
unite us and de-emphasise those things that divide us. No tribe in this
state or indeed, in the entire country, can go it alone. We need one
another. Our constitution recognises this and has fully provided for the
pluralistic composition of government at all levels. We must not be
afraid of our cultural differences. But we must not use them as excuses
to discriminate against others. Whatever progress one tribe makes at
the expense of other tribes will only translate into a weakness for the
whole state. Our strength is in our diversity. Our unity is the pillar of the
rainbow collection. Once again, we appeal tc those strife-torn
communities in our state to put away their guns and swords and return
to the round table with us so that we can resolve the differences and
ensure the reign of peace and tranauility. Peace is essential to the
progress of ali societies. And a peacefui soiuticn must be found to our
communa; probiems.

Orice again. we call on our royal fathers torise up to their challenges in a
modern state. They must use their exaited and revered positions to
forge and sustain the spirit of brotherhood, co-operation and unity. This
i administration shal! continue to hold them in high esteem and will treat
| them accordingiy.

L e, A A N it 5
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us welcome it in the confident belief that
we as begin this important journey into the promised land and
with trust and hope in God, we shall overcome all teething
problems. May God help us in the true, honest and dedicated

service of our people.
Thank you. Good night.

This is é new dawn. Let
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TRIUMPH OF DEMOCRACY

Four years ago, when | took my oath of office as the first executive
governor of this state, our country had just emerged from aimost fifteen
years of uninterrupted military rule and joined the democratic club world-
wide. Four years ago, Nigerians took the irrevocable decision to enthrone
democracy and be ruled by the leaders of their choice at the three tiers of
government. On that day, we stood on the threshold of a new beginning
promised by democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law. Today,
unfettered by the ill-wishes of those who wish us ill, democracy marches
on in our dear country with its feet getting firmer and steadier with the
increasing confidence of all Nigerians in its ethos. Our vote for democracy
was, and remains, an irreversible choice by Nigerians for Nigeria.
Nigerians, una do well.

We are gathered here this morning to celebrate the end of the first
four years of democracy and ceremonially welcome the beginning of a
new term. The journey to this day was sometimes rough, tough and even
frustrating. But we soldiered on in the firm belief in democracy as the best
form of government devised by man. We have arrived, not at the fork in
the road to nationhood but on the highway towards our dreams as a
people and as a nation. Let us pause and give thanks to the almighty God
for this day and for this occasion. In His wisdom He made this day and this
occasion possible. Despite the teething problems of nursing and
nurturing democracy, we have every reason to believe that we have
overcome. A brighter future shines on the horizon for our country. With
God's blessing, we are forging one united nation on the anvil of our
collective sweat; it is a nation tempered in the crucibles of our collective
determination. This is the triumph of democracy.

The governmentand people of Nasarawa State, join millions of our
dear compatriots throughout the length and breadth of this great country
in celebrating this occasion that marks a giant step for our nation and its
democracy. Our country is coasting towards the future as a united,
democratic, prosperous nation. We predict that Nigeria is in the process
of taking up the mantle of African leadership, which slipped out of its
hands in the years of political uncertainty and dictatorship. Our country
will always be the pride of the black race and a beacon to the struggling
peoples of the developing world.

&
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TRIUMPH OF DEMOCRACY

The 2003 general elections are Over throughout the country. Their
successful conduct is a credit to all Nigerians. We have forced the
doomsayers to eat their words. The current protests over the results by
those who lost areé normal and do not in any way invalidate our right to be
proud of the conduct of the polls. The losers are only being human.
Democracy gives the people the legal right and the freedom to choose
their leaders from among candidates of the various political parties. It is
the culture of democracy that those who willingly submit themselves to
the people's choice respect the choice of the people. If the people's
choice is not respected, the will of the people is subverted and democracy
is the loser. In ademocracy, the people's will freely expressed through the
ballot box cannot be subordinated to individual interest. That path leads to
dictatorship; to which we say perish the thought.

We join well-meaning Nigerians and say to the disaffected
politicians: please seek redress only through the legal channeis open 10
you. Neither the cause of democracy nor of patriotism will be served by
personal grievances expressed in the manner of the dog in the manger.
True patriots are xnown oy their willingness to let iheir love for their
satherland dwarf their yauntng ambition for leadership. These are
honourable men. Let their ;rcnouncements be honourable. Let the
means to the end they seek be ncnourable and edifying.

We welcome your Excellencies. my iords, temporal and spiritual,
your royal highnesses. elected nonouraple members of the national and
state assemblies, distinguished 1adies and gentlemen to this historic
inaugural ceremony. A few minutes ago, my deputy and | took our oath of
office as governor and deputy governor respectively of our peloved state,
Nasarawa. Our administration has been oorn again by the will of the
neople of Nasarawa State. 'Ne give special thanks to all the good seople
of this state who freely and overwhelmingly renewed our mandate for a
second four-year term in office. We receive our renewed mandaie with
sincere gratitude. It fills us with a sense of pride and numility. But our
victory atthe polls is also your victory. Your unequivocal supportforus and
our party, the Peoples Democratic Party. PDP. gives us the courage to

face the challenges ahead. We acknowledge your support for all our .
policies and programmes in the past four years. That support makes the |

burden we bear lighter. And your understanding gives US the push
6 |
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TRIUMPH OF DEMOCRACY

towards the Promised Land. Working together and supporting one
another, we will, insha Allah, reach that land sooner than later. We pledge
our continued selfless service to you and the state.

We sincerely congratulate Chief Obasanjo who begins his second
term in office today. We congratulate our brother governors of the other
35 states. We welcome, in particular into ourfold, the eight new governors
who were elected into their first term in office. To the president and the re-
elected governors, we say happy survival.

Thisis a defining momentin the political history ofChiefObasanjo.
When he assumed his exalted office as our president four years ago, he
was regarded largely as a political orphan who did not enjoy the support
of his own people and lacked a political base and, therefore, held office at
the behest of political godfathers. He has proved that he is an astute and
calculating statesman rather than a politician. Today he has achieved a
political feat that eludeqd some of the great names in Nigerian politics. He
nas brought the south-west geo-political zone into the mainstream of
Nigerian politics and established a formidable political base which can no
longer be ignored. For the firsttime in our political history, the Yoruba have
abandoned their traditisnal opposition and joined the rest ofthe country in
one happy political party family. Not even Napoleon could have done this.
The president is a large-hearted politician and a true statesman in the
strictest sense of that over-used word. Fate has managed to thrust on him

country to the envy of lesser men. The 2003 elections must be the icing on
his political cake. We salute Mr. President.

We salute the people of the North-Central zone for once again
delivering the zone in its entirety to the PDP in the |ast elections. Itis not
for nothing that this Zone is better known as the Middle-Belt. This belt
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holds the country together. The leaders and people of this zone have
never refused to give of their best to this country. Men of timbre and
calibre from this zone have headed the biggest political party in Africa, our
beloved party, the PDP, in succession because the good people of this
zone have earned the confidence of the rest of the country. We assure
fellow Nigerians that this zone will remain the zone that is eternally central
to Nigerian unity and the belt with which the nation girds its loins.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, it would not be immodest to
say that we have carved a niche for Nasarawa State in the politics of this
country. At critical periods in our recent political history, this state and its
people stood shoulder to shoulder with the forces of national unity.
Indeed, our principled stand on the attempted impeachment of the
president and the ill-conceived attempts to prevent him from exercising
his right to offer himself for re-election helped to pull this country back
from the brink. We acknowledge, with gratitude, the backing of the
overwhelming majority of our people for the role we played in these
matters. We will continue to play a central role in the politics of Nigeria. We
will never submit to the forces of disunity. And we will not hold the candle
to anyone or a group of persons in matters of our national unity and
progress.

But permit us to observe that today the new political leaders of the
north face critical challenges in the politics of Nigeria. Owing to recent
mistakes and political miscalculations, the region is fast losing its
commanding role as the power broker in the country. We must restore the
political integrity of the north otherwise the region faces the bleak
prospects of becoming irrelevant in our national affairs. We cannot afford
to see the north consigned to the back burner of Nigerian politics.
Anything that denies the north its place as a power broker in our nation is
unacceptable. The time has come for the old and the new and the aspiring
leaders of the north to admit their mistakes and miscalculations and
forgive themselves. We must re-assert ourselves and rescue the region
from being thrown into the political dust bin.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, the oath of office we took this
morning was not a democratic ritual but the renewal of the bond forged
four years ago between our people and us. As leaders of our people at all
levels, we must never forget the saying that to whom much is given, much

J\:s .

2ND TERM INAUGURAL SPEECH 2003




TRIUMPH OF DEMOCRACY

is also expected. We have received much from the people and we must
give back much more to them. The expectations of our people for an
instant transformation in their lives and circumstances through the magic
of the democratic process remain very high. Let us resolve not to
disappoint them. Let our oath of office today be a constant reminder to all
of us of our individual and collective commitment to the Nigerian project at
all levels. To move our nation forward is the task that our people have
imposed on us by giving us the mandate to serve them. It is a task from
which we cannot run away. The fate of democracy in our country is in our
hands. We must go beyond the call of duty, if need be, to protect and
defend it and when our time is up and our duty is done, we should be
proud to hand over to future generations a robust democracy without
stain.

The end of the elections must also mark the end of crass partisan
politics in Nasarawa State. We are in different political parties but we
remain members of one great family as indigenes of Nasarawa State.
Politics must now give right of way to good governance and the welfare of
the people. Those who lost at the polls should not, and must not, allow
their loss to affect their willingness to serve the people. Winning an
election is not a condition for serving the people; therefore, losing an
election cannot abrogate anyone's right to serve them. Losers and
winners must now join hands in the service of the people. We urge those
who lost at the polls to join us as we embark on the consolidation of the
gains of the last four years in our state. As we pointed out in a special
broadcast after the elections three weeks ago, there is room on the deck
for all citizens of this state to contribute their quota to the development of
the state. Let us put our hands on the deck for a greater Nasarawa State.

Atthe beginning of our first term four years ago, we acknowledged
the yearnings of our people for the basic social amenities of modern life
such as potable water, electricity, health and educational facilities as well
as roads, which had been denied to virtually all communities in the state.
The yearnings were the primary reasons why we sought the mandate of
the people to serve them in this exalted position. We promised to tackle
these problems as part of a comprehensive development package of the
state. We pledged to give a good account of our mandate to the people. At

o
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every point during our first term, we kept the people fully informed of our
progress in our development programme. This is not the occasion for
reeling out our achievements. However, this ceremony Is evidence that
the people renewed our mandate based entirely on our record.

It is not immodest to say that we have Kept our promises to the
people. We have made tremendous progress throughout the state. Our
people-oriented programmes have taken development closer to the
people, especially where it matters most, the grassroots. In most parts of
the state today, people are enjoying the basic social amenities. Where
there was darkness, there is now light courtesy of our rural electrification
programme. Water borne diseases are losing the battle against our
people because our water supply programme has freed many
communities from their helpless dependence on unwholesome sources
of water supply. Our light of rapid educational development has put the
darkness of ignorance to flight. It bears repeating to say that Nasarawa
State University, Keffi, is the jewel in the crown of our educational
development. We were roundly condemned by those who argued that the
state did not need a university of its own. Our decision to set up a
university was not taken on the spur of the moment. It was carefully
thought out and fully supported by expert studies on our needs. We offer
no apology whatever for our decision to set up the state university. A
university is a citadel of learning and as such it has always played a
central role in the development of societies. For us to move our state
forward, we need indigenous manpower at all levels. The university is the
best institution for the training of this manpower for the state. In any case,
the giant strides we have made in secondary school education would
mean nothing if the products of these schools cannot find opportunities to
further their education. Our decision is right. Our footis on the right path.

Our health care delivery system is a source of pride to the
government and the people of the state. Qur twin-pronged preventive and
curative health programme is the bulwark against common ailments and
diseases. Health delivery system is within the reach of almost every
community in the state today.

We have made no secrets that we subscribe to the Roman saying
that civilisation follows the road. But our objective in road construction is
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more modest. In our own idiom. social and commercial interaction follows
the opening up of inter and intra-community roads. We have delivered on
our promise here. Foot paths have given way to modern inter-community
roads throughout the state. Ladies and gentlemen. this state is truly on
the move.

P

with these steps taken by the government. We note also that there is stil|
Some agitation for the creation of more local government areas. We have
examined some of these petitions and come to the conclusion that there
are, indeed, deserving cases that cannot be ignored. We will not ignore
them. We refer in particular to Agyarargu-Tofa, Agyaragu-Tasha and

7 possible to grant the wishes of the ethnic groups that deserve new
chiefdoms.

& T
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The race is on because there are still great Challenges ahead of
us. Itis not time to reston our oars because it is stili 5 long

and the sea of political intolerance andg ethnic differences js still choppy.
Even as we Mmake enviable progress in the state Some elements in oyr
midst continue to fuel ethnic crises in some parts of the state. The evil
objective of these apostles of violence js #o halt our progress and portray
our state as ungovernable. These same elements also yse misguided
youths to sabotage our development and social projects. In the recent
past, they attacked rural electrification and water Projects. So far, they
have failed to realise their unholy ambition because all of ys say no to
them. Butlet no one think they have g
vigilant. It is the price we must be willing to pay for peace in our state. It

125
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bears repeating: there can be no progress without peace. In the immortal
words of that great American, the late Dr. Martin Luther King, we say to
you: From the hills of the northern senatorial zone to the flat lands of the
southern senatorial zone, let peace reign. From the rolling farmlands of
the eastern part of the state to the semi-savannah region of the western
part, let peace reign.

We must continue to reject the forces of disunity. We must wield
the unity of the state with the electrode of our iove. We must replace
mutual suspicion with mutual trust. We must make our differences in
tribes and tongues the link in the chain of our collective destiny and not
the source of ethnic crises. The rainbow collection of tribes in our state is
anotadivine mistake. It is for a noble divine purpose. Our state mustbe a
beautiful reflection of the divine colours of the rainbow, not the unsightly
sight of self-destruction.

Today we begin the journey into our second term. with renewed
hope and invigorated sense of public service. Moving the state forward
remains our primary goal. We will continue to carry everyone along in our
all programmes and policies because a shared vision is the true
foundation of human progress. We must not dissipate energy working at
cross-purposes. Our goals must be the same and the strategy for
achieving them must also be the same. Partnership is our watch word.

Our experience in the past four years has informed a new realism
in our approach to the administration of the state. One thing that has
become apparent is that public expectations rise in the face of
diminishing fiscal resources. It would be dishonest to pretend that the
government alone can meet all these expectations. Even if government
were Father Christmas, we need not remind ourselves that Christmas
comes but once a year. We must find a creative meeting point between
the rising expectations of the public and the dwindling resources of the
state government. If we fail to do so, we would only succeed in raising
r false hopes and consequently engender despair and disappointment
/ among our people. We have no intention of leaving a legacy of stunted
ambitions, unrealised dreams and a state whose main physical features
are uncompleted social and development projects. No. We set out to
make a positive difference. We will riot deviate from that chosen path of

as
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honourand integrity.

Our new, five-point development policy emphasises the
administration's new approach to a healthy development and progress of
the state and its people. Our priority is to consolidate the gains of the last
four years. We shali devote the larger part of our financial resources into
completing on-going projects throughout the state. However, we do not
intend to be unnecessarily inflexible in the implementation of this policy.

completion. We shali maintain our firm policy of fair and equitable
distribution of social amenities and the even spread of our development
projects. Where these are lacking, we shall give the communities
concerned their fair share without prejudice to the new policy.

Our second policy thrust is continued emphasis on rural
development and rural eémpowerment. Those who in the past criticised
our emphasis cn rural development obviously missed the point. Mocre
than eighty per cent of our population live in the rural areas yet these
areas lack the basic sociz| amenities that add value to human life. They
deserve due attention of the government. But wa will not develop the rural
areas at the expense of the urbar areas. We will continue to give the
urban areas appropriate attention in line with sur ooticy of even
development

&
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ur third pelicy thrust is increased food and cash crap production
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In the past four years, ed ucation was our priority. Ve believe
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that we have reached 3 point at which agriculture must oe given equaij
attention. We intend to maintain.our place as ope of the bread baskets of
the nation. Farmer's Co-operativas will be the main piank of this policy of
increa

sed agricultural production. Thraugh the farmer's Co-operatives,
our peasants will pull their resources-to meet their needs for the
necessary agricultural inputs. We will re-activate extension work fo assist
the farmers and encourage them to gradually adopt modern farming
techniques forincreased holdings and yields.

5

Cur fourth policy thrust revelves around communai self-help. All
communities throughout the state will be encouraged ang assisted by

£,
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government to embark on self-help projects. We will particularly
encourage the setting up of cottage industries by communities. This
policy is intended, if you like, to kill two birds with one stone. Such cottage
industries are to use local agricultural produce as raw materials. This, we
believe, will boost agricultural production as well as help in the
industrialisation of our rural communities. For the avoidance of doubt, this
policy is not limited to only cottage industries that use our local
agricultural produce. We welcome medium and large-scale industries.
We welcome foreign and indigenous investors. We promise all investors
a friendly and enabling environment and all the necessary incentives
such as hassle-free industriai plots.

Although the provision of basic social amenities is seen largeiy as
the primary if not the only obligation of government to the people, we
believe that if you give the peopie roads, water, light as well as health and
educational facilities and leave their minds empty or undeveloped, you
cannot have happy and productive citizens. The deveiopment of the mind
is critical to human progress. We believe the time has come to begin the
urgent process of re-engineering the mind of our people to position them
for the exciting challenges of the new century in information technology,
engineering, medicine and the arts. In accordance with our fifth policy
thrust, this administration wiil refocus the intellectual energy of our youths
‘owards seif-pride, self-development and self-actualisation. The specific
cetails of these policies will be unfolded in the days ahead.

Mv dear people of Nasarawa State. we invite you to stand with us
anthis morning of a renewal and view the vista of a oright future now in the
n2ar norizon. We invite you to join hands with us io take this state to
where we want it to be. We invite you to re-commit yourselves to what is
oest for this state and its people. We invite you to be part of the
governmentireely eiected by the people of Nasarawa State for Nasarawa
State. Let us leave this arena this morning fully resoived to fully serve our
state. vWe must aiways remember that Nasarawa is our state and we are
Nasarawa State.

Thank you and God biess.

2ND TERM INAUGURAL SPEECH 2003

boa .




SCANNED

INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY. THE EXECUTIVE
GOVERNOR OF YOBE STATE ALHAJI (DR) BUKAR ABBA
IBRAHIM FNIOS. FNIAE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SWEARING
IN CEREMONY ON THURSDAY 29'" MAY, 2003 AT THE GENERAL
SANI ABATCHA SPORTS COMPLEX, DAMATURU,

Your Lxcellencies, the Prefect of Diffa and Zinder in the
ncighbouring Republic of Niger,

The Deputy Governor of Yobe State, Alhaji Aliyu Salch Bagarc
(Turakin Tikau)

Distinguished Senators and Honourable Members of the House of
Representatives,

[Honourable Speaker Yobe State, Ilousc of Assembly,
My Lords the Hon. Chief Judge and Hon. Grand Kadi,
The Representative of our National Chairman, Alh. Dauda Birma

Other Members of the entourage including our National Sceeretary
Alhaji Sani Yerima Lil-katuzu,

The State Chairman ANPP, Alhaji Sidi Yakubu Karasuwa,
Members of the State House of Assembly here present.
Mcmbers of the State Exccutive Council.

The Sccretary to the State Government,

The 1ead of the State Civil Service.

Our Distinguished Guest Speaker for the occasion,

Our Revered Religious Leaders, Al Ulama’u

Chairmen and Leaders of other Political Partics here present.
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Permanent Secretarics, Chief Executives of I'ederal and State Boards
and Parastatals and Ilcads of Extra Ministerial Departments,

Your Royal Ilighnesses, Emirs, Mais and Chicls

Chairmen and members of Local Government Transition Committecs,
Distinguished Invited Guests,

Gentlemen of the Press

[ .adics and Gentlemen.

BISMILLAHIR RAHMANIR RAHIM
Wassallahu Ala Nahivyul Kariiii

Praise is to Allah for His expressed and concealed

bounties at all times, and peace and blessings be upon

His Prophet and Messenger, his family and

companions who strive steadfastly in the path of

serving Allah's religion.

You will recall that, eleven and four ycars ago, to be specilic
on 2™ January 1992 and 29" ' May 1999, I stood on this rostrum on
both occasions when democratically clected governments at State
in the first instance and both the Federal and State levels at the
second instance were being inaugurated. Today, we arc gathered
here once again to witness yet another historic occasion ol our
inauguration ceremony to the coveted, cxalted and cnviable scat of
the Executive Governor of Yobe State, for yct another four ycar
mandate, the first under a Military regime and the sccond under the
1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. | wish to
once more thank all Yobeans for this goodwill which you have
demonstrated first to our great party the SDP and now the ANPP
and ¢ me and my deputies, Goni Modu and Alhaji Aliyu Salch

15




Bagare (lTurakin Tikau) respectively that which cnabled us to
record this latest resounding and landslide victory the first ol its
kind in thc threc mandates. The approbation implicd by your
suffrage during the contest which we have passcd is a great
consolation to me, and my future solicitude will be to retain the
good will of those who have bestowed this confidence in me. This
singular gesturce has strengthened my resolve to endeavour to do all
that 1 possibly can, so as to be instrumental (o promoting
happiness, [recedom and prosperity for all. ,

2. Since the gubernatorial clections on 19" April, 2003, some
skeptics have been living in illusionary traits that, somc other
person is going to be sworn-in despite our overwhelming victory at
the polls. They even went further by giving dales and days
of the event other than today. Such pcople scem o be living in a
different world; operating a completely different  political
programme from the onc all other Nigcerians know and arc
following. Now that the Honourable Chief Judge ol our dear Yobe
Statc has today, 29 May 2003, sworn mc in as the lixccutive
Governor of Yobe State, the doubting thomasscs might now put Lo
rest their overzealous illusionary ambition and join hands with my
tcam to propel our developmental programmes (o [ruition.

3. Distinguished guests, ladics and gentlemen, you arc living
witnesses of the fact that, two oaths have just been administered on
me. The first is the Qath of Allegiance cnjoining me (o be loyal to
my Statc and Nigeria at large by preserving, protecting and
defending its constitution. The second is the Oath ol Office,
bidding me to serve my State as a faithful functionary according to
the law. Loyalty to onc's statc or country is the most precious
tributc a patriot can pay to his native land. Faithfulness to duty 1s
the most acceptable scrvice cxpcclcd- from a conscicntious scrvant,
LLoyalty implics submissiveness, devotion and amcnability.
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FFaithfulness, involves trustworthiness, truthfulness and honesty.
Thus loyalty and faithfulness express the idca of steadlastness Lo a
common purposc.

4. An oath is a solemn declaration formally invoking Almighty
Allah to bear witness to the truth of what onc says and to attest the
fact that, onc has publicly declared his intention to do what he says.
[t is apt at this point to quote from the Holy Quran, where Allah
Subhanahu Wata'ala says "'Fulfill the covenant of Alial ufter you
have covenanted, and do not break your oath after you have confirmed
them".

5. Today, I have once more reverently vouched to uphold the
spirit of the oath and promise I have made, and to nourish it in the
performance of my duties. This | shall not fail. I'or the people of
Yobe have done a special favour to me, by clevating mce (o the
pedestal of Executive Governor of the State for yet another four
year term. By this very act the people of Yobe have clothed my
names with an aura of honour and dignity for which [ shall be
cternally grateful and no sacrifice to their course will therefore be
Loo great:

REVIEW OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LAST FOUR YEARS

6. Rclying then on the patronage of your good will, I hereby
pledge to continue with yet greater vigour the good works that we
have started since 1992, that which we have continucd on
assumption of office on 29" May, 1999 up to the end of our tenure
which has just ended, through to the new onc that we arc about to
cmbark upon as from today. This undertaking will [inalize and
concretize our numerous cfforts towards complete transformation
of Yobe to a better place, where all the good pcople of the State
will be proud to live in, and proud to belong.
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7. As we begin our determined match in the next tenure, it is idcal
to use this opportunity to say here and now before all our people
that we have proudly discharged our clectoral promiscs and
undertakings. We have created the new Emirates and Districts, 14
and 70 respectively in compliance with our promisc to give a sensc
of belonging to all. We have created 23 new Local Governments,
bringing our total Local Governments to 40. IFirm foundation for
the take-off of these Local Governments have alrcady been laid.
Shariah law has been established in Yobe State and we have since
started reaping the fruits as our socicty has become sancr, the level
of morality and responsibility has gonc up. In short we have
fulfilled to the later all our political programmeces promiscd four
ycars ago.

8. We have made similar strides in other ficlds in the last four
ycars. In education, enrollment in primary and sccondary schools
have gone up astronomically and qualitative improvement has also
been recorded. We have made giant strides in the provision of
walcr, rural clectrification, health, urban and country roads, small
and medium industrics. Qur achicvement in the ficld ol agriculture
and improvement of the environment has bcecome legendary, so
much so that a number of States, cspccially [rom the Northern part
arc now copying our cxample. We have endcavoured to reduce the
level of poverty, through the creation of opportunitics for
employment in various Government services as well as scll-
cmployment, among other numerous achicvements.

9. Today is not an idecal occasion to go on narrating the numcrous
achicvements made between May 20" 1999 (o 28" May 2003, for
many rcasons. The principal reason is thce fact that, so many
publications have documented these achicvements cminently,
among which was the publication I had thc honour to launch at the
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formal commencement of my campaign. This publication titled
"SOLID RURAIL AND URBAN TRANSFORMATION: 'The
Bedrock of Bukar's Administration in Yobe State" has substantially
documented the achievements of this administration. Sccondly, an
occasion of today’s nature, jump-packed with activitics will not
give us the time to narrate these achicvements, fox there arce so
many other things lined up for today. Howcver, since these
achicvements arc visible, accessible and ascertainable, the people of
Yobc State have adjudged them, as appropriate, lar rcaching and
cffective, thus the reasons for giving us yct another mandate. |
thank you all for that.

FUTURE VISION FOR YOBE STATE

10. As we begin the next dispensation, I wish to state categorically

here and now that, the new Yobe State Government will in the next
dispensation continue to lay emphasis on complction of all on-
going projects and take on numerous new ones. We shall continuc
to pay priority to such arcas as cducation, agriculture, healthcare
delivery services, provision of potable water, roads development,
clectricity supply, industrialization including cottage industrics,
housing, promotion of the welfare ol our teeming workers, cie, cle.

1. Lducation remains our top priority concern for we believe
that, "to be educated is the only way to be free". The provision of
functional education opportunitics to cvery citizen ol Yobe shall
therefore be an essential pre-requisite for the attainment and
successful implementation of our developmental programmes and
objectives. As a demonstration of our resolve, onc of the first bills
that the new Yobe State House of Assembly will receive is that of
making cducation from primary to junior sccondary school, frec
and compulsory, as I promiscd during my rccent clectioncering
campaign. To achicve our educational objcctives, all primary and
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sccondary schools will continuc to be provided with required
tcaching and lcarning materials. All our school systems, the
[slamiyya, Primary, Secondary and Tertiary levels, will receive
improvement in their facilities appropriatc to this resolve and
commensurate with available and even loanable resources.

12. The condition of service of teachers will be reviewed with a
view to upgrading and enhancing their status, as wecll as the
enhancement of the teaching profession. More sccondary schools
will be established. The BEST Centers will be cxpanded and
consolidated with special emphasis on Technical Skill acquisition
in order to provide sclf-employment opportunitics Lo our teeming
uncmployed youth spread across the State. Similarly, Government
will ensure prompt payment of scholarship to Yobce indigenes
studying in institutions of higher learning and Universitics in the
country, while our cffort to establish a Statc University will be
rcalised, Insha Allah within this tenure. In view of the importance
attached to education and in order to give cqual emphasis to Iligher
as well as Primary and Sccondary Education - the present Ministry
of Liducation will be restructured by the creation of two Ministrics,
onc specifically devoted to Higher Liducation and the other solely
to Primary, Secondary Liducation and Adult Liducation.

13. In the ficld of agricultural development, Government will give
special focus to agricultural mechanization, provision ol simple
technology that is affordable, revitalization and strengthening of
the agricultural extension services and censuring prompt supply of
farm inputs such as fertilizer, agro chemicals, insccticides, tractors
with accessorics and threshers ete. Provision of agricultural loans
which we have launched yesterday as part of activitics marking our
re-inauguration ceremony will be extended to over 1000 farming
familics to boost their capacity. And the desired infrastructural
facilitics nccessary for the realisation of our agricultural objectives,
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will also continue to be provided. To achicve this, government will
initiate new strategies that will ensure production ol morce food and
cnsure food sccurity as well as to provide our agro allicd industrics
with adequate raw materials. The staging of agricultural shows in
Yobe State will be revived. Through this agricultural shows, Yobe
will be able to show to the world, its numcrous agricultural
potentials and natural endowments and the World will in return
guide us on how to improve. Nothing gocs for nothing and we arc
rcady and willing to pay the price, so cxperts-all kindly come on
board.

14. Attention shall also be given to the development ol the
l‘'adama Farm Lands around lLakc Nguru, Yobc river and
Kumadugu Gana Basins and Ngeji river system around Kushi
Maga, Gadaka and Ngalda among others. Government will Tikewise
intensily cfforts to minimize the cffects of descrtification and
cnvironmental degradation on our environment. To achicve this
objectives, in the next dispensation, our administration will pursuc
tree-planting programmes vigorously, cstablish fucl woodlot and
shelter belt plantations. Livestock and fisherics, both of which we
have relative advantage over many will be given special attention.
Cross -breeding with exotic breeds will be introduccd to improve
the quantity and quality of meat and milk. In addition to improving
fisherics production in our rivers, strcams, lakcs, lish ponds
numbering over 200 will be developed at least 5 cach in all our 40
[.ocal Governments as well as all sccondary and post-sccondary
Institutions. To consolidate our position as onc of the major
producers of Livestock and Fish in this country, a full pledged
Ministry devoted to Livestock and Fisherics Development will be
created out of the present Ministry of Agriculturce.
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15 In the arca of healthcare delivery scrvices, our policy thrust
shall continue to be centered on both preventive and curative
aspects of health care programmes. Government shall intensily
training of medical and para medical personncl. To translate this
into reality an advisory committee on training of medical Doctors
has alrcady been formed by Government under the Chairmanship of
the Sceretary to the State Government. As soon as the report
containing the rccommendations of the committce is made
available, Government shall implement it to cnable us attain the
World Ilealth Organisation reccommended standard on [Joctor -
Paticnt ratio. In the arca of sccondary hcalthcare, our target is (o
provide at least onc General lospital or Comprehensive lealth
Center in the headquarters of all Local Government Arcas. Our
[lospitals and Comprehensive [Ilealth Centers  shall  receive
improvement in their structures as well as provision ol cquipment,
drugs and vaccines.

16. Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, the provision of
water for human, animal and industrial usc is anothcr important
component of our new vision. In addition to our previous clforts,
the State Government will rededicate its cfforts and place special
cmphasis on provision of potable water to all our towns and
villages towards solving the precarious problem of water supply.
As a long-term measure, the construction ol Katarko and Nyakire
Dams with the full participation of the Federal Government and
catchment Local Government will be pursued vigorously in
accordance with the new National water policy. The State
Government will also undertake overhauling of water reticulation
systems in five major urban centers of Damaturu, Gashua, Geidam,
Nguru and Potiskum, whilc morc borcholes will be  drilled,
servicing of existing ones will be undertaken.  lurthermorc
windmills and solar based borcholes will be drilled for the benelit
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of our rural communitics. In similar manncr, thc ambitious
programme¢ wc have preparced in the tenure just cnded, for the
provision of 100 Dams, Dykes ctc will be pursued with greater
vigour. Provision for the commencement of these projects is
alrcady in the approved 2003 Budget.

17. In the arca of Electrification, we shall continuc with our cfforts
of clectrification programmec to promotc and support rural
industrialization and generally improve the socio cconomic
condition of our pcople. To give further impctus to our
clectrification drive, the Headquarters of all [.ocal Governments in
the State will be connected to the National Grid. This is ordinarily
a I'ederal responsibility but we cannot wait indefinitely. We have
in fact discovered to our dismay that, Yobc State has the poorest
link to the National Grid of all the States of the federation. The
new vision will therefore pursue with vigour the conncction of all
major towns and villages to the National Grid irrespective ol what
the Iederal government does or does not. This can only be done
through a special and enhanced focus on clectrification. In order to
give that focus, clear direction and specialisation a ncw Ministry
charged with Encrgy and Transport will be created.

8. This administration also recognises that the provision of cheap
and affordablc housing is sinc-qua-non to having a productive and
hcalthy citizenry. While efforts shall be intensificd towards
completion of the on-going 500 housing units being constructed
here in Damaturu, 1000 low-income houscs shall be constructed for
the benefit of low income groups particularly tcachers and medical
pcersonnel who have not benefited from our carlicr programme of
owner-occupicr scheme. The Yobe Savings and l.oans [.td. shall
also be encouraged to give soft loans to workers and other
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individuals to cnable them build and own their houses. At lcast
2000 more houses are expected from that source in this mandatc.

19 In the arca of road development, cmphasis shall be on
completion of all on going road projects, particularly Geidam to
Bayamari road, Girgir to Karage road, Nguru L0 Machina road, as
well as Gujba to Ngalda roads. Similarly, a number of rural fceder
roads and inter town roads will be constructed. Furthermore, work
on Damaturu, Gashua, Nguru and Potiskum township roads and
drainage will be intensificd to cnable us commission them within
this year. Thereafter we shall take on othcer towns 10 CasC
movement of goods and scrvices and promotion of socio-cconomic
activities in the State. We shall in the new vision, pursuc an active,
offcctive and far rcaching basic raw matcrials  bascd
industrialisation drive. All our on-going industrial projects namely
the Soda Ash Plant at Yusufari, Leda Bag l'actory Damaturu and
Plastic Manufacturing Factory also in Damaturu, and thc Dalorga
Spring water Bottling factory will be completed and privitised and
further cfforts shall be intensificd for the cstablishment ol a cement
factory in the Statc. The Nigeria food company, Nguru will be
resuscitated and privatized. Similarly, we shall also promotc the
cstablishment of Cottage Industrics through the Board for Small
Scale Industrics Loan Scheme.

20. Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, Our  charter  for
sustainable transformation, progress and development of Yobe can
hardly be achieved without the active backing of the Civil Service.
While thanking the civil servants for their continucd support,
cooperation, dedication and commitment, permit me first Lo quickly
dispel and debunk the unfounded rumours that Civil Scrvants who
were not sympathetic to the ruling party in the State will be
victimised. 1 wish to scize this opportunity o assurc all Civil
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Scervants that, the ANPP controlled Yobe State Government will
nol be a Government of vendetta and victimisation. | wish to re-
affirm that nobody will be victimised or discriminated against on
account of previously held political belicfs. All should note that,
Yobe State belongs to us all and we have equal rights, obligations
and privileges to serve her with all our strengths so that, together,
guided by common will, common resolve, common goal, we shall
bring about the much desired development to our dear State. | wish
to emphasisc that all those who work hard and loyally will be
rewarded, but at the same time indolence, corruption, laziness and
irrcsponsibility and lack of accountability and transparcncy will not
be tolerated. All civil servants should therclore buckle up and all
those who for whatever reason fecl that they will not scrve this
Government, honestly and loyally should honourably and
voluntarily find their way out of the service.

71 1 wish to also say it categorically that, the apathy (o work
which is now becoming wide sprcad will be cheeked. | call on our
top Government functionaries 10 show good cxamples for their
subordinates to cmulate. All must put in at lcast the normal
working hours. To achicve optimum productivity, the State
Government is poised to reposition and restructure the Civil
Service for effective and cfficient performance. [t is for this rcason
that, new additional ministrics will be created. We arc convineed
that we shall be able to give some key socio-cconomic issucs the
focus they need by creating Ministries, specifically devoted to such
key arcas, while at the same time keep our wages and overheads
rcasonably under check. Tor the smooth operation of our Ministrics
and Departments, henccforth, monthly overhead allocation 1o
Ministrics and Departments shall be paid regularly and promptly.
Likewise all Ministrics, Departments and Agencics will  be
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expected to use their overheads wisely and cfficiently to scttle all
travel expenses, Telephone and Iilcctricity bills, procurement of
stationaries, staff medical claims, maintenance of motor vchicles
and fucling, staff development, hospitality and all other
miscellancous expenscs.

72, Let me at this point touch on a very important issuc that is on
the State of our finances, vis-a-vis its availability to carryoul
capital projects. No doubt, funds arc never cnough to [ulfill all the
requirements, hopes and aspirations of Government towards its
pcople. There is therefore the nced for cautious discretion in the
utilisation of scarce resources at the disposal of Government. In
this rcgard, there has to be cautiously planncd balance in
cxpenditure between capital and consumable cxpenditure, which
we normally refer to as recurrent cxpenditurc. Usually
Government has to provide for all the requirements of the scrvicee,
in terms of salarics and wages, after which capital programmes arc
considered. A few cxamples arc necessary, in 1992, payment of
salarics, pensions and overhead consumed less than 25% of our
statutory allocation, leaving a balance of about 75% to carry oul
capital programmes. This situation has now changed dramatically.
With a work force of over 20,000, the wagc bill has gonc up Lo
about 53%, lecaving only about 47% tlo caler [or ovcrheads,
pensions payment of debts and capital allocation. The situation was
compounded in the year 2000 with the increase of minimum wage
first toN3000 and later to N5,500 towards the end of the ycar. This
was in addition to the implementation of ecnhanced salary lor
political and public office holders.

24. The impending salary increasc will not make things better.
But, we in Yobe State will not be found wanting if it is decided at
the National level that salaries will be increascd. This means that

26



we have to look inwards for other sources ol revenuc Lo rcducc our
over dependence on  statutory allocation from the [cderation
account. We have to look inwards by finding morc avenucs that
will complement the monthly statutory allocation coming from the
Federation account and by tightening our belts and incvitably
increasing our tariffs generally.

24. In view of this, in the new vision, w¢ shall takc measures Lo
cnsure that, all revenue gencrating Ministrics and organisations
buckle up to cnsurc 100% collection. Toachicve this, wc will set up
4 committee to advise Government on ways of looking for morc
avenues of revenue gencration as well as identifying lactors
militating against positive revenuc generation and remittance, and
proffer measures to be taken. To show thc way, the State Water
Corporation, thc State [Housing and Property Development
Corporation, the State Printing Corporation and the Yobe Linc
Transport Corporation must raisc  their revenue  generating
capacitics beyond their present pathetically low level. The Board of
Internal revenuc is also to be restructured and repositioned Lo
pursuc vigorously our revenuc generation drive.

25. At this point, let me turn to the clectorates once more. While
reiterating my most sincere thanks 1o our supporters [or their
unprecedented turnout and voting our greal party the ANPP
massively in all recent clections, | wish to draw the attention of
those who sharc different political opinions with us, to bear in
mind the sacred principle that, though the will of the majority has
prevailed, T wish to call on thosc in the opposition to join hands
with our administration in building a morc pcacclul, stablec and
prosperous Yobe. Letus unite to have onc heart and onc mind. Let
us resort to the social intercourse, that of unity, harmony and
affection without which liberty and cven lifc itsclf arc but drcamy
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things. Let us know that political intolerance is despotic, wicked
and capable of breaking the bonds of unity and harmony that exist
in the State. Let us also know that cternal vigilance is the pricc of
liberty and be vigilant.

7.1 wish to take this opportunity to say that, though the clection
in the state has been singled out for praisc by all including cven the
[nternational obscrvers, as among the freest and fairest for which
we arc all proud, pockets of violence which have continucd to
occur in some of our townships, particularly in somc arcas of
Potiskum will not henceforth be tolerated. Government will usc all
its resources to bring the culprits of this unacceptable antisocial
behaviour to book. As Muslims, our Prophct has taught us to
respect constituted authority as testified by the following saying of
the Prophet:

"Obedience to an authority which is properly constituted and which
acts according to the rules of law is a constant ideal"

The Teaching of this prophetic tradition should guide us.

27.1n any political contest there is bound to be a winner and a
loser for Allah says in Surah Al-Imran and 1 quotc: "Oh Allah Lord
of power (and rule) you givest power to whom thou pleasest, and thou
stripped of power from whom you pleasest. Thou entrust with honour
whom you pleasest; and thou bringest low whom you pleasest: In thy
hand is all good. Verily over all things thou hast power"”. Going by
(he tcachings of this Ayat, it is the Almighty Allah that gives
power and authority to whom [le plcases. Our clection 10 this
position of responsibility should therefore be scen as the will of
Allah. All should take this verdict as predestined and prcordained.
We must therefore not be encmics, but [ricnds. Though passion
may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affcction, alter
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all we are all, in one way or the other aiming to advance the
collective interest and welfare of all Yobceans.

28. Distinguished Guests, Ladics and Gentlemen, it is a known fact
that, since the commencement of the Sharia legal system in the
State, the rate of immorality and pctty crime have reduced
significantly and in some cases climinated all-together. 1 wish to
assurc you that, we shall not rclent in our cfforts towards full
implementation of the Sharia in the State. As Sharia is a complete
way of life, it is all about peace, unity and harmony among pcople,
irrespective of their religious, cthnic or political differences. In
furtherance of this noble course, we shall in duc coursc cstablish a
full pledged Ministry for Religious Affairs as | promiscd on the
occasion of my turbaning as Garkuwan Sharia in the North liastern
of Nigeria.

29. Conscquently, as-democracy and democratic governance is all
about fulfillment of the wishes and aspirations ol the people ol the
State, Government shall reconsider demands for the creation of
more Local Governments, Districts and  Village Units
which were submitted earlier and all genuine requests will be re-
considered. Similarly the current Emirates in the State will be
strengthened. Our people will be encouraged to make donations for
the building of befitting palaces to the Emirs and residences
of the District Heads, while at the same time assuring you that the
State Government will make significant contributions for the
achicvement of this objective.

30. In the arca of sccurity, I wish to empahsisc that, the new vision
rccognizes that, the first and foremost responsibility ol any
Government is to protect the lives and propertics ol its citizens. |
am happy to say that, of rccent the sceurity  situation In
the State has improved. While we commend the various sceurity
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agencies for their cfforts and in some cascs gallantry, we must
continue to pray for improved security, peace and tranquility. On
our part, wc shall continue to give the sceurity opcratives
cvery support and assistancce 10 cnable us further achicve our
ultimate objective of a crime free socicety.

CONCLUSION

31 In conclusion, I wish to reiterate that, I as the Chicf Exceutive

of the State and in my capacity as Garkuwan Sharia, have a sacred
duty to be fair and just to all. T have no illusion whatsocver that the
responsibilities bestowed on mc arc cnormous and herculcan.
ITowever, I have firm confidence that with Divine guidance and the
support and coopcration of all of you, in the new vision, we shall
accomplish the new mission that is, to steer the affairs ol the State
(o the path of sustainable development, progress, peacc and
stability in -a just and cquitable atmosphcre.

32. Finally, I wish to thank all those who have come from far and
near to grace this memorable occasion and for making it colourful
and joyful. 1 however cannot end this address without wishing our
Distinguished Invited Guests and all those present, journcy mercics
(o their respective destinations and abodes. 1 wish to take this
opportunity to urgce our citizens and Ulama to continuc to pray for
pcace, harmony, well-being and good health for all our pcople. We
pray for corporatc existence and sustenance ol democracy in
Nigeria. We pray Allah to bless us with morc rains and bumpcr
harvest in the forth-coming rainy scason and many morc ycars 1o
come. And we pray for Almighty Allah to give us the wisdom and
the courage to up hold justice and fair-play in the discharge of our
sacred dutics. And may e grant our pcople the patience and
understanding to bear with us as we chart our path into the future
and the new vision for Yobe State.
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33 | cannot close this address without rccording my total
appreciation to all Yobeans, thosc in Government is well as the
good ordinary men and women. [Let mc cxpress my special
appreciation to the Speaker and all the Honourble Mcmbers of the
State House of Assembly, our Scnators and llonourable Mcmbers
of the ITouse of Representatives, the Judiciary and all our [ricnds in
and outside Yobe State. 1 also thank the outgoing members of the
State Lixecutive Council, the Permancent Sccrctaries, the Chicel
Lxccutives of Parastatals, the Chairmen ol lLocal Government
Transition Committees, all our Lmirs and their Councils, the
District and Village Ieads, all our Civil Scrvants, ['armers,
Traders, Trade Union lecaders, men and women, the youth and
children, in short all Yobeans of good will, for their support in the
past, now and your anticipated support in the future. I thank you all
and assurc you once again of my total commitment to improving
your lot in all spheres of human endeavour. So help me God.

Thank you for your attention. [ thank you for your conlidence
and trust. Ma'assalam.
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j ~ JHE DAWN OF A NEW ERA

INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY HIS

EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR OF
oYO STATE SCANNED
SENATOR RASHIDI ADEWOLU LADGJA
AT THE SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
HELD AT THE LIBERTY STADIUM
{BADAN.

ON THE 29TH MAY 2003




His Excellency

The Deputy Governor,

My immediate predecessor in Office

Alhaji [Dr] Lam Adesina

The Chief Judge of Oyo State

The Head of Service

Permanent Secretaries

Revered Traditional Rulers here present

My Lords Temporal and spiritual

The Chairman of the PDP Oyo State and Party
Elders and leaders,

G—enﬂemen of the Press, My good people of Oyo
State. |

1t is with the greatest sense of humility and
responsibility that I stand before you this
morning as the new Executive Governor of Oyo

State. I thank God almighty the Merciful and
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Will be taken care of without their having to

travel far from their homes.

May [ also affirm that this administration will

not relent in ensuring the welfare of public

servants and pensioners. Salaries and
allowances will be paid as and when du'e.. It is
our fervent hope that industrial peace will be
maintained to ensure better delivery of welfare

packages to our people.

I will like to seize this opportunity to call on the
organised Labour sector o refrain from
incessant strikes that had been our lots in the
past few years. In most instances it has not been

beneficial to either of the parties to the dispute

and often results in adverse consequences to our,

economic and social development. Let me assure
you that this administration believes in dialogue
and traasparency in resolving all matters and

issues that often lead to industrial crises.




affordable food on the tables of the citizens and
.to %Q,O have enough to export to other parts of
the country and overseas. Agro-allied industries
would be used not only to create fresh wealth,
but to remove Our teeming youths from the

unemployment queue.

In order to improve our road network, we shall
endeavour to rehabilitate the existing intra and
‘nter township roads, and build new ones where
necessary with utmost priority. This no doubt
would enhance our economic well being in all

ramifications.

The existing free health services would be
overhauled to take care of the health needs of
our citizens in a well enhanced and co-ordinated
form. More emphasis will be placed on provision
of ?rimary health care facilities. We intend to
bring health care delivery system nearer to the

people such that the health needs of our people

oy s : B

el



| rsfr"ajtegies to improve the state of things. We
shall introduce a programme of action that
woug create necessary awareness on the part of
| our people, and this government would do its
utmost to discharge its obligation to make the

| environment clean and hospitable.

May 1 state with all sense of humility that this
new administration will operate a co-ordinated
free education programme that will focus on the
provision of infrastructures and the well being of
teachers and students =~ alike. This
administration’s target is to have a maximum of
30 pupils per classroom. These we believe will
greatly address the problem of the present

educational standards.

This administration will use modern methods to
tackle the problem of food shortage within the
state. Enhanced production of economic Crops,
food crops and ‘animal husbandry would be

vigorously pursued in order to put cheap and
6
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dei‘y.. I saw it all during my campaign tours of the
| e‘nti: State.

' By the special grace of God, matters concerning
| the provision of potable water both for our
industrial and domestic needs would be pursued
with fresh initiatives. A situation whereby the
State Water Corporation now sells pure water in
sachets, in pails and kegs is no longer
acceptable. Necessary strategies would be put in
place that would ensure adequate supply of
potable water into many homes and offices
across the State in the nearest future. Our
administration will take advantage of the various
water dams that abound in large quantity within
the State. We will also provide several mini-
water schemes in various parts of the State to

ameliorate the deplorable water situation.

The environmental sanitation situation in our
major urban centres, at present needs to be

improved upon. We intend to fashion new
5
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: ueneral Adeyinka Adebayo, General David

. - Jemibewon and other not too distant Civilian
&

«{ G&ernors like Chief Bola Ige, Doctor Omololu
Olunloyo, Chief Kolapo Ishola, and my

immediate predecessor, Alhaji [Dr] Lamidi
| Adesina. I believe that I can always count on the
experience, support and advice of those-who are
| alive as we begin another four years of
democratic journey with the new wind of
political orientation blowing across the Yoruba

nation.

Expectations are very high. The situation on
ground in Oyo State makes my heart to bleed.
The poor living conditions of our people from
Oke-Ogun to Ogbomosho, to Oyo, to Ibarapa, to
Ibadan, is of great concern to me and other well
meaning people of this State. All over the place,

water has become hard to come by. Our road

networks are in very poor state. Low agricultural

production, poor environmental sanitation and

low standard of education are the order of the
4
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| J"r_JI‘OVidCI'V.'Of. all things for making this 29th of
. May 2003 day manifest.

1° @

You have jlist witnessed the memorable event of

my official oath taking as the new Executive

Governor of Oyo State. I thank all of you from
the market women, farmers, commerciai vehicle
drivers, Okada riders, cloths and beer sellers,
the mechanics and other artisans, students,

teachers, public and civil servants, businessmen

and to my political colleagues, I thank all of you.
Oyo state belongs to all of us and with your
cooperation, support and prayers, we shall move

Oyo State forward.

I hereby acknoWledge the efforts of all past Chief
Executives of this State who had at one time or
the other sat on the executive chair at the Agodi
Government Secretariat here in Ibadan. Starting

from the legendarymf-igureé like Chief Obafemi

Awolowo, Chief Samuel Ladoke Akintola to some

Military rulers like Colonel Adekunle Fajuyi,
3 :
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By the special Grace of God, we shall make the
diﬁ'erence. We shall tackle all these problems
an’ more with the available resources at our
disposal. We will be guided by the popular wish
of our people. Our government will be, people
friendly and community oriented. 1 appeal to all
the good people of Oyo State to maintain peace
and be your brother’s keeper. The task of
restoring the pace-setter status of Oyo State is

our joint responsibility.

I solemnly pledge, that by the special grace of

God, we will serve you to the best of our ability.

My good people of Oyo State, the journey to the

new dawn in Oyo State has begun.

Thank you and God bless.
Senator Rasyidi Adewolu Ladoja

Executive Governor

Oyo State.
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SWEARING-IN CEREMONY OF
. ALHAJI LAM ONAOLAPO ADESINA
AS THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF OYO STATE
AT THE LIBERTY STADIUM, IBADAN
: ON
SATURDAY 29TH MAY, 1999

“Since. my election on January 9, 1999, I have tried to reflect on the
multifarious prob.’ems facing our people and the best way to solve these
problems. Euerywhere [ direct my sear chhghr I see waste, untapped poten-
tials, corruptron mzsp.faced priority and neg.'ect All these cﬂh’nmate in the'
‘unnecessary suffermg of our people in the midst of pIenty e

My good peOple of Oyo State, | salute you. The j journey that we haue just begun
today started a few years back.

At that time, we were dug in the trenches, fighting to save our future and dream-

ing of a day like this. A day like this, not for oneself, but for the. realisation of a collec-
tive dream. ;

1
.

Exactly a year ago, | was in Agodi prison languishing in detention for an offence

which I never committed. My Attomeys were battling unsuccessfully lo secure a bail
for me at an Ibadan High Court. -

i

My captors were so frustrated by the doggedness of our resolve in splte of all the
fatal intimidation that they: proclalmed us Prisoners of War.

But today, glory be to God, | am not only a free man, but am, through you my
people, the Governor of Oyo State.

We were fighting a war without a gun, while our tormentors had armouries. You
cannot forget that we were put in chains so they could humiliate you and weaken your
resolve, but what did you do? You insisted that you were right and they were wrong
and\thls steadfastness of yours brought the glory which you and | are basking in today. __
They forget that one may enslave the body but not.the spirit. We should thank God -+ ¢
and congratulate General Abdusalami Abubakar for strictly adhering to this transition

time-table. He has written his name in gold. We have witnessed the end of an unend-
ing transntnon

Today's victory is for the heroes of the pogrom which started.in 1993 and abated
only in 1998. Every Yoruba man alive today is a victim of the ethnic clean_silng pf




- you.

. AGRICULTURE

four years st'arbng flOlTl togiay, we shall together hold our destiny in our hands and

God wtlt‘mg, we shall succeed ¢}
4 .
We shatt succeed because the pnsoner, of war has through the grace of the Al-

mtghty been transfmme};t *mto the Governor Df peace and progress in this pace-settmg

 state.

3

The preﬁent state Gf our agucp}tulal deuelopment in Oyo State is, to say the least

admmlstratlon This aclmlmstratlon will embark on sustamable policies that will com-

" pletely revotut:onaltze the practice of Agriculture to meet the challenges today and that

. WATER-SUPPLY _ .

1 of the 215t century. Every school in Oyo State should now have a school farm while all
‘Local Governments rnust estabhsh f]ounshmg farms in their areas. '

“Fhe universality of the indispensable nature of drinkable iwater and water for

* domestic, industrial and agricultural use has for long been recogmsed For reasons

best known to those concerned in the past and in'spite of colossal amount-of money
invested, water supply is stlll grossly inadequate, epiteptlc and erratic. Some taps have
gene dry for more than twenty years. The negatwe impact of the erratic water supply
is tremenclous pressure put én our women folk anid children who trek long distance in
search of water; the upsurge in epidemics for water-borne diseases; the loss of man
hours, low mdustnat output etc.

This admtmstlatlon will carefully re- eualuate re-organise arfd restructure our
water supply scheme. We shall provide water for all in due course.:

ENVIRONMENT .

The vast tonnages of unireated urban and industrial wastes and garbage have
heid harmful effects on the quality of our environment with devastating consequences
on the health of our people and beauty of our. cmes With the anticipated increase in

- population arowth, and longevity which the mass oriented programmes of this admin-

istration will attract thete is bound to be a measurable mcrease in urban and indus-

At this juncture, le't‘ fne touch briefly on some of the promises we have maﬁe (o

a watkmg shadow of its pa’st glories. A state that once-enjoyed self—sufhmency in food : -
_ production in ‘the fifties through an ingenious agricultural policy has suffered a serious
set-back to ‘the extent that it cannot adequately-feed her teemmg population. This’'
“situation is not only unacceptable but inconsistent with the allowed policy of this




those obnoxious days. And to the fallen heroes, we assure them that their blood would 7
not be spilled in vain. At this juncture, let us all stand up and observe a minute’s

silence for the repose of their souls and maost importantly, the soul of Basorun M. K. O.

Abiola.

Since my election on January 9, 1999, | have had time to reflect on multifarious -+

- pmblemé facing our people and the best way to solve these-problems. Everywhere |
direct my searchlight. | see waste, untapped potentials, cormpﬁon, misplaced priority.
and neglect. All these culminate in the ungk_acessary suffering of our people in the midst

of plenty. ;

ool - iy

it . To compound this mismé'nage‘mehtjhg continued perpetration of unitary system
by successive Military Administrators, resulting in constant time-wasting visits to Abuja v
by State Governors to go and beg cap-in-hand for fund with-which to run their states, ‘

has been ingehious]y used to further inhpoveriéh the masses. This must stop.

.

It i$ no more acceptable for the -Federal_Gove,rnment to decide for each feclerat-.
ing unit what its priorities should be. We"shféxll insist on getting our own fair share of
the Federal allocation and use it to implemeént the programme for which we were
elected. We shall fight for our rights. We shall not accept anyone doling crumbs tous  *
from the table because our antecedent does not condone such condescension.

Within the Nigerian Nation-State, tl:jere is enough wealth which, if judiciously .
husbanded, can turn this land into a competitive economic force that will not only
have enough for her work force but will zj.'ali' the shots in the sub-region without the
debilitating but unnecessary military campaigns that are now being encouraged

| wish to, appeal to our work force to give my administration maximum coopera-
tion so that we will not be distracted by incessant labour unrest. As you know, [am a
friend of the workers because | have always been one of you and it is my belief that
most times, it helps the workers if they fight for what the naira can buy, rather than
naira increase for its own sake. In all our actions, the bottorn-line will always be the
best for the teeming masses. ‘ :

| cannot but make reference to the man who has been at the helm of affairs in the
state until some moments ago. From my interactions with him, | can confidently say
that he came into our state with the mind of giving us his best and as God will have i,
he has given account of his good intention for the generality of our people. | thank you.

And to you all the good people of Oyo State, | can assure you that for the next
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trial wastes. This government will effectively tackle this monster by employing all avail-
able research techniques to convert the wastes into wealth.

INDUSTRIES

The dull economic climate has predictably attracted a dull business environment.
This has caused many industries to close down or operate at very low and unprofit-
able capacity. This, in turn, has increased the number of the unemployed, many of
whom ordinarily should have been automatically employed because of their experi-
ences and qualifications.

My recent private frips abroad were specifically targeted at bringing investments
into our state and | am happy to tell you that | was able to make impressive in-roads

among these investors who are now willing to invest here because of the lucrative

potentials of Oyo State and the just-concluded democratisation process.

SPORTS 5

My administration will encourage sporting activities and reward diligence and
hardwork that result in the winning of laurels.

.

. We shall provide conducive atmosphere for the development of sports and em
bark on scientific methods of hunting for new talents that abound in our state.

il

[ will like to seize this opportunity to call on the Federal Government to re-naz:r-'\‘el

the Liberty Stadium, Obaferni Awolowo Stadium. Apart from being the architect of

this stadium where we are today, Obafemi Awolowo belongs to that rare species of :

unique men whose deeds transcend their lives.

HEALTH

It is a glaring fact the health-care delivery services in Nigeria today are deplor-
able. The obligatory responsibility of government to provide health-care to the people
as a social service has been completely thrown overboard. Health-care is now for the
privileged few and this is available only in private hospitals or overseas. Government
health-care facilities are deficient in areas of infrastructure, personnel and serviees.
Despite huge amounts of money that were reportedly expended on the health sector,
though still inadequate by world health organisation’s standards, there is nothing on
the ground to justify these expenditures. The Health-care policy has remained
lopsided and grossly lacking in political will to effect the drastic changes required.

Our party, Alliance for Demacracy, whose philosophy is rooted in the greatest
benefit of the good things of life to all.our peop]e',’ is committed to the provisions of
good health-care services which will be easily accessible to everybedy at little or no
cost. .
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The new AD Govermnment in Ovo State, as from this moment, is declaring its

commitment to the provision of a comprehensive health-care package which will be
accessible to all and be cost-effective.

" This administration is commi

litted to the provision of free primary health-care to
all our people. B

Ladies and gentlemen, primary health-cafe is hereby declared free in Oyo State.

We will ensure adequate provisions of drugs and other services. We will ensure
that our health-care personnel are efficient and caring.

The details of our health-care Policy will unfold soonest.

EDUCATION

+ - . !

The education industry has been left to suffer in the past one decade or so. Many
students have withdrawn from schools because of the inability of their parents to pay
school fees. Furthermore, ihfrastructli;e facilities provided during civilian rule have
disappeared while teachers morale is at the lowest ebb:

In spite of the poor finances currently facing all tiers of Governments in Nigeria,
our great party will NOT run away from its election promises. My good people of Oyo
state in fulfillment of the programme of my party and the promise made during my

electioneering campaigns, | hereby declare education at the Primary and Secondary
Levels in Oyo State free from this moment, ’

Bursaries and scholarships are to be awarded at tertiary levels. The modalities
for their implementation are being worked out. ‘

I appeal to all workers connected with education at all levels of teaching, head-
masters, principals, university lecturers and the Nigeria Union of Teachers to cooper-
ate in order to make education available to all and sundry in Oyo State. ,

The implementation of this programme has been made even more difficult than
at any other time in our nation’s history because of the unprecedented mismanage-
ment of our country’s finances. But God willing we shall satisfy the dream of our
people.

In conclusion, it is important for me to stress that the Alliance for Democracy

. administration in Oyo State shall uphold probity and open government.

Let me assure you that [ will fight corruption, laziness, injustice and all other
vices to a standstill we shall drive them out of the gate of Oyo State and open our
doors ajar for progress and a new lease of life,

I'will create an atmosphere for open and unfettered dialogue between my govern-
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| ment and my people. | am your servant number one and | and my team shall remain
| g,.ser\fan‘{s to.your legitimate wishes arid desire.
.L Together, we march forward to progress, plenty peace and true freedomn. J
# « God bless you all. , s
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SCANNED

AN INAUGURAL SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY, ALHAJI
BUKAR ABBA IBRAHIM (FNIQS) THE GOVERNOR OF YOBE
STATE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SWEARING IN CEREMONY,
SATURDAY 29" MAY 1999.

Fellow citizens of Yobe State, you may rccall that we
presided over the affairs of this great, young and dynamic State,
from the 2" day of January 1992 to 17" November 1993, During
that brief tenure, we were able to establish some very signilicant
development projects in the State before the military struck and
took over the reign of Government in the whole country. FFollowing
that coup d’état, all established democratic structurcs were
dissolved and a new political transition programme was introduced
in their stecad, by the then late Head of State and Commander-in-
chicel of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, General Sani Abacha in
1995.

2. A nine-month political transition programmc was latcr on
conceived and executed successfully by the new Administration of
General Abdulsalami Abubakar, which culminated into this august
occasion.

3. Today being 29™ day of May, 1999 marks a very significant
mile-stone in the history of this great country, Nigeria. [t 1s a day
in which all of us are witnessing the return to a civilian democratic
rule. I must first of all express my deepest appreciation and
gratitude to the outgoing Ilead of State, for his courage and
stcadfastness in terminating military rule in this country. The
military must realize that military rule is totally rcjected by
Nigerians, out of fashion by all standards and unacceptable to the
International Community. They must therefore confine themsclves
to their Constitutional and traditional role of defending their
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fatherland and never ever contemplate subverting the Constitution
through any mutiny or coup d’¢tats.

4. Fellow citizens, Nigerians have sulfcred greatly under
military rule, and furthermore, Nigeria has wasted a lot of
resources in bank-rolling several transition programmes since
independence. We cannot afford any further wastage in this trend.
We must ensure that the just concluded transition programme must
and shall be the last in Nigeria. Wc¢ must jealously guard our
young democracy by practicing politics according to its rules and
cthics. It is our collective responsibility to cnsurc that democracy
thrives and lasts in Nigeria. [ strongly urge cvery citizen to play
politics without bitterness eschew and cxposc corruption in all its
manifestation and  ramifications, cxhibit  tolerance  and
understanding, spirit of fair play, pursuc and cxccule purposclul
development programmes for the general benelit of the governed.
MISSION STATEMENT

5. What we in the APP have in stock for this Nation is lcadership

by example, fight corruption, and improve the lots ol the masscs-
our pcople, the good people of Yobe State. Now that we arc in
government, we intend to follow and put into practice the
principles, aims and objectives of our Great Party, as contained in
the Party Manifesto, which manifesto itscll is predicated on the
principles of democratic governance and rule of law. By
democratic governance, we mean the pcople's right to orderly
successions of lcadership positions through clectoral processces.
[.cadership, from time to time, as we have started now, scek and
obtain the mandate of the people, to SERVE the people and to be
dircctly accountable to the people at all times. This process brings
to the people the PLEASURE and happincss ol having the
lcadership of their choice and with it, the building strong civil

preference for constitutional governance. This is the way o
2




permanent peace, stability and progress, all ol which have cluded
this country for a long time.

6. This Government's style of administration will therclore be
premised on honesty of purpose and sclfless scrvice, without any
deceit, corrupt practices, pursuit of sclfish or personal interest. The
incidence of corruption is tracecable to onc or all of the following
factors: excessive greed, inordinate ambition to a mass wealth and
usc it to get to power positions, poverty and in most cascs, lack of
cffective machinery for public accountability. Whatcver the case
may be, we will get to the root causes and light corruption to a
standstill, Insha Allah. We do not control the Central Government
and therefore, cannot promisc to undertake socio-cconomic
turnaround nationally. We will however, endcavour to make Yobe
State a model worthy of emulation by all the other States of the
I‘'ederation.

NATIONAL ECONOMY

T As we arc all aware, no socio-cconomic development is
achicvable without adequate financing. We arc also awarc ol how
the National economy went into shambles in rccent ycears, duc to
multifarious factors, including cconomic downturn ol the global
cconomy. But the third World Countries arc the worst it especially
Nigerian  cconomy. Such macro-cconomic variables  as
mismanagement, high inflation rates, heavy debt overhang, crratic
exchange and interest rates, have so conspired against the average
Nigerian and his State Government that his standard of living has
so pathologically decteriorated and planned programmes ol action
by Governments lost their meaning. This is why this country has
been yearning for a democratically clected, purposciul lcadership
that is committed to development, stability, transparcncy, and
accountability in public sector management. And with a broad-

3




minded, world-famous General Oluscgun Obasanjo at the helm of
alTairs, we have cvery reason to be optimistic and hopceful. Iere in
Yobe State we will do all we can to contribute our quota in order to
once again tum the National economy around, to cnsurc sustainablc
growth and development. Meanwhile we will do out very best with
whatever resources that are available to alleviate the sulferings of
our pcople. We have therefore, prioritized our scctoral
programmes and will try to tackle them in the order that follows.
THE STATE ECONOMY

8.  Tor us to sustain democracy in our young Stalc, wc must

strive ardently towards the establishment of a very sound and
carcfully planned cconomic programmes. I acknowledge the fact
that Nigeria is presently experiencing great cconomic hardships.
This should not however, deter us from this great task ol cconomic
reconstruction and revitalization in the State. The major scctors of
our cconomy shall therefore, receive desired atiention and priority.
In this regard therefore, Government shall placc much emphasis on
Agricultural and Livestock production, solid mincrals development,
transportation, commerce, cottage industrics, human rcsources
development, investments and property development. Ifurthermore,
we shall accordingly eliminate wastage of resources by locusing
our attention on viable projects, creating conducive atmosphere (o
attract investors into the State. With the cstablishment ol a very
sound cconomic base in the State, Government shall then be in a
position to executive its laudable programmes in accordance with
our party manifesto, Fellow citizens of Yobe Stal, you arc all
aware that this Government was clected under the platform of our
great party, THE APP (All Peoples Party), his great and dynamic
party is grassroots, and mass oricnted and is gencrally concerned
with the improvement of the living conditions ol the lasscs of this
country.




9.  We shall accordingly pursuc deliberate social wellare
programmes and packages in this State, in the arcas o { Agriculture,
[Icalth. Provision of Water (for both human and animal
consumption), Education, General Sccurity, [.ivestock and
Intcgrated Rural Development. These arcas will  be rcadily
developed and greatly improved within the lile span ol this
Administration. These programmes will be phased and cxccuted
accordingly within the next four years. The lives ol the pcople of
this State will be greatly touched and tremendously improved by
this administration within the next first four ycars.

PROVISION OF WATER IN THE STATE10

10.  This is one of the major priority arcas of this Administration.

[t is common knowledge that the greater percentage of the
population of the State is made up of rural dwellers with little
source of good drinking water for both human and animal
consumption. Water, we all know, is lifc. No individual or socicty
can exist without water. We arc awarc of the great difficultics
being endured by the rural dwellers in sourcing water for the above
stated purposcs. We arc cqually awarc ol the [Icalth hazards
associated with such sources of rural water supplics. In this regard
therefore, more borcholes and cement wells shall be constructed,
cstablished and maintained by this Administration within the next
four ycars. Similarly the existing twenty-onc thousand urban
connections shall be tremendously improved in all the urban
centres within the State. Our programmes of action in this arca
will be phased accordingly and pursucd logically. Mcanwhilc in
the interim period, the Yobe State Water Board is hereby dirccted
to address the current water problems associated with Government
Girls College, Damaturu and the 40 [lousing Units, Damaturu.



Continuous water flow and steady supply must therefore be ensured
in these arcas by the State Water Board.

11. Similarly, Government will in the long tecrm, look into
and consider the possibility of developing and tapping
alternative sources of water by way ol surlacc water
conservation, construction of carth Dams and rc-introduction of
wind mills, in view of the escalating cost of drilling and
maintenance of borcholes. Furthermore, the current  water
rchabilitation programmes will be vigorously pursucd to help
drastically reduce our water problems in the Statc.

EDUCATION

12.  Yobe State is one of the most cducationally disadvantaged

States in the Federation. We shall accordingly rcconsider our
cducational policies and programmes with a view towards cnsuring
the speedy upliftment and effective performance ol this scctor.
[.carning facilities in our post primary and tertiary institution will
be properly looked into and immediately standardized.
Government will review bursary awards and payment ol school
fces In the State. Government will provide cducation without tears
to all deserving citizens of the State. No brilliant child of Yobe
State origin will be denied higher education on grounds ol parcntal
poor cconomic background. In our resolute strive towards boosting
this scctor, henceforth teachers will bce cncouraged (o accepl
(caching as a profession and to reach their peak in this scetor.
JUDICIARY AND STATE SECURITY

13. Since the gubernatorial election of last January, we have all

been waiting for this great occasion of today. For the last three
months, 1 had always been referred to as the Governor-cleet and
my government was an incoming administration. 1t was only alter |
have now been sworn-in by the Honourable Chicl Judge that, I now




become the Governor of Yobe State. That goes to emphasize how
very important and highly placed the judiciary is in a system that is
governed by the rule of law. We hereby publicly recognize and
accord that most deserved honour to the judiciary, and assurc the
[Tonourable Chief Judge and the Honourable Grand Kadi that this
government will honour and respect the rule of law, which is the
pivot of democratic governance. May 1 scizc this opportunity (o
publicly congratulate Honourable Justice Baba Sajc Gujba lor his
most deserved elevation to the revered office of the Chicl Judge of
Yobe State. My Lord the Chicf Judge, I hereby extend my most
hearty congratulation. We wish you the very best that you can ever
with for yourself and Allah's guidance and blcssing in your tenure
of office.

4. My Lord the Chicf Judge, justice is what our people need and

justice they must get. We have scrutinized the problems facing the

Judiciary and found that the main ones arc poor housing lor
Judicial officers, poor Courtroom ecnvironments or total lack of
Court-rooms, libraries without books, functional vchicics, un-
harmonised salary structurcs or legitimate allowance unpaid.  IFor
the last 18 months the Sharia Court has ncver had any sitting for
lack of a quorum. Under such a situation, it is dillicult to
guarantee Justice among the people, and conscquently there will be
risc in crimes and lawlessness.  In order to cncourage courts 1o
dispense justice, this government will ensurc that courts and houscs
of Judges and Kadis are made as comfortable as we can, within the
shortest possible time. And if you can give mec the name ol a
qualificd candidate, we can together make the Sharia Court start
sitting within the next one week.

15. Onc of the cardinal objectives of this government is (o
cstablish peace, law and order, as a basis for enduring democracy,

political ~ stability, national sccurity and socio-cconomic
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development and progress. This would not be achicvable with
incessant armed banditry at every bend of our roads. | therelore
call upon all sccurity agents and judicial officers to cooperate with
us, and relentlessly see that our pcople can once again walk our
streets without fear of being attacked and ply our highways without
going through harrowing experiences in the hands ol miscreants.
On the issuc of general security, government will soon review the
sccurity situation in the State with a view towards making it most
cffective. It is one of the fundamental obligations of this
government, to ensure the protection of lives and propertics of its
citizens. We  shall not compromisc this oblicution and
responsibility.

16. 1 am cqually awarc that there arc a lot ol pending capital
criminal cases in both the Anti-Robbery and Fircarm ‘I'ribunals and
the various Iigh Courts in the State. Most ol the suspects have
been awaiting trial for over six ycars without duc prosccution by
the Ministry. Consequently thercfore, the Ministry ol Justice 1s
hereby directed to cffectively dispose of these cascs immediately.
AGRICULTURE

17. Yobe is an agrarian Statc where morc than 95% ol its

population arc pcasant farmers involved in subsistence agriculture.
Greater emphasis will be made in the provision of clifectivie
extension service, high quality sceds and plants and machincery, 10
boost productivity to a level of sclf-sufficicncy. Owing to the
Sahelian cum Savannah nature of the climate short scason high
yiclding draught resistant crop-varicties will be madc availablc.

18. Similarly, the low nutrient, poor textured soil thal avail in the
greater part of the State make the usc of animal traction and
appropriatc tcchnology a nccessity. Government will  boldly
cnhance the use of Ox-plough as a medium of land cultivation.
Therefore, packages that include Ridgers, Ploughs and other

8



implements that can be drawn by domesticated animals (i.c. Oxen,
Camel, and donkeys) will be made available at alfordable rates to
farmers across the State. Full scale mechanized agriculture cannot
be afforded in the State due to high cost, of tractors, implements
and maintenance. Government will also look critically into the
issucs of the perennial devastation of crops by pests and discascs.
The most noticcable and threatening casc of Qualca birds has to be
checked appropriately by the timely provision of nceded vehicles,
pesticides, insecticides and associated spray cquipment.

19. Agriculturc in this part of the nation can only be successful
with adequate application of fertilizers. Government will critically
look into the issuc relating to the availability of fertilizer. Naturce
had made available very large expense of rich, low lying lfadama
lands that can be used for smallscale irrigation of food and cash
crops. lLarge sum of moncy and rcsources had been cmployed
through the access to World Bank loan. Morc hectres ol IFadama
lands will be put into use by additional provision and supply of
wash bore, tube wells and the matching water pumps.

20. Yobe State has been bestowed by nature with large stock of
animals. Attention will be forecast on the provision of sound
veterinary services. Adequate grazing land and delined routes will
certainly reduce the much talked about clashes that occur between
farmers and livestock rearers. Government cannot allow this trend
to go unchecked so as to guarantec sanity (o human lifc and
property. To crown it all, abundant food and animals supply at
affordable prices is a pre-requisite for healthy nation.
ENVIRONMENT AND DESERTIFICATION

23. lHere in Nigeria, we should be specially gratclul to the
Almighty Allah for blessing us with a congenial environment that
is relatively free from natural disasters such as carth quakes, or

9




disastrous civil strives. Even the cxtreme desert - climatic
conditions we experience here in Yobe State arc tempered by
scasonal climatic changes. But what is rather frightening is the
stcady, and inexorable southward advancement of the Sahara
Desert. This is our major environmental problem in this part of the
country, exacerbated by deforestation; the destruction ol the little
forest arcas that we have, for human and animal consumption. We
will therefore, have to embark on conscrvation cducation, to instill
public awareness on the need to conserve our forests, safcguard our
water and wild life; because there arc very vital linkages between
cnvironment and development. That is not to say thal the people
living today should be denied their means of livelihood as is how
alleged in some quarters. We have to strike a balance between the
two cxtremes.

22, llowever, ecnvironmental degradation is so scrious and
monumental problem that it has to be tackled only by the I‘cderal
Government to declare Yobe an ccological disaster arca which
deserves special attention. We wish to suggest that the I'cderal
Government should re-activate and increase budgetary allocation Lo
the Ecological Fund, purposely to finance anti-descrt cneroachment
programmes in Yobc State in particular, and thc Northern parts of
the country in general.

TRADITIONAL RULERS

23. A group that required special attention and mention however

bricfly is the traditional ruling class. In order to protect their
prestigious positions as fathers of the State and their communitics,
traditional rulers arc advised not to be involved in partisan politics.
The government rccognizes the role of our Royal fathcrs as
adviscrs to government, custodians of valucs and cthics of the
pcople, as well as agents of peace, law and order and stability in
their domains. More than ever before, the role ol their Royal
10



[lighnesses gathers greater significance by the day. In view ol the
current wave of armed banditry and general insceurity on our roads
as mentioned carlier. We need their prayers and coopceration morc
than anything also to restore peace and sccurity for both lile and
property of our people. Government on its pasl, will give them full
protection, sce to their personal comforts and peace ol mind.

THE MASS MEDIA (THE PRESS) AND THEIR ROLES IN HE

STATE AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

F__=. = = = = ==

24. The mass media arc our partners in progress in democracy,
because a viable and articulate press is essential for the creation
and sustenance of democracy. If the press is gagged, we are all
imprisoned. On the other hand, if the press gets loose and strikes at
everything around indiscriminately, it would not be doing 1S
legitimate duty. This government therelore, recognizes the role of
the mass media as the informant of the pcople and an objective
critic of the performance of government. We expect the press to
provide informed criticism and viable alternative to public politics
thereby helping to strengthen the cconomic, social and political
fabric of the policics. On our part, we assurc the press that we will
create a conducive atmosphere for them in Yobe State (o do their

jobs, by building and maintaining mutual trust and respect between

this government and all the agencics of the mass media, within and
outside Yobe State. Our doors will always bc open 1o the press,
through organised periodic bricfing to keep the mecdia abreast with
major developments and policy decisions, to cnable them corrcctly
Inform and cducatc the people, as well as cxpress constructive
opinion on such issucs of public interest.

5. Press bricfing reminds me of recent, [inal bricling by the
immediate past Ilonourable Minister of Information and Culture,

Chicf Nwodo Jr. which I consider a master picce ol its kind. No
11




doubt NTA in particular, already being heard in South Alrica, is sct
for the next millennium. In view of the embarrassing black-out, we
received from CNN in Nigeria 99, wc hereby advocale for a
SATELITE NETWORK AFRICA SERVICE (SANAS), with a basc
in Abuja. With that much State of preparcdness by NTA, we
belicve it can sct the ball rolling, and let us inter-connect Alrica,
and content oursclves with the promotion of our own African
Culture, the richest in the whole world.

THE CIVIL SERVICE

26. This is one of the most important arcas of Government. It is

entrusted  with the responsibility for the formulation, and
implementation of government policies and programmes ol action.
Government shall therefore, accord this institution all the necessary
regard and considerations it descrves. We will ensure prompt
payment of salarics, claims and allowances ol civil scrvants, offer
proper training and advancement programmes for members ol the
civil service, and servicc welfarc packages. Conscquently,
therefore, government expects hard work, complete loyalty, and
dedication to duty on the part of the civil scrvants. Government
shall carry along with it the entire civil service without any form of
discrimination. We shall grant this institution a new lcasc of life
through provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Republic ol
Nigeria 1999. We shall as a matter of policy cnsurc the prompt
implementation of the Federal Government's white paper on the
Allison Ayida's pancl report on the reforms of the civil service. |
am awarc that the provisions of this white paper arc yet to be
properly and fully implemented in the State.

CONCLUSION

26. 1 cannot conclude this address, ladics and genticmen, without

paying deserving tribute to our beloved friends and comradces who
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gallantly fought on our side and saw us to victory, but did not live
long enough to witness the momentous occasion ol today. The first
that comes to my mind is the late Alhaji Auwalu Gwio Kura, M.
Inuwa Kawu, and Alhaji Iassan, the seven gentlemen in Potiskum
disaster and a lot of others, who were recalled to the Almighty
Allah. As we celebrate this occasion, their memorices stay [resh in
our minds, May the Almighty Allah grant their souls cternal peace
in Jannatul Fidauss- Amecen. We assurc the familics of the
deceased all the necessary support that will make their lives
comfortable.

28  We cannot of course forget to mention the good people of
Yobe State, whose over-whelming support, [recly given, gave us
this legitimate mandate to rule. It is truc that I could not physically
get out to the people, duc to the rude machination instituted against
us by the top cchelon of our party. 1 only sent my representatives
and my photographs and the people voted encmas. [ have no words
to express my gratitude; but our planned programmes ol action will
show our deep appreciation of the trust and conlidence the good
pcople of Yobe State have reposed on us. We have a new task and
challenge before us to improve the quality of life ol our pcople. Let
us therefore now from today face the new tasks and challenges with
greater vigour and determination to succeed and makce the lives of
our people worth living and make our cnvironment far better than
we found it.

29. May the Almighty Allah bring peace and prosperity Lo the
good people of this great country, Nigeria. May it pleasc Allah,
Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala to sec us through these laudable objectives
we have cnunciated, in order to cstablish a pcacclul, just and
corrupt-free socicty in Yobe State-Ameen.

13
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IN the name uf the Al
dmighty Allah the master
of ali destinias ihe one
who gives power to who-
ever He pleases and takes
itwhen he pleases, the one
who protects and guides
when mortals grope in the
dark. ! stind before you
today in solemn praise of
that ultimzta nower, the
Lord of oounties un-
bounded.

It is deap sense of hu-
mility that | welcome al our
distinguished guest from far
and nea- 'o this historic
event. Qur victory today is
one that was hard won. It
cerlainly would not have
=sibie withou! ‘re
ontribution and sac-

"w”",\ i am H[u

asl grateful io Al-

lah who decrees and makes
thi shie. My eve
cial appruiation goes fo my

father, mentor and role
model, D~ Cluscla Saraki,
and my peloved moiher,
Mre nce Saraki for
maklng' ne whst i am today
and for standing by me in
the course of nursuing my
politica! czreer. \
wife, Y-s. Toyin Saraki for
ceing there for me all the
time, every time. | \
2zprec’aie you. To frienas
and famiiy, far and near, | say
thank you fer paijeving mnd
ior star nrong.

| also tn

| than' mv

1"
ranly
Sally

wing s
iank the State
Chairman and membors of
the Efatz Exce of our party
and the party elders for their
support, wise counsziling
and guidance. | am similarly
crateful to the ever hard-
working members of the
“Mandate and Great Ha'l
Crroup” not only for provid-
ing strategic airection far our

1E’i§: %EE;

a new beginning
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>'zved foward realising this

andate, the time they have
spent and the resources
"av committed. | must show
iy dcht of gratitude to all
“warans for the overwhelm-
ing mandate they have given

forget the massacre at
Ajase Ipo and those who
los' thelr lives there. We
shall not forget Alhaja
Lasiele. We shall not for-
uet all the gallant people
who lost their lives and

On behalf of the pecple
of Kwara, | would like to
thank specially our great
leader, the Oloye himself;
words fail me in expressing
our gratitude. Forall {ratyou
have done over the years, for

2 me. Indeed, | fell highly
humbled bv *he goodwili
and suppet, which my
Deputy and | received from
waorkers, the market men
anc women, i farmers,
religious and community
leaders and our reverec
Roval Fatiers.  Today
2roves it has ali been worth
it.

pay t-bviz to our
people who sacrificec their
lives and limbs in the course
Weo will not

e s

allenges before my gove:

cause but alsotor the ‘enze-
ity of nuros - they dis- o siragie
______ o e
i7e ©
Howeve:, | am aware that

the need to re
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hos s who were injured or
maimed. Today's victory is
indeed theirs.
"ealute our leadersin all
the Wards, in the Local Gov-
ermments and throughout
th2 Siate for their tireless ef-
foris in mobilizing our
pecple and thus ensuring
that this day was born. Qur
men desarved very spe-

cial mentio their resil-
isnce o atience and
their courage. Today be-

longs to yo. ali.

all that you are to us and for
the principles you have sc
callantly fought, for the hope
yau brought at the time of de-
spair, for the comfort you
brought to many homes, for
the happiness you have
brought to the homes of
many, for leading us out of
tyranny and cppression and
for passing the forch to a new
generation, we wish to say
thank you. | only have left to
say, “More is thy due and
more than all can pay”.

Lo

.ument are numerous.
to those challenges is
llls p':‘éople and restore the confi-

dence ¢! ihe citizens in the government. Many times in

histor,

and endad up with [

peaple have voted our people they didn’t want
:, olidn’t need.”

o=

What we celebrate today
is not a victory of party or of
individuals., What we cel-
ebrate is a beginning 23 well
and an end; a change as well
as a restoration. A begin-
ning to end poverty, and
misery; a beginning to end
ignorance and hopeless-
ness; and a beginring fo
restore all that is good;
beautiful and sublime in our
lives as one people under
God.

Ladies and Gentlemen, |
stand before you ioday to
swearto the same oath that
many governors before me
had swom toin the past. But
let the word to forth from this
time and place that the torch
has been passed or {0 a
new generation. A genera-
tion that is acutely aware of
its unique destiny as the
hope of our long sufizring
people. A generation that
is desperately challenged
by the rapid develop-
ments taking place all
over the world, a genera-
tion that is encouraged by
all the possibilities of
technology, a generation
lhat determines to earn its
place in history; a cen-
eration of hope.

The challenges before
my government are nu-
merous. However, | am
aware that central to those
challenges is the n2ec to
reconcile our peop!: and
restore the confidence of
the citizens in the aovern-
ment, Many times i1 his-
tory, people have vg}ed
our people they Q_’a‘dn'!
want:and ended up with
peooie»ihay didn’zZneed.

BiPlet me asghire you
1hat you have not %% ot

.one bad government 0"‘3:10

end up with anothét You are
all aware of hgw much we
have lost in:fhe last four
years but we shall not hang
our headg'in misery on¢
continueto cry atout the
past. We must instead, com-
mence immediately the dif-
ficult task of restoretion and
reconstruction. There are
enormous backiogs to claar
in all areas - educalion and

health, agriculiure and in-
dustry, water and sanitation,
rural development, women
empowerment, youth devel-
opment, unpaid salaries,
pensions and many more. |
do not pretend to have a
quick fix to all these prob-
lems. Nor do | intend to
work on them single-
handedly. | therefore ask
you not to expect any
miracle from me; even
though you have reascns to
do so. |ask ycu notto ex-
pect all answers to all prob-
lems from me; even though
you expect me to lead the
way, i ask you not to expect
me to solve all your prob-
lems; even though you
voted for me to do that.

| only ask of you to join
hands with me 1o be the bes:
we can be and together lay
the foundation for ~ future
thatis more secure and cer-
tain for our children and gen-
erations to come.

On my own part, | prom-
ise to be Governor for all the
people of Kwara State.
those who voted and those...
who did not; those whe
voted for me and those who
did not; those who votad for
the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) and those who
did not.

| am Governor for all of
you, the people of ‘Kwara
State. | am prepared to pay
any price, suffer any nard-
ship, bear any pain-and
make any sacrifice to justify
the confidence that«you all
have reposed in me. | ex-
pect you to do the:same,
because a leader:is only as
good as the.quality of his |
follower-ship.! You have
given me thechance;io lead
you, | will alsotexeeptthat
you follow-with ail dili-
oence. i

My government shall I
be open and *parhcspa“‘l
tery and anybody thathas-|
any value to add-shall be |
given the opportunilyto do
so. This government will
also be truly merit griven,
not only because itis the:
right thing to do; Clt=also
because it is the -oily-way l
to make a break withthe un- | -
productive past and e our |
feet firmly on the path of |

(Continued on page32)




«bune

FOR THE RECORD
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piozess.

Transparency nd Agc-
countability

Thi
1l

arrmen! shall

run on the < 2rcinai principlas
of good governance: trans-
parency, accountability, effj-
ciency aw and so-
cial equity. Towards this
end, we have commencec
the process of ascestaini

the state of our finances.
s00n as this is completed, |
will Iet you know ow much
assets and how much liabil-
ity we are inheriting. We
shall also encure that all
government transactions are
brought in line with the due
process. My gavarnment
will also regula iy put the

Wiz

accounts of the government

in the public domain to en-
sure that e government is
not only transparent but it is
seen 1o be so.

Ther= will oe zer toler-
ance for corruption. Today,
I make a personal pledge o
every Kwarzn that | shell set
a personal example.

My government shall
make conscious eflorts to
ensure that no part of this
state is marginalized. If !
give to ore, | shelf gve to
the other. | wili be guided
tv equity and good con-
science, believing that even
with our meager resources;
the dividends of democracy
can go round.

Pricrity Areas.

Our state is not 2 rich
sate. Wi must devise
effective sirategies to
broaden our revenue base,
we woula be czraful not to
overstreteh the limited re-
sources that we have by at-

I We

tempting tc taxe on all our.

problems at the same time.
Therefore, my government
has identfied a few strate-
gic sectors that will attrac* our
priority attention. These in-
clude the provision ¢} water,
good roads, employment
especially for women and
youth through agriculture and
agro-allied industries and
education,

We must not neglect the
cther areas as well, How-
ever, it 's my conviction that
if we succeed in these pri-
ority areas, we would have
significantly improved the
quality of the lives of our
peopie, increased their wel!
being, and truly empowered
them !¢ take charge of their
destinies and serve =5 the
driving force for the Kwara
of our collective dreams,

Civil Service,

It is’not possible for the
government to operate with-
out an =fficien:, well mohi-
lized and result-oriented
civil service,

Vv government shall
take urgent steps within the
first one hundred deys to
restore the dignity and cred-

— Saralki

ibility of the civil service; 1o
rebuild a civil service that
is goal-driven and well po-
sitioned to advise and sup-

-port the government.

In this direction, we shall
take urgent steps to ensure
prompt payment of salaries
and improve their working
environment. However, to
whom much is given, much
should be expected. While
my government will do ey-
erything possible to make
workers in the state happy.
I will also demand in return,
full commitment and high
productivity from all work-
ers.

Relationship with Leg-
islature.

In line with our commit-
ment to the rule of law, my
government shall at all
times be guided by the prin-
ciples of separation of pow-
ers, which is a fundamental

canon of demacracy. My
government will therefore
seek to holc the legislature
in high regard, racognize the

“~Ronourable men:ang womef:

as worthy pérnersin realiz;
ing the objectives of the
state. | expect them 1o re-
late with us the same way. |
expect them tc understand
that while we may not agree
at all times; we should at all
times be united in the service
of our people.

Relationship with Tradi-
tional Rulers

My goverrmznt shall treat
the traditional rulers with the
utmost respect, | am deeply
convincad that the richness
of tradition and heritage,
which ihey represent, must
be preserved. | will respect
our royal fathers, not only be-
cause it is natural for a son
to do so, but because |-am
convinced that the vigour of

A,

gerous weapons

one in pcssession of
such weapons to hand
them over to the police.
In addition to guarantee-
ing amnesty to anyone

“lam deeply convinced that the richness of tradi-
tion and heritage, which ihey represent, must be
preserved. [ will respect our royal fathers, not only
because it is natural for a son to do so, but because
I am convinced thal the vigour of youth must be
tutored by the sublime wisdom of the elders.”

———e
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youth must be tutored by
the sublime wisdom of the
elders.

Youth Violence.

One cf ihe unfortunate
fallout of our recent poli-
tics is the explosion in
youth violence in the
state. My government
shall take urgent steps to
address this probjem.
Our state of harmony must
from now on, reclaim its
name. Itis only in an at-
mosphere of peace and
security that industry, en-
terprise and investments
can thrive. My govern-
ment is therefore deter-
mined to recover all dan-
gerous weapons in the
hands of a!! unauthorized
persons in the state.

| hereby announce a

.14-day moraterium for any-

who hands in such weap-
ons within the specified
time, suc individuals
shall also enrolled in the
programme of employ-
ment for y- uths, details of
which shali be announced
soor

Kwara and The Nation,

In my recant solidarity
visit to the President,

Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo, | made a case
against the

marginalisation of Kwara
not only within Nigeria, but
also within the North Central
region. It is my hope that
with Kwara becoming a
member of ‘12 family of
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) states on April 19,

Kwara State will now enjoy *

more Federal support and
fealure more prominently in

-Ahair' Mohammed Lawal, Former Governor

the reckoning of the PCP -led
Federal Government. Onmy
own part, | shall continue to
strive for adequate and effec-
tive representation of Kwara
State in all Federal anpoint-
ments, because it is only
when we have quality voice
at the centre that we can win
more benefits for our state.
Your royal highness, dis-
tinguished ladies and gar' -
men. The task before us is
enormous. Itis not that which
can be finished in the first ore
hundred cays; nor|will it be
finished in the first year, orin
the life of this admini
But let us agre= fo start now.
Fallow Kwarans, | feel a
great sense of urgency to
achieve this agenda. |t
may not be the best of
times, but it is our ‘imes
and this is our State. This
is the time we have. Let
us all accept that we haed
to make sacrifices and fe:
work hard. Let ug collec-
tively resolve to build a
lasting foundation for to-
morrow and a sou_nf future

for our children.
For those wh

have
journeyed from afar, | bid
you journey mercies as
you return hot 2 and thank
you so much for .;u[mn;; to
our Stete, for those of us
who are here, | say this',
our future begins lqday!

Lacies and Gentlemen,
thank you so much for
listening.
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ODAY is the day tha! the
Lord has chosen, we will
rejoice and be glad in it. Today
brings to an end, an 2t A our
nistoiv, marking, of course, the
comn zncement of a new era.
The old order has therefore
changed, yielding nlcze w0 =
new ~ne. We thank God Al-
| mightv, for giving us the grace
and pivilege to be part of this
historic occasion.
After the turbulence occa-
sioned by the last electioneering

| campaign, the battle has been lost

ther

and vion. We are her
| again as brothers and sisiers 0
| one-love family, the large and ex-
tender family of Osun State.
Aore wel i of vou
| here prasent o ihis hisione anc
epoch-making ceremony of the
charge of batons from one demo-
cratically elec'ed government to
another. Even thouch there has
been occasional poiiiica’ tensicn,
ils orztifying o note thal there has
been no bioo-‘etting in Csun State.
Two months ago, robady wou'd
have believed what is now ha -
ning.
| Pessimists would say the
| heavens would fail ¢ that there
wou'd be brimstone and fire. Futt

I wish to acknovisdge your
ve and impressive support
for the Peoples Democratic Party
as evidenced by your remarkable
decision to embrace *ne PDF 2t
ave's in the iast polls. | thank sou
very much sincerely for your sup-
port, encourzqement and the very

sion PRNRLTS

15 0
s Democratic Pxriy in Osur
.+ am indeed deeply touched
by your goodwill and collective
resolve 1o join hands with our ad-
ministration in our task 2f building
ajust and egalilarian society where
—our peop'e will not be oppressed
¢ denied their rights. We are
reised to set new stancares and
oring back once again, an {
peace and
Itis mo

lign with th> government

will undoubtedly impact posi.. 2
on the physical and general de-
velopment of Osun Siale. Itis the
palicy of the PDP adrinisiration in
with
the Faderal Government in our
avowed deiermination to improve
the standard of living of the cili-
zenry.
TS am 2! the strong canvetien
“that with all of us working together
. and with God being with us, we
shall place Osun Staie on the path
of progress. | therefore cicit e
support and coopera'ion of the gooa
people of Osun State, particularly
all the interest and pressure
groups, 10 enable our administie-
{icn achieve its &' Joels and ob-
jectives. Kindly permit me to ob-
carye that Osun State, our dear
gi2:e yearns for development.
Events of the past clearly point to
the fact that our state requires a
iorant leadership that s total'y
d 1o the well-being o the
B you all that
| have studied critically the vari-
ous activities of government in
Osun State and has arrived al the
conclusion that the lask ahead is
enormous but achievable.
My fellow citizens, the ‘inme-
diate major thrust ol our solicies
for priority attenton wil e: Secu-

certre. This development ™ -

QOvyinlola thanks God, promise

s agric developmen

MAIDEN ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENCY. PRINCE OLAGUNSOYE
OYINLOLA. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS INAUGURATION AND SWEARING-

v, \Warer-Resour

taticr, Agricultur
sion of an enabling 2nvronmer
for the socio-economic develop-
ment of Csun Sta'e.
e weeks
ahead, specific deta D
cies and programmes of our # -
ministration will unfold as we setie
dowi more and undarstand bet-
ter, the position of records put to-
gether by the immediate past &t
ministration in this state. For now,
to louch on & few guiding

nd mnnthe

puiicies,

THE BLIC RVICE.
NLC AND THE ON-GO INDU®-
TRIA._ACTION

sh to use this public forum,
and the swearing-in ceremony of
the new administratior v C
State toaopeal | 2
ters in the !
gress to please, e
peace and order, suspend thir
industrial action forthwith. | pledge,
‘2 <2t out to work immediaelv with
the [eadership < ‘he NLC, ta 102
out the outstanding areas of cis-
pute. It is the policy of our admin-
istration 1o rejuvenate the public
senvice of th © WHE

the bedrock fu implementation
of govemment's programmes and
poiicies.

As an immediaie ooic
. 1 wish to announc {
of retrenched workers W
e reviewed accordingly. #s frem
now, the in-comirg government

' take the folloving me2
ddress the

rof urgency. Firs
of Service is hereby dire
nto discussions immed:
e NLC with a vew o 1
the differences oetween
ment and the NLC to facili
immadiate resumotion o!
The 10%, I:%an:
pulsory deductions for werkers
salaries are hereby slopped with
effect from the 1st of Jung, =~

* A public service
Parel will be set Lp v cos nto
individual cases of the alfecied
public servants and make appro-

iz'e recommendations.

In the cas2 ¢
cannot be re-aosaroed thair en-
titlements, by way of pension and
geatuity, will be paid without fur-
ther delay.

* All appointmants mace ‘o
January 2008 tiil tne present ‘ime
will be examined and reviewed
stitably in line with the principles
3! laimess 277 oty

In view of the {2ragoing, 1 am
appealing o all striking workers '
nease go back to work immed-
ately.

TRANSITION COMMWITTEE

Our Transition Comnmitiee re-
cnived over 100 memoranda in a
soate of two weeks. Some of these
memoranda addre. nvelep:
mental proposals ana odr instra-
e reforms and other vilal issues.
About 60% of these memoranda
however centred on alleged inj
tice in our system. We
remove these completely or re-
cuce them ‘o the barest minimum
in the shortest possible time. To
this end, a Review o¢ o il b2
sat up immedintely wilh appropr-
aie terms of r2ference to clear the
reported cases within 3 months of
this administration in the following
areas.

(a) The Civii Service.

¢ that

ASTHE THIRDEX

b} The Teaching Service ar.c
o

ic) The Local Government

he Judiciary.

= OF THE OMBUDS-

1AL
incrderto emphasize the sig-
n.ficance of peace based on jus-
tice, the office of an Ombudsmzn
s hereby creal
Jovemor's Office. Thi
-cordinate and faciita'e tne
isiad Feview Fanels
their responsibilities a2 und en-
sure on a sustainacle -asis that
.utice arevails in all oLr
endeavours in Csun State,
STATE ASSEMELY AND
THE JUDICIARY
Dis tinigu

Ladies &nd
it desire of our
tration to ensure that the
{r22 arms of governnent work
together in harmony. The Judi-
ciary, as the citadel of justice and
the Legislature, as the faw-mak-
ing organ of go be
accorded the eratior of
the Exacutive in the discharge of
their functions. They will be en-
scuraged lo decide and de
ate with courage and sincerily.
Tne Legislature will be inaugu;
rated in the next few days, by £
camatien.
US. PARASTATALS
AND STATUTORY COMM!
ON -
The Bnards 9! a Parastatals
\eredy cissoived and ps'iti-
cal appointees are relieved of thzir
appointments. The a
{he Boards, Parzst
missions are here
until further nolice. Such Boards,
Parastatal j
should @
the case of
Bo:rds of the Civil Service Com-
mission and the Judicial Service
Commission, a deliniie pro-
neuncement will be made in due
course.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
TRANSITION COUNCIL
In many Local Govemments
there have been reports of the
2X 15 wit-

ma2ant wik

g

nessed u
Transitional Co
nivance of the council officials.
%« afall-out of this, andl in orderto
= event turther satotage, all
members of the Transitional Com-
mittees in all the 30 Local Gov-
emmente zre herel/ ralieved of
their posts. The Diractor of Per-
sonnel Management are hereby
d recled to take over, pending fur-
her cireztives. The Secrelaries
to Local Government Education
Authorities are simi'z7y to hand-
over to the Directors [or Finance
and Supplies {DFS). The ac-
counts of all the exisng 30 Local
Governments in Osur State and
Local Government EZucalion Au-
tnorities are f.ereby frozen.
MEETING WITH SO
|

ORGANISATIONS

This administration places a
lot of confidence and has expec-
tations fror» some organisations
=nd statutory hodies in the state.
These bodies include;

(2) Traditional Rulers

(o) Religious |eaders

(c) The Nige:ia Labour Con-
aress

{d) Senior Givil Servanls

{2) Vlice Chanceilors of Uni-

ECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF OSUN STATE.

+Prince Oyinloia, Osun State Gov.

versities and Chiel Medical Direc-
tors of Teaching Hospitals in the
state, and

(f) Rectors, Registrars and
\nion l.eaders of Federal, State
Zolleges o Education, Polytech-
nics, Trade Cenlres and School of
Health Technelogy.

Government will hold short
meetings with each of these
organisations as ©£on 25 possib e
10 appeal for cooperalion and sup-

port.
COMMISSIONERS AND AD-
SERS

y

It is my wish to run an adminis-
tration that is compact, focussed
nd efficiant. It will also be trans-
rarent in all official conducts, 2
this «:nd, a blue print on all aspects
nt functions has been

a1, this blue print

plines 1o develop implementable
pragrammes wilh specific measut-
able milestone, 7 tuct of this
exercise will canstitiie the agenda
inr our Govemment.

The choice of commissioners
and special Il be based
o their level of qualification, expe-
fience, parly loyalty and ability to
iefiver in a dynamic administraticn
that we have ir /'

| wish to str2 t our ad-
ministration will not be distracted
by criticisms. We require con-
structive criticisms to make us
slay on the rignt path. However,
this administration will not wel-
come unsolicited proposals that
are not in corsanance with our
party's programmes and poli-
cies from time to time.

Qur policy is to draw our inspi-
ration and strength from the real
people, the unheard and unseen
millions who want to see our dear
state progress. | have faith that God
is on our iue and we shall there-
‘ore succeed.

F

i

THERS

Itis unfortunate and lamentable
that our Foy
degradec and releg

ground. This administration attacnes
great importance to our traditional
institutions because of their invalu-
able contributions to tne peace and
progress of their areas. 7 this con-
neclion, we shall soor. set in mo-
tion the machinery fer the re-con-
stitution of the Csun State Council
of Obas and Chiels.

SECURITY

The occasion of today also
affords me the opporiunity to as-
sure that our agministration is com-
mitted to maintainiig low and or-
der in this state. This new admin-

‘ratior mined to promote

] ivas znd oroperties as
part of its glans to create an en-
abling environment for spe=cy ae-
velopment .

AGRICULTURE

Lagiss ana Ge!
me to submit that a nation thal can-
not feed itsell is not worth being
called aneton. 4 all appraise

et 3

sustaining in foed production. |
{0 empnasize that this new acmin-
istration will utifize agriculture lo
develop the rural 2 g .
ministation will &
vate sector-driver
tor with the ultin
impreving our o
for the socio-e
ment of our dear state.

EDUCATION AND SOCIAL
SERVICES

In line with o
tingin place an e
| want fo affirm that I
the grace of God, run an 2cminis-
traticn tha racterized by fair-
ness. firmness and responsive-
ness. The education sector will
be reinvigorated and © naled

cultura: sec-
objective of
ive fortunes
ic develop-

1o ensure that the future of our chil-
dren is safeguarded. We will dis-
card the policy which discriminates
against cerain subjec's in e lib-

eral arts while also suisuing an
educational programn « that would
promote science education. Our
institutions will be properly staffed
and run so that the future of our
children will net be put in serious
jeopardy.

Af this juncture, | wish o reit-
erate the fact *hat our administra-
tion will be commit'e 1o the con-
cept of visiening ning,
Iv tena ¢ range
i g ana purposeful implemen-
tation of our programmes. In this
regard, a qualitative free health
procramme dacked up with the
availability of drugs, dressings,
equipment and stalf will be pro-
vided in our hospitais and related
health instilutions. 't is a7 plan to
estar g manulacturing in-
dustry as part of our pians to reju-
venate the hea'th sectar. Qur plan

is to build a virile and ! 2z thy
zen

Let me use this opportun
invite willing investors wno
wish to participate in business
ventures in Osun Siate to feel free]
to move over as an enabling en
vironment will be created for
investments and op
framework for their operaton
cluding the necessary incent
has been drawn up.

| assure everybody that po
cies in all aspecls of human
deavour will be tailored to
the development of man and
environment. Haphazard oo
ould be jettisonetd 7 C
nd purposeful ones amed al
lizing a speedy economic growih
of Osun State. | wish to assertd
our administration will accerd
necessary attention to the sofid
minerals sector lo promote an
round development and exp
tion of the vast depcsts of
minerals which abouna n our sta'e
| promise that our administrali
will initiate love, peace, CoOpera:
tion, discipline, sincerity and the
praclice of lrue demecracy 503
to sleer the stale along the path ot
true and visible development:
wish to acknowledge Ihe con
butions of the media, paricuia
members of the Fourth £
the Realm to my emergence
the governor of Osun State. | s&
jute you for your courage, fortitudz
and demonstration of support |
the entrenchment of an enduring
democratic culture in our couniry:
| assure you that we will reman
the best of lrienc ef
enjoin the Press, as vz
the society, to pra
igurnalism that respec
orotessionalism. Let me thereforag
appeal for the cooperation of{
oress with the assurance that
administration and media will
main partners In progress,

CONCLUSION
Fellow citizen il
doubledly agree w ~ 12 fral

task aheadis a dauingone
must be prosecuted with -
seriousness and sincerity. | ey n,
you lo be strong, resilient and ¢
rageous for there is much 1o
Let us jointly meet ihe demand
our time with faith, courage,
tience, determination and
to God lor seeing us 3
charge all of us o breax new
qrounds to strenghten our dearsia
socially and economically.
| wish to assure th2 ¢
of the masses {hel | and my
Deputy, Erelu Olusola Obada
work together in harmony for
success of our admin;::r.lra n
to

AkA,

have found Ere
loyal and sup
who is willing and capable of wo
ing for the development of our
|

. B
My dear people of Osun
State, | want 1o thank you
once again, for, your wam
position to our administral
seek for your continued
and cooperation with the fi
belief that witn your supporty
we shall make the desi
progress, | promise neve
disappoint you

Finally, | admonish yo
1o remember this new admi
tration in your prayers &1 all
times. :

Distinguished Ladie
Gentlemen, | thank you for
audience and God Bless.

Long Live the Federal
public of Nigerial
Long Live Osun Statel




bune _.

1y that the
n, we will
in it. Today
rera in our
course, the
a new era.

therefore
place to a
% God £!
s the grace
par of this

ence 0co?-
ectioneeric
1as been lost
ere together
\d sisters in
arge and 2x-
| nState.
me all of vou
nis:onc ana
mony of {n¢
m one demo-
wernment lo
Jh tpere iac
ilical tensian,
that there has
inOsun State.
obody would
is now hap-

wid say the
or that there
and fire. But
3od, hold fast
4 supplication
e mercies has
o this destina-
e, be the glory.
3 our
ssiva support
nocratic Party
ur remarkable
the PDF atail
s, | thank you
/ for your sup-
't and the ery
show1 to th2
>Parlyin
ieeply touched
and colleclive
15 wiin CL
ask of bi
1society wnere
he onoressed
ghis. Wie 2
standards anc
gain, an era of

sUn

fity:
Jfington
tlong wi
stal2 have cho-
he gevernment
developi
npact positively
nd general de-
3 State. Itis the
idministration i
erate fully with
zmment in our
ttion to imnrove
| ving of the cili-

irong conviction
vorking together
ting with us, we
jtale on the path
refore soloi the
ration of the goad
tate, particuiarly
and pressure
our administra-
=t geals and 0b-
ermit me to ob-
dear

3t clearly
stale requires a
ip that is ‘otally

ssurey

ritically the vari-
f government in
1as arrived at the
he task anead is
zhievable.

izens, the imme-
. :

| Jola tharks God, promises agric developmen

MAIDEN ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENCY, PRINCE OLAGUNSOYE
OYINLOLA. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS INAUGURATION AND SWEARING-
IN AS THE THIRD EXECUTIVE COVERNOR OF QSUN STATE.

rity, Water-Resources, Transpor-
latie, Agrisulture and the prow
sion af an enabling envitonmert
for the socio-economic develop-
mant of Osun Slate.

N Eng we
anead, sp=: i
cies and programmes of our ac-
ministration will unfold as we settle
de'wn mare and understand bet-
ter, the posion of recoras put to-
gether by the immediate past ad-
ministration in this state. For now,

sh to louch on a few
policies.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE.
NLC AND THE ON-GO INDUS-
_IAL ACTICN

- 4 months

f <ng noii-

~ fding

e (his public fo-um,
and the swearing-in ceremany o
the new administration in Osun
Stain to anoaal to ou-hrethers and
sisters in the Nigeria Lacour Con-
gress to please, in the interest of
peace and order, suspend their
industrial action f h. ! pledge,
1o set out to work imme warely with
the leadership of the NLC, to 100
out the oufslanding areas of dis-
ouia, It is tha policy f our admin-
\siration to rejuvenae the public
service of the state which forms
t forthe implementation
ent's programimes ard

policies.
As an immediate policy mea-
su'e | wish to announce that the
ase of ratrenchec werkers will
be reviewed accordingly. As fror
nowi, the in-coming governmer!
wi" tak = the followira policy mea-
cure to address the ‘ssu
matter of urgency. Firsth 1
of Service is hereby cirected to ge

{b! The Teaching Service and

{c} The Loca' Frwerement
Servica.

{d) The Judiciar

QFFICE OF THE OMBUDS-
MAN

nificance of peace
tice, Ihe office of an Om!
is hereby crealed
Governor's Cffice. Ths
coorcinate and facilit
listed Review Pan
their responsib
sure on a sustainaole oasis that
juslice prevails in all our
endeavours in Jsun ot

STATE ASSEMBLY
THE JUDICIARY

Distinguished Ladies and
Gentiemen, it is the des'e of our
administration to thz: ‘he
three arms of governme!
together in harmony. T
ciary, as the citadel of j
the Legislature, as the 'u
ing crgen of governmen
accerded the
the Executive in the discharge of
their functions. They will be
couraged to oaciiz aiit
ate with courage a ity.
The Legislature will be inaugu-
rated 'n the next few days, by &
prociamation.

BOARDS. PARASTATALS
AND_STATUTORY COMMIS-
SION -

The Boards of all Parastatals
are hereby dissol politl
cal appoiniees are refiavec . their
appoiniments. Tne accounts of
the Boards, Parastatals and

o discrssions im Iy wth ~ Commissi are he “
ihe NLG vit & sdew ‘o resolvine  urtl further notice. Such Boards,
the differences Detween g0 Parastatais and Commissions

ment and the NLG lo zciliiate tre
i te rasumplion of duty.
1y s

0%, 1!
pulsory deduc
salaries are ner
ef2g® from the st of June, 200S.
lic service Review

n

te recommendations.
*In the case of workers that
tt.ements, 2y aay of
gratuity, will be paid w

trients made from
h2 p aves tme
will be examined anc -evicwed
suitably in line with th> principles
of faimess and equity.
In view of the foregoin
appealing {) &l striking wo
please g0 dack to werk in

iely.

TRANSITION COMMITTEE
Qur Trarsiticr: Comy
ceived over 100 remoranda ir
spate of two weeks. Some of these
memoranda addressed develop-
mental proposals and edmini
dve reforms and elner v
About 80% of these memo
however centred on alleged injus-
tice in our system. We intend to
ove these completely or re-
guce U\~ to {he Larest minimum
in the sl o-lest possible time. To
this end, a Review pane! wil' he
set up immediately with aporop--
ateterms of erce 1o clear the
reported «
this administraticn in the follcwing

are

should await further directves. 1
the case of dissolui® g
Boards of the °
mission and the Judca
Comission, 2 definite pro-
nouncement wiil be made in due
course.

LOCAL GOVTENA
TRANSITION COUNCIL

in many Local Governments
there have been reporis cf the
execution of spurious 1 3 wiits
nessed with full

VENT

sollusion of the
Transitional Commiltees and con-
nivance of the council officials.
Asafall-outofths 1 iinoderta

prevent furthe: <2.otage, a'!
members of the Transilional Com-
mittees in all the 30 Local Gov-
emments are hereby relieves of
their posts. The Directer ¢f Per-
sonnel Management are hereoy
directed to take over, pending fur-
ther directives. The Secretaries
to _ocal Govemnment Education
Authorties are similary to hand-
over 1o the Directors for Finanse
and Supplies (DFS). The ac-
counts of all the existing 30 Local
Governments i, Osun State and
Local Government Education Au-
therities are hereby frozen.
MEETING WITH SOME

ORGANISATION
This admi pleces a
lot of confidence and has expe:-

tations from scme organisations
and statutory bedies in the state.
Thase bodies include;

{a) Traditional Rulers

(b) Religious Leaders

{c) The Nige-'a abnyr Con-
aress

(d) Senior Civil Servants

{e) Vice Chancellors of Uni-

§
I.
i
i ; r
+Prince Oyinlola, Osun State Gov.
versilies and Chic! Medical Direc- SECURITY ;

lors of Teaching Hospitals in the
state, and

(1) Rectors, Registrars and
Union Leaders of Federal, State
Colleges of Educalion, Polytech-
nics, Trade Certres and School of
Health Technology.

Government will hold short
meetings with each of these
organisations as soon as possible
10 appeal for cooperation and sup-

nort
COMMISSIONERS AND AD-
VISERS
5 my wish 1o run an adminis-
hal is compac!, focussed
ienl. It will also be trans-
icial conducts. To
rnt on all aspects
ctions has been
aped, However, this b'ue prin'
further subjected to a- com-
I experts in different disci-
0 develop implementable
grammes with specilic measur-
5 eslone. The product of this
exercise will constitute the agenda
for sur Govemmant.

The choice of commissioners
and special advisers will be based
i their level of nualification, expe-
ience, party loyalty and abilily to
deliver in a dynamic administration
that we have in view.

| wish to stress that our ad-
ministration will not be distractet
by criticisms. 'Ne require con-
struclive criticisms to make us
stay on the right path. However,
this administration will not wei-
come unsolicited proposals that
are not in consonance with our
parly's programmes and poli-
cies from time to time.

Gur policy is 1o draw our inspi-
ration and sirength from the real
paople, the unheard and unseen
millions who wan! to see our dear
state progress. | have faith that Ged
is on our side and we shall there-
fore succeed.

ROYAL FATHERS

Itis unfortunate gnd lamentable
that our Royal Fathers have been
degraded and relegated to the back-
ground. This administration attach:s
great importance 1o our traditional
institutions because of their invalu-
able contributions to the peace and
progress of their areas. In this con-
nection, we shall soon set in mo-
lion the machinery for the re-con-
stitution of the Osun State Council
of Obas and Chiels

The occasion of loday also
attords me ihe opportunily to as-
sure that our administralion is com-
mitted to maintaining low and or-
cier in fils sf w admin-
straticn is determined to promole
security of lives and properties as
parl of its plans o create an er-
abling -rvironment for speedy de-
velopment .

AGRICULTURE

Ladies and Geritlemen, permit
on that can-
seq ¢ worth being
nalled a nation. We snall appraise
our approach to agriculture with a
view {0 making Osun State self-
sLSINNG N 10 n. | wish
i emohasize 1 new admin-
istration will utilize agriculture to
develop the rural areas. Our ad-
n meourage a-pri-
Vé icultural sec-
tor wit objective of
improving our coliective foriunes
for the socio-econamic develop
men. 5’ our

EDUCATIGN AND SOCIAL
SERVICES

In line with our policy of put-
= 1pace on 2oz faran sociely,
t{o n Ihat we shall, by
the grace of Gog, run an adminis-
ration thatis characierized by fair-
ness, firmness anc responsive-
ness. The education sector wil
be reinvigorated and rejuvenated
1o ensure that the future of our chil-
dren is safeguarded. We will dis-
it-e policy which discriminates
gainst certain subjects in the lib-
eral arts while als® pursuing an
educational programme that would
aromote science education. Our
inslitutions will be properly stafled
and run so that the future of our
children will not te put in serious
jecpardy.
At this juncture, | wish to relt-
erate the fact that our administra-
tion will be commitied to the con-
cept ot visioning and planning,
especially tenacious long rance
planning and purposaful implermen-
tation of our programmes. In this
reg =z qualitative free health
programme backed up with the
availability of drugs, dressings,
equipment and staff will be pro-
vided Tn our hospitals and related
heaith institutions. It is our plan to
establish a dru; manJfacturing in-
dustry as part of our D'ans to re.u-
vanaie the health sector. Qur plan

\i

is 10 build a virile and healthy
zenry that would contribute means
ingfully to tha sevelapment of Osun
State.
|.et me use this opporiunity o
invite willing investors who may
wish to pariic’ i
venturas in Osur tofeel free
10 move over as an enabling en-
vironment will be created for their
investmerts arc
framewaork fo =-glions, in-
cluding the necassary incentives
has been drawn up.

| assure everybody that poli-
cies in all aspects of human en-
deavour will 9e taiiored towards
the development of man and his
environment. Haphazard policies
would be jettisoned for coherent
and purposefu! cnes aimed at re-
alizing a speedy 2coromic growth
of Osun State. | wish to asseri that
our administration will accord the
necessary attertion to the solid
minerals sector to promote an all-
round development and exploila-
ticn of the vast deposits of solid
minerals which acound in our state.
| promise that oJr administration
will iniliate love, peace, coopera-
tion, discipline, sincerily and the
practice of frue ocracy so as
1o steer the state along the path of
true and visible development. |
wish 1o acknowledge the contri-
butions of the mecdia, particularly
members of the Fourth Estate of
the Realm to my emergence as
the govemor of Csun State. | sa-
jute you for your courage, fortilude
and “emonstration of support for
tne entrenchmant of an enduring
democratic cultura in our country,
| assure you that we will remain
the test of friends. However, |
enjoin the Press, as watchdogs of
the society, to pracice responsible

igurnalism that respects ethics and {

protessionalism. Let me therefore,
appeal for the cocperation of the |
uress with the assurance that ..our
administration and media will re- |
main parners fi"E'Q'ESS.
CONCLUSION i
Fellow citizens, you will un-
doubtedly agree with me that the

task aheao € = “aniing one which |
must be oris ad with every |
serousne: ncerity. | enjoin
you to be strong, resilient and cou-

rageaus for there 1 much o dare. |
Letus ointly meet the demands of |
our time with faith, courage, pa-
tience, determination and gratitude ,
fo God for seeing us thus far 1
charge all of us to break new
grouncs to strengnten our dearsiate
socially and economically.

| wish to assurz the generalily
of the masses that | and my able
Deputy, Erelu Olusola Obada will
work together in harmony for the

uccess of our administration. |
have found Erelu Obada lo be &
loyal and supportive lieutenant
who is willing an | capable of work-
ing for the deve'oomient of our dear
state.

My dear people of Osun
State, | want to thank you all
in for, your warm dis-
positi administration. |
seek for your continued love
and cooperalion with the firm
belief thal with your support,
we sha!' make the desired
nrogress. | promise never 10
cisagpeint you

Finally, | admonish you all .

1o remember this new adminis-
tration in \our prayers at all
times.

Distinguished Ladies and
Gentiemen, | thank you for your
audience and God Bless.

Long Live the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria!

Long Live Osun State!
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENCY, PRINCE
OLAGUNSOYE OYINLOLA, GOVERNOR OF OSUN STATE
(2003 ELECTIONS)

Today is the day that the Lord has chosen. we wil rejoice and be glad in it. Today brings to an end in
our history marking, of course, the commencement of a new era. The old order has therefore changed,
yielding place to a new one. We thank God Almighty for giving us grace and privilege to be part of this
historic occasion.

After the turbulence occasioned by the last electioneering campaign, the battle has been lost and won.
We are here together again brothers and sisters in one-love family, the large and extended family of
Osun State.

I, therefore, welcome all of you here present to this historic and epoch-making ceremony of the change
of batons from one democratically elected government to another. Even though there has been
occasional political tension it has been gratifying to note that there has been no blood-letting in Osun
State. Two months ago, nobody would have believed what is new happening.

Pessimists would say the heavens would fall or that there would be brimstone and fire. But we, who
believe in God, hold fast to him in prayer and supplication and God in his infinite mercies has brought
us happily to this destination. To God, therefore, be the glory.

| wish to acknowledge your massive and impress support for the Peoples Democratic Party as
evidenced by your remarkable decision to embrace the PDP at all levels in the last polls. | thank you
very much sincerely for your support, encouragement and the very warm disposition shown to the
Peoples Democratic Party in Osun State. | am indeed deeply touched by your goodwill and collective
resolve and join hands with our administration in our task of building a just and egalitarian society
where our people will not be oppressed or denied their rights. We are poised to set new standards and
bring back once again, an era of peace and prosperity.

It is most gratifying to note that for the first time in a long while, the people of our dear state have
chosen to align with the government at the centre. This development will undoubtedly impact positively
on the physical and general development of Osun state. It is the policy of the PDP administration in the
state, to cooperate fully with the Federal Government in our avowed determination to improve standard
of living of the citizenry.

| am of the strong conviction that with all of us working together and with God being with us, we shall
place Osun on the path of progress. | therefore solicit the support and cooperation of the good people
of Osun State, especially all the interest and pressure groups to enable our administration achieve its
set goals and objectives. Kindly permit me to observe that Osun State, our dear state yearns for

SCANNED




development. Events of the past clearly point to the fact that our state requires a vibrant leadership that
is totally committed to the well being of polity. | wish to assure you all that | have critically studied at the
various activities of government in Osun State and have arrived at the conclusion that the task ahead is
enormous but achievable.

My fellow citizens, the immediate major thrust of our policies for priority attention will be: security, water
resources, transportation, agriculture and the provision of enabling environment for socio-economic
development of Osun State.

In the weeks and months ahead, specific details of our policies and programmes of our administration
will unfold as we settle down more and more and understand better the position of records put together
by the immediate past administration in the state. For now we wish to tough on a few guiding policies.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE AND NLC AND THE ON-GO INDUSTRIAL ACTION

| wish to use this Public Forum and searing in ceremony of the new administration to appeal to the
brothers and sisters in the Nigerian Labour Congress in the interest and peace and progress, suspend
their industrial action forthwith. | pledge to set out to work immediately with the leadership of the NLC to
iron out the outstanding areas of dispute. It is the policy of our administration to rejuvenate the public
service of the State which forms the bedrock of implementation of government's programmes and
policies.

As an immediate policy measure | wish to announce, that the case of the retrenched workers will be
reviewed accordingly. As from now the incoming government will take the following policy measure to
address the issue as a matter of urgency. Firstly, the Head of Service, is hereby directed to go into
discussions immediately with the NLC with a view of resolving the differences between the government
and NLC to facilitate the immediate resumption of duty.

* The 10%, 20% and 30% compulsory deductions of for workers salaries are hereby stopped
with effect from 1st June 2003.

* A Public Service Review Panel will be set up to look into individual cases of the affected public
servants and make appropriate recommendations.

* Inthe case of the workers that cannot be re-absorbed their entitlements by the way of pensions
and gratuity will be paid without further delay.

* All appointments made from January 2003 till present time will be examined and reviewed
suitably in line with the principles of fairness and equity.

In foregoing, | am appealing to all striking workers to please go back to work immediately.



TRANSITION COMMITTEE

Our transition committee received over 100 memoranda in a spate of two weeks. Some of these
memoranda addressed developmental proposals and administrative reforms and other vital issues.
About 60% of memoranda centered on alleged injustice in our system. We intend to remove these
completely or reduce them to the barest minimum in the shortest possible time. To this end, a Review
Panel will be set up immediately with appropriate terms of reference to clear reported cases within
3months of this administration within the following areas:

e The civil service

* The Teaching Service and SPEB
e The local Government Service

e The Judiciary

OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN

In order to emphasize the significance of peace based on justice, the office of the ombudsman is
hereby created in the Governors office. This Office will coordinate and facilitate the above listed
Review Panels and take over their responsibilities and ensure sustainable basis that justice prevails in
all our endeavors in Osun State.

STATE ASSEMBLY AND JUDICIARY

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, it is the desire of our administration to ensure that the three arms
of government work together in harmony. The Judiciary as the citadel of justice, and the Legislature, as
the law making organ of government will be accorded full cooperation of the Executive in the discharge
of their functions. They will be encouraged to decide and deliberate with courage and sincerity. The
Legislature will be inaugurated in a few days by a proclamation.

BOARDS, PARASTATALS AND STATUTORY COMMISSION

The Boards of all Parastatals are hereby dissolved and political appointees are relieved of their
appointments. The accounts of the Boards, parastatals and Commissions are hereby frozen until
further notice. Such Boards, Parastatals and Commissions, should await further directives. In the case
of the dissolution of the Civil Service Commission and the Judicial Service Commission, a definite
pronouncement will be made in due course.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRANSITION COUNCIL

In many local governments there have been reports of the execution of spurious projects witnessed
with full collusion of the Transitional Committees and connivance of council officials. As a fall out of




this, in order to prevent further sabotage, all members of the Transitional Committee in all 30 local
governments are hereby relieved of their posts. The Director of Personnel Management is hereby
directed to take over, pending further directives. The Secretaries to Local Government Education
Authorities are similarly to hand over to the Directors for Finance and Supplies (DFS). The accounts of
all existing 30 local governments in Osun State and local government authorities are hereby frozen.

MEETING WITH SOME ORGANIZATIONS

This administration places a lot of confidence and has a lot of expectation from some organizations and
statutory bodies in the state.

These bodies include:

e Traditional rulers

* Religious leaders

 The Nigerian Labour Congress

e Senior civil Servants

* Vice chancellors of Universities and Medical Directors of Teaching Hospitals in the state and,

* Rectors, registrars and Union leaders of Federal, State Colleges of Education, Polytechnic,
Trade Centres and School of Health Technology.

Government will hold short meetings with all of these organizations as soon as possible to appeal for
cooperation and support.

COMMISSIONERS AND ADVISERS

It is my wish to run an administration which is compact, focused and efficient. it will also be transparent
in all official conducts. To this end, a blue print on all aspects of government functions has been
developed. However, this blueprint will be further subjected to a committee of experts in different
disciplines to develop implementable programmes with specific measurable milestone. The product of
this exercise will constitute the agenda for our government.

The choice of commissioners and advisors will be based on their level of qualification, experience,
party loyalty, and ability to deliver in a dynamic administration that we have in view.

| wish to stress that our organization will not be distracted by criticisms. We require constructive
criticism to make us stay on the right path. However, this administration will not welcome unsolicited
proposals that are not in consonance with our party's programmes and policies from time to time.

Our policy is to draw our inspiration and strength from the real people, the unheard and unseen millions
who want to see our dear state progress. | have faith that God is on our side and we shall therefore
succeed.



ROYAL FATHERS

It is unfortunate and lamentable that our royal fathers have been degraded and relegated to the
background. The administration attaches great importance to our traditional institutions because of
their invaluable contributions to the peace and progress of their areas. In this connection. we shall soon
set in motion the machinery for the re-constitution of the Osun State Council of Obas and Chiefs.

SECURITY

The occasion of today also affords me the opportunity to assure that our administration is committed to
maintaining law and order in this state. This new administration is determined to promote security of
lives and properties as part of its plans to create an enabling environment for speedy development.

AGRICULTURE

Ladies and Gentlemen permit me to submit that a nation that cannot feed itself is not worth being
called a nation. We shall appraise our approach to agriculture with a view to making Osun State self-
sustaining in food production. | wish to emphasize that this new administration will utilize agriculture to
develop the rural areas. Our administration will encourage a private sector-driven agricultural sector
with the ultimate objective of improving our collective fortunes for the socio-economic development of
our dear state.

EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES

In line with our policy of putting in place an egalitarian society, | want to affirm that we shall by the
grace of God, run an administration that is characterized by fairness, firmness and responsiveness.
The education sector will be reinvigorated and rejuvenated to ensure that the future of our children is
safeguarded. We will discard the policy which discriminates against certain subjects in the liberal arts
while also pursuing an educational programme that would promote science education. Our institutions
will be properly staffed and run so that the future of our children will not be put in serious jeopardy.

At this juncture, | wish to reiterate the fact that our administration will be committed to the concept of
visioning and planning especially tenacious and long range planning and purposeful implementation of
our programmes. In this regard, a qualitative free health programme backed up with the availability of
drugs, dressings, equipment and staff will be provided in our hospitals and related health institutions. It
is our plan to establish a drug manufacturing industry as part of our plans to rejuvenate the health
sector. Our plan is to build a virile and healthy citizenry that would contribute meaningfully to the
development of Osun State.

Let me use this opportunity to invite willing investors who may wish to participate in business ventures
in Osun State to feel free to move over as an enabling environment will be created for their investments




and operations. A framework for their operations including the necessary incentives has been drawn
up.

| assure everybody that policies in all aspects of human Endeavour will be tailored towards the
development of man and his environment. Haphazard policies would be jettisoned for coherent and
purposeful ones to aimed at realizing speedy economic growth of Osun State. | wish to assert that our
administration will accord the solid minerals sector to promote an all-round development and
exploitation of vast deposits of solid minerals which abound in our state. | promise that our
administration will initiate love, peace, cooperation, discipline, sincerity, and the practice of true
democracy so as to steer the state along the path of true and visible democracy. | wish to acknowledge
the contributions of the media, particularly members of the fourth estate of the Realm, to my
emergence as the Governor of Osun State. | salute you for your courage, fortitude and demonstration
of support for the entrenchment of enduring democratic culture in our country. | assure you that we will
remain the best of friends. However, | enjoin the press as watchdogs of the society, to practice
responsible journalism that respects ethics and professionalism. Let me therefore, appeal for the
cooperation of the press with the assurance that our administration and media wil remain partners in
progress.

CONCLUSION

Fellow citizens, you will undoubtedly agree with me that the task ahead is a daunting one which must
be prosecuted with every seriousness and sincerity. | encourage you to be strong, resilient and
courageous for there is much to dare. Let us jointly meet the demands of our time with faith, courage,
patience, determination and gratitude to God for seeing us this far. | charge all of us to break new
grounds to strengthen our dear state socially and economically.

| wish to assure the general masses that | and my able Deputy, Erelu Olusola Obada will work together
in_harmony for the success of our administration. | have found Erelu to be a loyal and supportive
lieutenant who is willing and capable of working for the development of our dear State.

My dear people of Osun State, | want to thank you all once again for your warm disposition to our
administration. | seek for your continued love and cooperation with the firm belief that we shall make
the desired progress. | promise never to disappoint you.

Finally | admonish you all to remember this new administration in your prayers at all times.
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, | thank you for your audience and God bless.
Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Long live Osun State.
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Courtesies,
Here comes a new dawn

We stand today at the portals
of a new dawn in the annals of this
great State. With the successful
conclusion of the recent genera
elections, we the people of Ogun
State have joined other members
of tha Nigerian family to re-affirm
our collective commitment to the
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