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Introduction

Population is one of the four fundamental features of a State,
the other three being territory, sovereignty and government. By and
large, population is an important factor in the global as well as local
politics and economy. Indeed, population related issues are
nowadays in the forefront of development activities.

The principal objectives of this booklet are to reveal the
follnwing:

‘he nature and origin of population development in Kano

btate

"he socio- cultural 1mpulses for the maintained high
pepulation concentration in Kano State

The prospects for the sustained population growth in
rano State and
To objectively inform compatriots, expatriates and
professionals about the peculiar nature of the population
of Kano State.

To achieve these objectives, relevant literature were reviewed
and some observations and surveys were made in an attempt to
drive home some facts and figures on the character and trends of the
population of Kano state.

Population Development Theories

Myriad demographic theories weré developed overtime and
over places to explain the arguments for or against population
expansion. Prominent amongst such include those theories of Adam
Smith who was vehemently optimistic of the need for populatlon
growth to sustain the emerging industrial muscle of Europe in the
19" century. Thomas Robert Malthus (in the 19% century too) was
pessimistic of exploding population when the commensurate food
supply was not in sight. Marxist-Lenists on the other hand argue
that resources are not always scarce but the problem lies more with
how they are distributed in the society. Neo-Malthusians emerge
since the 1960s to reinstate the fears for population growth.
Demographic Transition theorists believe that all countries all over
the world will follow trends of the advanced countries. In other
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words, the Third World countries will ultimately attain demographic
stability. Cornucopians just like Adam Smith are of the opinion that
resources in the world are just too numerous for the global
population and so there is no fear whatsoever for increase in
population. For details see Population Studies for Nigeria by
Boniface Umoh (2001). Arguments on why human numbers on the
earth should be given unrestricted proliferation or ought to be
checked against explosion are employed continuously in many
circles of opinions. However, the recent increasing economic
prosperity being registered in China, India and Brazil are good
examples of the prospects of highly populated areas vhera there is
effective management of human and natural resourc: . Or ‘he other

hand, the much dependency on migrants labour in ¢ * 0i! “ich mid-
east countries illustrates best example of diffir s f under
population. ‘

Population Census and Politics in Nigeria
In an ethnically diverse and multi religi= = sc ety like
Nigeria, the politics of population numbers : cial and
occasionally heightened to the level of brewing and b: ._—“d‘u .g tension
on the political landscape. Such problems manifest giaringly during
or around periods of general elections or population census as well
as in the politics of revenue generation and resource allocation
amongst the various states of the federation. By and large,
population head count in the history of modern Nigeria is said to be
of staggering records. According to Idris (2006), the first known
census was held at Lagos in 1866 and since that series of head count
ensued at the various regions in 1911, 1921 and 1931. It was only in
1952-53 that the first nationwide head count was conducted in
Nigeria. The next round of census came up in 1963 with its
attending political ambiguities, next was the discarded 1973.
Nigerians expected one in 1983 but could only have it in 1991.
Interestmgly, the 1991 national population census had fewer
troubles “as' compared with its predecessors. The ten year interval
was equally missed by 2001 and only the year 2006 brought next
round of headcount to our door steps.
As pointed earlier, the politics of demographic strength has
raised dust in the precarious Nigerian politics. For instance, Ukpabi
(1995) reveals that the 1963 census controversy is believed to be one
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of the forces that galvanised Nigeria’s tense crises period of the late
60s through early 70s. Some Nigerians agitate for the use of
principle of derivation in national wealth sharing in lieu of principle
of population. Some compatriots often cast doubt on any election
victory perceived to be fuelled by the ballot power of the north.
(Obasanjos’ 1999 election victory not an exception). A typical
example of such stance is revealed by Adewale Ademoyoga in his
Why We Struck — The Story of First Nigerian Coup (1981), where he
claimed that the 1961 census was ground to test the sincerity of the
NPC led government. He concluded that the NPC mutilated the
census figures it order to lubricate the victory of the North. The

973 naticr  population census was heavily criticised by the
2epless ‘baddn press axis. They mounted so much pressure
ot the ¢s old Murtala Regime (1975-1976) had to proscribe

| cens ilt. That administration adopted the 1963 census
dch we :vour of the north. The examples of the said pressure
aciude | ditorials of Daily Times (June 8, 1974); Daily Sketch

{May 19, u74); Nigerian Herald (April 19, 1974) and Nigerian
Chronicle {viay 20, 1974). But just like Mainasara (1982) posited in
his The Five Majors -Why They Struck, the only correct census is one
that would give the'South more people than the north.

Apart from those who commit their arguments into writing, it
is common phenomenon in personal discussions with some
compatriots to argue bitterly, though with no substance that the
population power enjoyed by Kano is fictitious or merely inflated.
What will such fellow citizens say if there were no creation of
additional states in 1991. The result of 1991 census will definitely
show that’ Kano is ahead of Lagos State by some three million
Nigerians thus, making it the most populous in the country!

Believably, any body doubting or ignoring the demographic
strength of northern Nigeria is categorically questioning the high
concentration of people in Kano State which always takes the lead
in the north if not the whole country. It could be said that while
some of the doubting Thomases are subjective, others could be
ranked as semi objective. In the case of the former, they are the
people who merely reject the towering numbers of people of Kano
state out of sheer sentiment. In the case of former, they are people
who bélieve thati they are knowledgeably questioning the veracity of
Kano state’s population. Some of them are experts who observe with
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rather curious and scientific eyes using some concepts or;models to

test the population figures of the state. I will imagine that; such :

people may say after crisscrossing the length and breadth, of Kano::

‘we were in Kano state, the demographic gaint of the“north...even
the city, is not as big as Ibadan let alone Lagos.:. yes,:Kano cijty-is
enormously filled with people. But apart from the city of Kano no
any other town is as big as Ogbomosho Ile-Ife. llesha or Sagamu. So
the net population of Kano is susplclous andbyimplication all other
places in the north.’

Kano seems to be pivotal whenever sucT argiments arise
because of its highest number, of local govern: nt reas in the
country. For such, they allege that it is sole! an outcome of
nepotism and Arewaphilia (excess love of northe  Ni: sria) nursed
and nurtured into polity by northerners.  Agains' his hackground,
this write-up intends toilook at the basis for the lc g sustained
growth of populationin Kano state. Kano, being » alc y of diverse
human race is tied by strings of polycultures, sun. v ¢ onomic and
historical activities. To say that, Kano is a great on! 2 of human
. population between the Niger and Nile deltas is nct a hypothesis but
an axiom. Kano has many environmental, cultural, historical and
economic peculiarities and priorities that help to shape and sustain
its unique demographic arrangements overtime.

Some Flash Points on Kano's Pre-eminence

Kano is uniquely the most known natural state in Nigeria and
indeed in many parts of the world. Speaking in the context of
Nigeria, some states and cities ranked far less than Kano’s pre-
eminence in the national and global arena. Some compatriots
perhaps out of statism or regionalism tend to compare Kano on the
same plane with such places like Lagos, Ibadan, Kaduna, Abuja or
even Sokoto. All such places developed via huge inducements of
certain political realities in the historical strata of Nigeria.

In the case of Lagos, the ex-capital city of Nigeria, it received
immense boost from the colonial and post colonial governments and
trans-national corporations. In fact, it only appeared on the horizon
as a result of colonialism. This means, by implication that every part
of its making is rather quite inorganic. Thus, southern coastline
towns like Calabar, Port Harcourt and others could equally have
been as big as Lagos if they were glven the chance to be the nation's
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capital city. Lagos does not differ much from them in its
environmental make up. Kaduna is also a creation of the
colonialists, and being the administrative seat of the defunct
regional government of northern Nigeria, it received a lot of
developmental incentives and inducements that it could only
acquire via that exalted and enviable position. LZungeru in Niger
State remains a small town, had it retained its earlier position as the
pioneer capital of northern Nigeria, it would have been very big by
now. Abuja with its shooting star speed of expansion is what it is
today simply because of the 1976 Murtala administration's decision
tc shift the ~utions capital city from Lagos on the basis of

¢ owdednes: . nd security reasons. Sokoto being the seat of the
c: tiphate | 11y in the 19™ century risen above Kano’s township
suatia! ‘olonialism soon plunged Sokoto to the back of the

§; other hand, Kano provides a surprising example of a

that ‘vnamic and naturally sustainable. It has never been a

v wonal oo r2zional capital but the dynamism and determination of
;eople .l environment makes it a place that is more than a city-
staie. In c.ect, it is world writ large. Below are some of their

panegyric mmarks on Kano's people, places and activities from
couple of centuries ago through the new age.

British explorers namely, Hugh Clapperton and Henry Barth
visited Kano in the early 19" century. Barth and Clapperton had also
visited most of the towns in the forest, savannah and desert regions
of Africa. Lord Lugard, the pioneer Governor-General of Nigeria
worked for the British colonial office in India, Pakistan, Hong Kong
and British East Africa. Doubtlessly, all the officers mentioned had
travelled widely. Based on their wealth of travel experiences, below
are some of their words of impression about the people and contents
of Kano.

Hugh Clapperton calls it:
‘The great emporium of kingdom of Hausa’

[On Kano's market] ‘Well supplied with every necessary luxury in
request among people ... there is no market in Africa so well
regulated’



Henry Barth's remarks on Kano:

‘The central point of commerce ... a great storehouse of
information...a place like Kano... will at some future become
important even for the commercial world of Europe... one of the
most fertile spots on the earth able to produce not only the supply of
corn .necessary for its population but can also export... we must
presume that Kano is one o the happiest countries in the world.. it
" was the most animated picture of the little world itself, so different
in external form from all that is seen in the Eurm .a town,-yet so
similar in its internal principles’

For Nigeria’s First Governor-General, Lord Lugard K i« :sen thus:

‘Commercial emporium of the western Sudan’
[On the Kano city wall]’ I have never seen, no:r .er imagined,
anything like it in Africa.’
[On the Emir’s palace] ‘a no mean citadel’
For these and more remarks on Kano please see Bello-Kano (2003).
The * above remarks perhaps said little about the pre-
eminence of Kano. It is the only: State in Nigeria that received
highest number of visits by international political, economic and
religious leaders after state capitals (Lagos and later Abuja) which
naturally are the expected points of stay of the visiting foreign heads
of states and governments. In fact, leaders from the Islamic world,
the erstwhile Eastern bloc and Western bloc have all personally
chosen to visit Kano. Such leaders include Her Majesty, .Queen
Elizabeth (Il) of the United Kingdem of Great Britain and Northern
Island who is also the head wf state;of countries ‘like Canada,
Australia, New Zealand and head:of the Commonwealth as well;
President Jimmy Carter of the United States, President Jamal Abdel
Nasser of Egypt, Muamamar Ghaddafi of Libya, President B.] Habibi
of Indonesia, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher ofi the United
Kingdom, Mrs Albright, the former US'Secretary of State and
Presidents of the World Bank and Intematlonal Monetary Fund
(IMF) among others. Ryl ) ik

Peoples of Kano - Settlement and Pbpuiqﬁon
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Composition Up to the 21* Century

Before one suggests the composition of the people of Kano, it
will be more appropriate to point out the temporal and spatial
patterns of the evolution of settlements that radiate into and from
the Dala hill in the ancient city. There has been a long lasting
organic relationship between the city of Kano, and almost all the
regions in the present political and social cohesion known as Kano
State (with its 44 local government areas). Kano emirate also
includes few local government areas that had been in the Kano
emirate for centuries but were only excised through the creation of
Jigawa State in the year 1991.

It is ©+ ~ommon historical expression in various historical
te hat ! became a ‘state’ i.e. political entity in 999 AD.
Hoowvever, (his Coes not mean that people started inhabiting the area

that ‘ime. In effect, Olofin (1987) reveals that a

heimolumin:cent dating of some man-made relics conducted at
i Kingdom  for Bayero University's History Department
supgesls that man was actively engaged in iron smelting culture in

ilano at about 320 - 380 AD. So conclusively people must have been
there for more than one thousand years to develop such skills of iron
smelting. the historical facts of how Kano originate are quite
abundant.

It is necessary to correct the impression held by some
authorities in history of Kano who refer to Kano in some of their
works as a city state. An example is that of Adamu’s (1999)
Confluences and Influences in the Emergence of Kano as a City-State.
Kano could have started as a city state that enclosed the twin hills of
Dala and Goron Dutse, but it soon grew above that, as it covered and
engulfed all the areas of its current land area plus some sections of
the present Jigawa state. A city-state is a country that is made up of
one city. Example of that include the ancient Greek city states of
Athens and Sparta as well as the modern Vatican City and Singapore
among others.

Development of Human Settlement in Kano

Development or evolution of human settlement in Kano is said
to criss-cross centuries. By and large, the settlements evolved
simultaneously across the length and breadth of the present Kano
state. It all started as isolated groups of hunters and gatherers on
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and around few hills - Dala, Goron Dutse, Magwan, Bompai and
Panisau all in the present day Kano metropolitan. Apart from these
hills, Last (1979) identifies others which include Lambu settlement
complex and Fangwai - Santalo complex which lie within what
Mortimore (1972) calls Kano Close-Settled Zone which covers an
area of over 30 miles (50 kilometres) radius of Kano city.

Liman and Adamu (2003) reveal that Kano survived to
answer the name of city only in the 11th and 12th century and that
was during the reign of Sarki Jusa when the first phase of the city
wall construction project was finished. By then, Kano had become a
city where immigrants move into and consequent!y the need for
security had increased rapidly. The authors also quote Lord Lugard
where he remarks that by the time that he iook over the

administration of northern Nigeria he estimated fcrty walled towns
within the 30 miles radius of Kano city and a tolal of /70 walled
towns in the whole province. In short, this means that as at the early

days of colonial rule the number of towns in Kano was quite bold
and impressive. This also justifies the saying that Kano is not a city-
state but a nation-state where rural and urban dwellers live a
symbiotic relationship for a very long period of time.

Dan Asabe (2004) pinpoints that by 19th century, the emirs
of Kano had already established a number of farm houses or slave
estates in many parts of the emirate both near and far away from the
city. Such include Yokanna, Gasgainu, Sawaina, Wasai, Gogel,
Yalwan Danziyal, Dorayi, Nassarawa, Gandun Albasa and Gurjiya
among others. The said farm houses and slave estates could equally
be counted down as part of the long standing rural and semi urban
settlements in Kano. Similarly, the author adds that to attain
maximum security some ribaats (frontier military towns) were
formed in many parts of the emirate while others were strengthened.
The newer ones include Gwarzo in the west, Babura in the north-
west, Dambatta in the north and Gwaram in the south-east. The
older frontier towns include Karaye in the west and Rano in the
south. All these are now flourishing towns in Kano with exception
of Babura now in Jigawa state. Yet another proof of the long standing
history of settlements in Kano is outlined by Ado-Kurawa (1989).
The author has succesfullly sketched out major campaign grounds
used by the Fulani jihadists of the 18th century in Kano. The Fulani
clans of Yolawa, Sullubawa, Danejawa, Dambazawa and Mobibawa
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along with some Hausas launched their campaigns from sixteer.
towns located to the west of Kano (including its border with Zazzau
kingdom). Similarly, organised resistance was also launched from
some eleven towns located at the centre, south and east of Kano by
other Fulani clans namely Jobawa, Gyanawa and Yaligawa. The
author also maintained that the second Fulani Emir of Kano, Mallam
Ibrahim Dabo’s jihad campaigns had even spread to as far as Riruwai
some 200 kilometres away from Kano.

As far as Kano State is concerned, these settlements have
remained and in fact raore towns have developed as a result of
myriad political and economic reasons e.g. agricultural programmes
and projects, roads, resettlements, administrative purposes and

others. The phenomenon of ghost towns in Kano is rarely known.
This author only knows of Old Falgore town which was abandoned
for the interest of establishing a game reserve and that town has
been replaced by New Falgore town. Of course, some towns have
been excised to Jigawa state but fortunately only the thinly settled
areas were carved out.

Population Composition in Kano -Pre-colonial to
Postcolonial Periods

This rubric considers both numbers, density as well as the
ethnic composition of the peoples of Kano from its beginning
through the modern times. Many historical texts observe that some
hunters from Gaya itself an older town, its people namely
Abagayawa were the first migrants to settle in the present day Kano.
Nonetheless it could be concluded that the demographic
advancement registered by Kano which was occasioned by its good
and fertile landscape as well as accessibility, hospitality helped to
induce its increased anthropogenic heterogenisation.

Bello-Kano (2003) although focused his searchlight on the
literary illustrations on accounts given by three outstanding agents
of colonialism namely Clapperton, Barth and Lord Lugard indicate a
lot about the demographic numbers of Kano which appeared for
them to be awesome and opium that intoxicated them as their
panegyric and mesmerising remarks on Kano indicate. Clapperton
came to Kano as an explorer cum spy in the 1820s and estimated the
population of Kano to be between 30,000.- 40,000. Barth on the
other hand came to Kano in March 1851 estimated the population of
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Kano city to be 60, 000 half of which he believed were slaves.
However, Barth.was of the opinion that the aggregate population of
the Kano province by that period stood at half a million. Thus, this is
yet another ground to support my earlier argument that Kano was
not a city-state. In the case of Lord Lugard, the evidence of Kano's
demographic might is indicated in his military mobilisation to
conquer Kano city and its towns in 1903. By that time Lugard
mobilised one thousand foot soldiers, fifty European commanders,
plenty long range guns and four maxim guns. All these could be
sufficient to destroy any big city in the world even tclay.

As far back as that time Barth was convinced of Kano's
cosmopolitan nature. He saw many people of varic::s etiinic groups
conducting their business under free and fair atmos:here. The tribes
he recognised include the Nupes, Cyprians, /rabs, Mandigos
(Wangara of Mali) among others. The toponomy (nare of places) of
many areas in Kano also support the argumeni that Kano is
ethnically cosmopolitan. Dan Asabe (2004) lists some of the wards
that bear name of some tribes. they include Zangon Barebari for
(Kanuri merchants and scholars); Tudun Nupawa for Nupe; Ayagi
for Yorubas; Madabo for Wangarawas of Mali; Kul-Kul, Koki and
Kan Tudun Madabo for the people of Katsina; Agadasawa for the
people Agades; Daurawa for people of Daura, Soron Dinki for Fulani
migrants; and Dandalin Turawa for the people of Arab lineage. All
these wards have been in existence since before 19th century. If the
above wards are located within the heart of the ancient city of Kano,
it is good to add that that the diverse demographic composition of
Kano spread to beyond the city. Dan Asabe also relates that many
areas outside the city are equally diverse in their ethnic
composition.- For instance, Agalawa, Torankawa, Kambarin Bare
Bare have settled in villages around Kura, Bunkure, Bebeji,
Kumurya, Kunya, Bichi Garko, Utai, Sumaila, Madobi,Lambu, Gora,
Zabainawa, Bichi and others. At this point, it is pertinent to add that
the robust groundnut business during the colonial period had
attracted many Arabs - Syrians, Lebanese and Yemenis to Kano's
myriad villages and many of them till date have mingled and
integrated well with the natives.

It has to be made clear at this point that most of the tribes
mentioned have become fully integrated with the domineering
Hausa/Fulani population and as such have lost most of their
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outstanding heritage paraphernalia. And this has always been the
case with similar circumstances around the world as an
anthropologist would confirm.

The above point, however, should not make us blindfolded.
Kano's cosmopolitan nature has rather increased remarkably sequel
to economic and political windows of opportunity increasingly
coming to its way. Kano has acquired its cosmopolitan or globalised
demographic setting since the days of the famous trans-Saharan
trade which brought together people from North Africa, sub-Saharan
countries and Europe. Surprisingly, as the compass of trade shifts to
the Atlantic at the wake of colonial rule many of Kano's sister towns

decline in imporiance and some have decayed forever. On the other
hand, for Kano, colonialism is yet another fattening ground as it
grows both in importance and vigour in that sort of globalisational
process. Since that time, the ethnic composition of Kano has only

increased. Some of the nationalities and ethnic groups in Kano
excluding the dominant Hausa and Fulani include the following:
Kanuris, Yorubas (all dialects), Arabs (Lebenese, Egyptians, Saudis,
Lebanese, Yemenis, and Syrians), Chinese, Malays, Indonesians,
Nupes, Djerma, Touregs, Shuwa Arabs, Ebiras, Igalas, Tivs, Jukuns,
Angas, Katafs, Igbos, Edos, Itsekiris, Gwaris, Ghanaians, Senegalese,
Europeans, Americans including African Americans. In a nutshell,
the list is difficult to exhaust. In effect, it is easier to sort out who is
not around than who is around the city of Kano. A number of
reasons ranging from public service, humanitarian, economic and
diplomatic activities are seen as responsible for this enormous
ethnic rainbow that Kano is identified with.

Environmental Determinants of High Population Growth
in Kano

The primary needs of humankind include air, food, water,
shelter and clothes. All these living essential are derived directly
from the environmental resources. By implication, it can be said that
environment determines and informs where and how humans
should subsist. By and large, availability of water, nature of the
vegetation, type of the landscape and soils in addition to climate
dictate the pattern and distribution of population over any given
place on the earth. We will look at Kano’s enviable population
concentration in relation to these ecological essentials.
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Landscape

Kano State is underlain by two major geological formations,
the basement complex which covers the largest proportion of the
state and Chad formation which covers relatively small areas
specifically towards extreme northern part of the state (e.g.
Dambatta, Makoda) i.e. its northern border with Jigawa State. The
basement complex is composed of older granitic rocks of pre-
cambrian origin. While at the extreme southern tip of the state lies
younger granitic rocks of Jurassic period. Riruwai and its

surroundings are examples of such area. the ¢ nlozi= process of
pediplanation has made it possible for the older ; «nit s to give way
for flat terrain or simply plain-lands in this area «/hi - the pockets
of hills that we see all around Kano are merely : :id: il beacons of
that natural washing. A dry land plain like that of ~an: offers a good
opportunity for human settlement, agriculi: e, grazing and

accessibility and mobility of people and materiai:. In other words,
the landscape of this area is suited to accommodate more humans as
compared with that of rocky, marshy, sandy or thickly vegetated
areas.

Soils

The soils in Kano cover all the three major soil categories -
zonal, intra-zonal and azonal. Zonal type of soils cover the largest
part of the state they are mainly ferruginous type of soil which have
high content of iron. While the intra zonal type are mainly the
hydromorphic soils popularly known as fadamaland which is wet
and fertile area due to its location in the river basin. The azonal soils
on the other hand, are of little quantity and quality as far as
agricultural production is concerned. They are immature soils found
on the slopes or in the river beds. Both zonal and intra-zonal soils
develop on wind blown materials. Research has proved that the soils
in Kano are very fertile because of the good management strategies
of the users as well as harmattan dust which drops some minerals
that fertilise the soils again. Kano is no doubt an example of one of
the locations on the earth where the population density is high yet
in spite of the enormous pressure exerted ‘on the soils, land-
fallowing is not practiced because of the marvellous land
management practises which help soils to be ever productive and
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protected. The fertile soils in Kano ensures the food security (with
exception of the famine periods of the pre-colonial era). The soil
fertility makes it possible for mass production of various food items
in the state now and in the past.

Drainage and Hydrology

Water is necessity for all forms of human settlements. -

Speaking about its availability on the surface and sub-surface in
many areas of Kano is also important aspect of population carrying
capacity of the land. Two major rivers drain wonderfully over Kano's
terrain. River Kano emanates from the southern Kano highlands

which is also referred to as the foot slope of the Jos plateau. It flows
up to ceniral Kano where it makes a confluence at Tamburawa with
River Chailawa which emerges from the western Kano. Apart from
these there arc numerous streams that criss cross the length and

breadth of Kano. One interesting aspect of the hydrology of Kano is
that its ground water is not deep, in fact many areas both in the city
and rural areas could fetch water from local wells at an arm length
depending on secasonality and underground pressure. The two major
rivers mentioned above are perennial most of the streams are
seasonal. The seasonality ¢f rivers and streams in Kano is
purportedly caused by dams’ impoundments. Presently, Kano State
has the largest concentration of dams in Nigeria and two of its dams
Tiga and Challawa are part of the biggest dams in Africa. Both were
created by Kano State government in the 1970s.

Vegetation

Naturally, areas with thick and luxuriant vegetation growth
and those with little or no vegetation growth correspond with areas
that bank little or infinitesimal population concentrations. Kano
state in the main, has three types of vegetation. From the extreme
south is the first type which is northern guinea savannah well
known for its rich biodiversity and luxuriant growth of taller trees.
Away from Doguwa which some 200 kilometres from Kano ancient
city up to few kilometres north of the city of Kano lies the second
type of vegetation called Sudan savannah. It has a sparse
distribution of trees and much grasses and shrubs. The strip of belt
of Sahelian vegetation forms the third and it is found in the extreme
northern Kano. What all this indicates is that all parts of Kano state
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are arable and could sustainably hold humans and livestock.
Humans have boldly interfered with natural vegetation design of
Kano, but it is interesting to add that it is one of Kano's peculiarities
that its farmers keep an ecologically interesting farming system
which involves keeping economic trees on farmlands called farmed
parkland. For a long-since, this type of customised vegetation has
helped to further embrace chances for expanded growth of food
production in Kano. The land in Kano can sustain almost all
categories of plants ranging from trees, cereals, tubers, vegetables
and leafy foods.

Climate

 Kano has a marked dry and wet seasons v ' av rage wet
season of about six rainy months. The temperaturc = 'h «  diurnal
and annual ranges are not prohibitively high to ite: human,
plant and animal life. The annual temperature is tly ~bove 30
degrees centigrade. However, it is to be noted th:: «lin:ite has a

rather striking impact on the demographic arrange:. :nt ¢/ Kano in
the past and through current times. In particular, the movement of
people between urban and rural centres is governed by seasonality.
People move to urban centres in enmasse during the dry season for
menial jobs and other activities in Kano. Such people move back to
rural areas for cultivation. This is how the climate impacts on the
population redistribution in Kano of the past and present.

To draw curtain on the section of the environmental
determinants of the population, it should be noted that whereas
some parts of Nigeria face some critical ecological crises like the
climate induced disturbing sea level rise like in Lagos and Niger
delta or the obvious desertification in some extreme northern states
like Sokoto and Yobe. Kano, while has its own peculiar ecological
threats, it is not however at the centre of storm. To know more about
environmental set up of Kano please refer to Olofin (1987).

Cultural Determinants of High Population in Kano
Culture is the embodiment of traditions, beliefs, customs and
values of people. Culture on its part plays a significant role in
promoting the chances of population growth in many parts of the
world through influences on marriages and procreation rates as a
whole. For instance, in western countries and areas that blindly
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follow their footsteps the culture of raising many children is seen as
odd and improper. While Christianity or more precisely the many
modern churches are against polygamy and also close chances of
remarriage of any of the widowed spouse. Westernised minds have
always thought of marriage at maximum age when for many ladies
menopause is around the corner and for men they think of marriage
at forties. On the basis of culture as it affects population growth in
Kano we are to look at it from two prisms: Islam and Hausa Fulani
traditions. ’

More than 95% of the people of Kano are Muslims, and as

such izlam i»fluences personal and community affairs and decisions
in Kano. Isiinic faith conditionally permits Muslims to practice
polygamy v 'h a benchmark limit of four wives. Polygamy is a
commoen pronomenon in Kano as such one can observe that
averag.'y such families have higher chances of raising more number

of chil‘iren. i{ano is one area where one finds occasions of adding
more wives as constantly on the increase. One can observe that this
is very common even amongst the well learned public servants,
academics and the intelligentsia. The fact that Islam permits
remarriage after divorce or at death of a spouse also helps
population to grow higher.

On the front of Hausa/Fulani society it is relevant to state that
their culture abhors celibacy from angles of both men and women.
Consequently, one observes how rural dwellers in particular marry
their issues at tender age while westernisation dislike that culture of
polygamy. Muslim community on the other hand, abhor any extra
marital birth or affair. Thus, even in the city many ladies and gents
got married at dawn of maturity and continue fishing for their
education up to university level within the confines of marital
boundaries (Werthmann, 2005).

Another good aspect of promoting marriage is exhibited by a
standing tradition in Kano and that is through the famous Tashe play
organised by the Kano palace approved titled player called Nalako.
The played is performed during the Ramadan period, the play starts
in a procession round the city which focuses attention on Gwauro
(unmarried male). The philosophy of the play is to induce and
encourage intending grooms to speed up efforts of retirement from
bachelorship. ' :
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Political Determinants of High Population In Kano (pre-

colonial and colonial eras)

So far we have seen the role played by the physical
environment and ° culture in influencing the flourishing and
proliferation of population in Kano. In this section, we will look
through historical prisms to find out some of the happenings that
favoured population to soar in Kano. The political impacts are no
doubt quite significant demographically. The implications of some
political actions include in particular the stability brought by the
Sokoto caliphate and later colonialism.

Suleiman (2004) disclosed that the collapse of the Songhai

empire between 17th and 18th century gave Kano a cliance o be a
more consolidated and diverse state as more imiiigrants and
merchants of Fulani and Arab stock moved into Kano os cierging
economic power in the Sudan i.e. the sub-Saharan Afri::

Security is one of the vital pillars of any state, a!:houzh Kano
was quite resilient to many wars that were order of the day, it

remained like the proverbial cat with nine lives by surviving the
attacks. The attacks on Kano territory by Katsina, Damagaran,
Kwararafa, Ningi and others were quite obvious. However, the
Sokoto jihad gave Kano a maximum security to flourish
exponentially. Dan Asabe (2004) posits that since the Sokoto
caliphate was a confederation to which Kano is or was a great
member Kano was shielded from many attacks from the enemies of
the caliphate. Kazaure, Daura and Katsina shielded it from Zinder
and Maradi, while Hadejia, Katagum, Gumel, Misau and Jamaare
shielded it from north east. Zaria provided Kano with security from
the west. In the south it is Bauchi that protected Kano. In fact it is
available in the oral tradition that Borno had attempted attacking
Kano in 19" century but the Elkanemis met their waterloo at Bauchi.

Colonialism has in a way accorded Kano a priority that it
deserve and command largely due to its demographic strength
which has political and economic implications. Saeed (2003) state
that at the beginning, colonialists made Kano a mega province under
which were subjected Katsina,Katagum, Kazaure, Daura, Gumel,
Hadejia,Misau,Jama'are and Dambam. The centre -periphery
relations between Kano and those emirates must have in one way or
the other consolidated and strengthened movements between Kano
and such places.
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Another outstanding political pointer to the high population
concentration in Kano is given by Saeed (2003) and Adamu (1999) to
be the colonial reorganisation of the administration of the districts.
All districts heads were forced to stay at their fiefs. Hitherto, they
stayed in the city and had only their proxies (jakadu) there.
Consequent to that, Jumla (group of villages) and gundumomi
(hamlets) were also created to facilitate tax collection. As a result of
this development, by 1917 Kano had twenty district heads, three
hundred and ninety five town and village heads who appropriate
enormous and increasing tax for the colonial government. The

amount of 'he tax collected from Kano emirate convinced the
coloni:'ists 1~ it Kano province (inclusive of all the other emirates)
had pc ulati @ close to two million.

Econc nic 'zferminants of High Population in Kano

cconaiay has always played a crucial role in determining the
level of population concentration over any given space. Economy
has to do with the natural and human resources availability,
organisation and production which lead to convergence and
divergence of people from various locations. In this section, we will
look at how Kano fared in the pre-colonial(trans Saharan trade and
sub-Saharan trade routes) and trans-Atlantic trade as well as in the
age of globalisation. By and large, right from 18th century Kano has
achieved the status of the places that have the optimum population.
The population density has been high, jobs were quite available to
the extent that slaves were badly needed and the standard of living
was quite appreciable as compared with neighbouring areas.

From the observations of such explorers like Barth and
Clapperton it is conceivable that by the 19th century Kano had
become an international market and industrial base whose tentacles
spread to all directions. Shea (2003) opines that the regionalisation
of the industrial specialisation suggested by the Caliph Muhammad
Bello of the Sokoto caliphate had given Kano a chance to be an
overwhelming industrial centre that was patronised from all
directions. Then, Kano was famous for its textile products, cereals,
slaves, hides and skins and others. Adamu (1999) suggests that the
cottage industries whose products were exported were not confined
to Kano city as there were dye pits and tanneries in such places like
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Kura, Bunkure and Rano. Perhaps that informs the famous epithet of
Barth who called Kano ‘a great emporium of the Hausa kingdom’.

Accessibility is yet another premier force that makes Kano
economically a centrifugal and centripetal state or kingdom. People
from all directions are attracted by the huge market (consumers) and
the high production which is informed by the high number of
peasants who were engaged in one form of production or the other.
Jimada (2004) reveals that by fifteenth century a complex network of
trade had developed between Kano located in the savannah and
other towns in the Sahara, Middle Niger and the west African forest
belt. One of the routes linked Kano with Zinder (in Niger republic),
Zaria, Kontagora, Raba, Mokwa, Oyo, Ile, Bussa «a1d (-onja
({Ashanti} in Ghana).

Kano was rivalled directly-by Katsina in the coivol of the

Trans Saharan trade, while Sokoto was a political god-fai/:~» to .ano
exercising and exerting influences some time such inicrventions
were tough. However, by the colonial overtake of the caliphate all

such interventions came to virtual standstill. Colonialisin has even
brought to an end most of the security risks around. The sudden
collapse of the Trans Saharan trade due to the British, French,
Italian and German colonisation caused serious decline of Sokoto,
Katsina, Yerwa, Oyo and many others (Mabogunje 1960). On the
contrary, Kano became simply integrated into the trans Atlantic
trade. The railway which came to Kano in 1911 linked it with
virtually all parts of Nigeria. The demographic impact of that on
Kano was succinctly put by Shea (2003) as follows:

Not only were the world economic conditions made more
immediately relevant to the local economy, but also the immigration
of large numbers of outsiders had an enduring impact on the nature
of the society...New people meant new ideas, new technologies, new
skills, more capital , and an overall increase in the cosmopolitan
nature of this already sophisticated city. The railway, however, also
meant that the newcomers came quickly...

More people troop into Kano after the independence as
manufacturing industries crop up and the booming Nigerian
economy needed services of the skilled expatriates and unskilled
labour of the natives. This is how many more Europeans found their
way into Kano. Thanks to the trustworthiness of the Kano business
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class and the presence of an international airport in Kano, the first of
its kind in Nigeria. Many people from southern and central Nigeria
looked at Kano as hot cake of jobs and trade and business
opportunities. Many west Africans also moved into Kano for menial
jobs. Thanks to the weather of hospitality in Kano which is informed
by the political ascendancy attained by Kano for a very long time.
The New hopes induced by globalisation has made *Kano an
attractive spot where the Chinese and other south east Asians move
towards with vigour and rigour of investment.

In summary and summation, the economic opportunities and
prosperiiv in Kano across the time serves as the feeder to population
concentration

Resou:z [use and Prospects of Sustained Population
Growii: in [.uno State

The prospects of any state depends much on the abundance
and good management of the life supporting resources. No matter
how industrialised, politically favoured, and no matter how close a
location is to sea and no matter how submissive a location is to the
interest of the global super powers there is no alternative to the
uncreatable natural endowments of ground and surface water,
geologic and biota resources and above all the human resources.
Food, water, energy and, job security are at the front. Kano is
one of the oldest settlements in Nigeria where the population has
been utilising its natural resources for long since. And can still
maintain its high population because the available human and
natural resources available can sustain its further growth of
population. In fact, the population/resource questions has been a
worrying question over a very long time simply because the
distribution of resources is uneven just like that of population all
over the world. Edward Ackerman has successfully created models
or typologies of population/resource use base on the level of
technology, population density and land resource availability
(Zelinsky, 1970). | Indeed, Kano does not have an autarchy of all
the resources that its population need, however an attempt is made
to reveal the basic resources that could hold the population and
sustain its vigour in the long future. Such resources include water,
land and energy. The three are very essential for sustainable
development and their good management will also ensure low
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poverty level, industrialisation and prosperity of the overall
population.

Land Resources

In many parts of Nigeria, land is scarce because of its limiled
nature. Population density is so high and competing uses or natural
barriers like forests, deserls, mountains etc further exacerbate the
situation of land crises. Kano has quile abundant land for
development of various agricullural activities, human settlements,
industries and other developmental activities. In the case of land for
food production, Kano stale sustained its agricultural productivity
mainly from rain fed farming. However, since the late 1970s the

future of Kano in terms of food production has been radesizned
through development of the Kano river basin developimcal project
where multiple cash and food crops are cultivated. In the “ano river
basin alone, over 60,000 hectares were projected. The phase I of the
Kano river project irrigation scheme was designed ior 272,000
hectares which is yet to be developed completely. he federal

government took over the project in the late 1970s and unfortunately
the progress of the project has come to stand still since the project
was transferred to the Hadejia Jamaare River Basin Development
Authority. However, the stale government under its various
agricultural development projects has created thousands of hectares
of irrigation sites in many parts of the state. Such include ones at
Gari,Tomas,Kafinchiri, Jakara and others. From what has been
mentioned above, Kano state. has the abundant land resources to
achieve self sufficiency in the production of cereals, vegetables,
tuber crops, fish and livestock. Just like the situation is with water,
the problems of food production have to do more with management
of the land resources particularly in respect of land ownership and
protection for sustainability.

Water

Water security is one of the basic developmental challenges
that face most of the developing countries and the world as a whole.
The quantity and quality of water resources are very significant to
all places where humans can inhabit. Although Kano state falls
under the range of the global dry land areas, its sustentative and
potential water resources are quite large. In fact, one can say that
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Kano stands a good chance of being the wealthiest state in Nigeria in
terms of the availability of water resources for various human
development activities. Kano state has over thirty three big, medium
and small dams in its territory. God so kind, and Glory be to Him, all
these dams are not concentrated in one place, they are rather located
at every part and angle of the state. The two of these dams are some
of the largest in Nigeria if not Africa, they are namely Tiga and
Challawa. The state also has some sixteen water treatment plants
that as al 1997 has total capacity of some 234.726 million litres per
day but these exclude the gigantic projects initiated recently by
Shekarau administration to overhaul and raise the level of water
supply in the state. Apart from the surface water in dams and rivers
the quantity o! the ground water is quite appreciable, there are also
thousands of bore holes constructed by the state government and
individuals all over the state. Going by the amount of water
impounded from the rainfall into dams in Kano state, one can say
with impunity that the problem of water in the state now and in the
future is more a case of poor management. It is far from scarcity of
the essential resource called water.

Energy

A research conducted by Mortimore and others (1987) on
behalf of the Tokyo based United Nations Univeristy revealed that
Kano has grown too large to fend itself with the requested fuel wood
consumption. Fuel wood is widely consumed in the city and rural
areas and that is to the chagrin of the environmental stability of high
population density areas like Kano. However, mechanisation and
electrification of services and industries has made Kano to depend
on the petroleum products which comes from the Niger delta area.
Kano also stands to benefit from various West African and north -
West African pipeline gas projects which have been proposed and
have started in earnest in some areas. The project is part of the
efforts of the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) to
achieve good and reliable energy distribution in Africa.

However, in spite of the fact that Kano lacks means of energy
self sufficiency in the fossil .fuels (firewood and oil) because it
doesn't have mineral oil and huge forest belts, the state has good
potentials for generation of the alternative sources of energy - solar
energy, and hydro-electric power (HEP) which are cleaner and
ecologically sound. We could be optimistic enough to assert that
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Kano could in the nearest future achieve self sufficiency in
generation of energy for domestic and industrial use. The Shekarau
administration is right now planning to develop an HEP project for
electricity supply in the state. Electricity is one of the project that
Tiga dam as multipurpose dam was designed to provide. In the same
way, the great Challawa dam could also be used in achieving the
same purpose. Besides, another HEP could be developed Zainabi
near Riruwai in Doguwa local government in southern Kano, the
gradient and the waterfall could be utilised for that purpose. this
also very possible through public-private-partnership. Solar energy
is yet another potential vital role player in the quest for wider
supply of domestic energy both in urban and rural ares«. Being a
tropical entity with abundant supply of all year round su.::iight ‘his
resource could also be harnessed by the present and futuic seopis of
Kano as clean and cheap source of energy.

How to Prove the High Population of Kano

Under this section, the talk is more to some weli educated
elites who could use their exposure and expertise to query the
population of Kano State. Many a times, the fourth estate in Nigeria
which is supposedly closer to people and the most important tool
after the three arms of government in a typical democracy does not
help matter in case of national questions like census. In essence, this
section wants to invoke scientific minds with all their curiosity and
keenly inclination towards facts to understand the peculiarities of
the demographic setting of Kano. One could suggest to such elites
the tools to aid in solemn observation of the purported peculiarities
of Kano’s demographic setting.

Observation is one of the standing tools that almost all
disciplines acknowledge and employ in capturing data. Base on this
fact, this section will not refer to any data or piece of information
but common sense and the ability of the observer to study on his
own. One can therefore observe in both urban and rural areas of the
following indicators of high population in Kano state: gender
composition of the population seen around, farthing activity, village
markets, pressure on resources and remote sensing technology.

Where are the Women? Half of the Population Seen?
At the very beginning it has to be made clear to every
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. observer of the demographic nature of Kano that women are rarely
seen in farmlands, offices, markets, and mosques both in urban and
rural areas:-of the State. Albeit, women could be seen enmasse
attending formal and informal schools including universities. Their
scarcity in the formal sector does not in any way mean that they
could not perform like their male counterparts. It is merely a case of
cultural difference between diverse human societies. This situation
is in sharp contrast with observation made by this author at
southern | 'iger*a (west and east).

In Wesiern Nigeria, women move shoulder to shoulder with
men in piaces i worship (mosques, churches and shrines). In fact,
in most ¢ the arkets in Yorubaland it is women who dominate the
scene. F. ce, = popular term market-women. The case of the east
is not dic m' . an observation of the Igbo business in Kano will
also subs ati-  this argument. One sees ladies and teenager girls at
shops jus ki eir fellow men. Similarly, in 2005 while attending a
conferen: - [ « :"veyed the multi-campus University of Port Harcourt
in Easter:: Nig:via. [ observed that, across most of departments and

faculties, the female students dominate significantly their male
counterparts.

Saying that women are rarely seen in Kano could not
however be seen as lee-way for secularists and facts-missing-guys
may capitalise on the above revelations to condemn Kano and Islam
as being oppressive of the women. That is farfetched. Women enjoy
more respect in Kano and the Islamic world in general. Here, we
don't take our aged parents to welfare homes or leave them to fend
for themselves at old age. Women in Kano are so honourable that
they do not carry wet and mixed cement to the points of building
construction. To us they are fragile, so they must be protected from
heavy dutyitIn fact, one sees many a times situations when a front’
chair ofty cmt’miermal car or bus is’surrended to woman (Muslim' or
non‘:Muslim) by ‘mwen. That is simply because of the entrenched
respectability that women enloy in the Muslim world. The fact that'
women do not extensively compete with men in earning livelihood
is based on the rationale of division of labour. Women stay at home
to take care of famlly, the basic unjt of the society.

- Once again, it has to be made clear that most of the women
under the much criticised purdah, offer immense contributions to
the development of the state and nation as a whole. For instance, the
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from the side of ‘administrators. The three years of Shekarau
administration has put in place many projects that try to overcome
such pressuzé!6n: resources. For instance, dozens of schools have
been establi¥Hed across the state, the same applies to clinic and
hospitals created, upgraded or rehabilitated. The other area that the
Shekarau administration is putting kilobyte effort is in the area of
water supply. The exponential growth of the population of Kano has
lowered: the spirits of many previous governments. The Shekarau
administration initiated the largest ever water treatment plant in
northern Nigeria, namely the Tamburawa water treat: ont plant to

provide 150 million litres per day’ wheh completed. 5 -h a roject
will go a long way in the daily expanding population « th 1 rtable
drinking water. Our prayer is that the project will be | w  toits

logical conclusion.

Remote Sensing Technology £

Some of the critics of Kano's populatlon are base: ruf<.le the
‘country and they are .contmuously filled with lami . act. about
inflation of population figures by states like Kano. [ this part, I

want particularly reach out to scientists and teéchnologists within
and outside the country. Remote sensing is technology that involves
use of satellites mounted on platforms roaming in the space and
giving out information in various forms of imageries - audio, video.
This technology is used in many fields of human endeavours
ranging from security, natural ;fesource surveys, monitoring and
management of environment and disasters and even to undertake
crude populatlon survey. This technology can assist some doubting
scientists and technologists to understand on their own at least
something about the spatial spread of the population in Kano state.
Such recent imageries on Land Sat (1-7) and other varieties that
cover the whole earth are available free of charge at many websites
particularly those, pf the NASA-ZULU, USGS, USDC, EXPLORE,
EARTH WIND etg, Through (professwnal] interpretations of such
imageries one can see all settlements in Kano from Governor's
Bedroom, Emir's Soron Ingila to Dangote's residence. Indeed, every
hamlet between Riruwai and Dambatta and Karaye and Takai could
be observed for its population. So one is advised to test this
technology in order to find out for himself or herself Kano's mighty
population concentration.
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Conclusion

Cognisant of the politics of population census in the Nigerian
politics makes writing this work to inform the general public
imperative. The objective of this write up is to reveal facts about the
peculiar and surprising nature of the composition and distribution
of population in the State. That has been done successfully by
outlining the physical and cultural determinants of the population
concentration in the State. The work also identified the prospects of
Kano staie tc keep up being a centre of great population

concentrz''on i the African continent.

Ti © we blends literature review with the observations and
surveys t = o he arguments made on why Kano is rendezvous of
high pop i 1 the sub-Saharan Africa. Indeed, Africa and the
world ca:: i yw Kano before Nigeria. In fact, it is Nigeria that
should I m proud of being with Kano because it is an
exceptior © ho ‘at with every thing unique - history, ecology,

people, @' po. cs. Thus, Kano is a settlement to be reckoned with
even in interpianetary affairs. Could this be an exaggeration? No,
overtime, Kano has been a magnet that attracts all and sundry for
prosperity of the human race.

Consequently, the peoples of Kano are bound to be
increasing in number. However, the truthfulness, trustworthiness
and dedication of the political leadership is desperately needed for
sustaining Kano’s population for good. The 2006 national census
results should guide our political leaders on how to plan and
implement better policies for sustainable development of Kano
State. The legendary Mamman Shata's verse says: Yawan Mutane
Shine Kasuwa ni Ku raba ni da tarin rumfuna (people are the market,
not the stalls). Will that mean Kano must be most populous in the
federation? As our cultural and environmental parameters show our
propensity for population explosion, it is our political gain and a
challenge as well.

Masha Allah and wassalam.
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Appendix: Population of the States of the Federation

in 1991
S/N | States Pop. 1991 % Of Total
pop.
1 Abia 1913917 2.15
2 Adamawa 2102053 Fi308a
3 Akwa Ibom 2409314 SR e
4 Anambra 2796475 R TR
5 Bauchi 2861887 S |
6 Bayelsa 1121693 Freie .|
7 Benue 2753077 SPUNSEREET S
8 Bomo 2536003 2 R |
/9 Cross River 1911596 P
10 Delta 2590491 A
11__ | Ebonyi 1453882 Los o o
12 Edo 2172005 2.44
13 EKiti 1535790 1.72
i 14 Enugu 2125068 2.38
15 Gombe 1489120 1.67
16 Imo 2485635 2.79
17 Jigawa 2875526 3.23
18 Kaduna 3935618 442
19 Kano 5810470 6.52
20 Katsina 3753133 4.21
21 Kebbi 2068490 2.32
22 Kogi 2147756 241
23 Kwara 1548412 1.73
24 Lagos 5725116 6.43
25 Nassarawa 1207876 1.35
26 Niger 2421581 2.72
27 Ogun 2333728 2.62
28 Ondo 2249548 2052
29 Osun 2158143 242
30 Oyo 3452720 3.87
31 Platcau 2104536 2.36
32 Rivers 3187864 3.58
33 Sokoto 2397000 2.69
34 Taraba 1512163 1.6Y
35 Yobhe 1399687 1.57
36 Zamlara 2073176 2.32
Total 88.992.220




