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Preface

The outbreak of domestic terrorism instanced by the violent activities of
groups such as the Jama‘atu Ahlissunnah lidda‘awati wal Jihad (aka Boko
' Haram) and the Jama'‘atu Ansarul Musilimina Fi Biladis Sudan (aka Ansaru) is
' generally viewed as the ‘mother’ of all violent conflicts currently afflicting
' Nigeria. Although the sect's name has changed over the years - Muhajirun,
Yusufiyyah, Nigerian Taliban, — its core mission is to overthrow the Nigerian
' state and impose strict Islamic Sharia law in northern Nigeria. Its ideology is
" rooted in Salafi jihadism and its actions driven by Takfirism.

Since July 2009 when it provoked a short-lived anti-government uprising in
northern Nigeria, the sect has mounted serial attacks that have placed it in
“media spotlight, both locally and internationally. The sect is now feared for its
ability to mount both ‘low-scale' and audacious attacks in Nigena. It has
staged attacks targeting mainly security and law enforcement agents, in
. addition to attacks on civilians, critical infrastructure, community or religious
' leaders, centres of worship, markets, schools, and media houses, among
. others. Its tactics include use of improvised explosive devices, targeted
'~ assassinations, drive-by shootings and suicide bombings. As of December
2013, the sect is reported to have carried out over 300 attacks in Northern
Nigeria. These attacks are estimated to have cost several lives since 2009,
~including deaths caused by the security forces. The 26 August 20 11 bombing
of the United Nations headquarters in Abuja that killed 23 people was
. devastating evidence that the group aims to internationalize its acts of terror.

~ This research comes at a critical point in Nigeria's history when the activities
~ of violent extremist groups have resulted in different degrees of insecunty in
- the country particularly in the northern region. The solution to the situation has
remained daunting, as the government in its efforts to bring solution continues
to use the most prevalent approach, which is hinged on the use of the military
to contain the crisis. The much-desired outcome of peace and stability seems
. to elude us as a country as Nigerians continue to be killed and displaced by
~ their deadly activities. The Boko Haram group seems to be expanding on its
network through its recruitment of young Nigerians.
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On this premise, CLEEN Foundation conducted a research to understand w-
young Nigerians are prone to joining the Boko Haram group. The aim of t*
study was to provide a better understanding of the underlying drivers
radicalisation in northern Nigeria, and proffer alternative approaches
addressing the crisis.
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Executive Summary

The violent activities of the Boko Haram sect in Nigeria, which draws
members largely from the youth, has underpinned growing concern over yo'
radicalisation and religious extremism in northern Nigeria. Radicalisation a
is understood here entails the process by which an individual or group tran «
from a state of passive reception of revolutionary, militant or extremist view
ideas and beliefs to active pursuit of the ideals of such views, ideas &
beliefs, especially through supporting, promoting or adopting violence as
means to achieving such intentions. It is such transition that underlies viol
extremism or terrorism. Against this backdrop, this study examined the rea<
young Nigerians are inclined to being part of insurgent groups, particule
Boko Haram. The aim of the study was to provide a better understanding
the underlying drivers of radicalisation in northern Nigeria, and prof
alternative approaches to addressing the crisis. The specific objectives of
study were to:

* Provide an empirical understanding and assessment of the push a
pull factors between youths, radicalisation and affiliation w
insurgent groups in the northern part of Nigeria;

* Identify the patterns, prevalence and potential threats of you
radicalisation to the security situation in northern Nigeria; and

*  Proffer actionable recommendations on how to tackle the root caus

of the crisis.

The study gathered evidence of the drivers of radicalisation in northe
Nigeria through a combination of desk review of secondary materials such

media reports, databases, policy reports, and academic literature, and prima
research involving the conduct of key informant interviews, administration

questionnaires and focus group discussions. Commissioned consultants ar
researchers conducted the field study at two towns in six states in northe:
Nigeria — Borno, Gombe, Kaduna, Kano, Sokoto, and Yobe — selected for tF

study.

It found that ignorance of the true teachings of the religion (Islam) provide th«
most important source through which youths acquire radical or distorted views
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of religion, often propagated by roaming (independent) preachers.
Furthermore, economic (poverty and unemployment) as well as socio-cultural
factors (poor parental upbringing or neglect of children) underpin young
people's vulnerability to recruitment and radicalisation by extremist or terrorist
groups. The study also found that the excesses of security forces is not a
major' factor in youth radicalisation, contrary to the popular assumption in
some quarters. However, obvious shortcomings of security forces deployed in
counter Boko Haram operations need to be urgently addressed by the
appropriate authorities.

In order to effectively respond to the problem of youth radicalisation and
extremism in northern Nigeria, the study recommended, among others, better
monitoring and regulation of religious preaching in Nigeria; creation of job
opportunities for the youth; delivery of robust rehabilitation programmes for
destitute children; expansion of access to quality education; and promotion of
peace education.

In view of some limitations encountered, the study concluded that there is still
much to be done Iin unpacking the intricacies of youth radicalisations,
particularly in relation to the specificities of each state where the phenomenon
of radicalisation has and is taking place in northern Nigena. Notwithstanding,
the utility of the study lies in the fact that it has taken the very important first
step towards understanding the key drivers of youth radicalisation and
extremism in northern Nigeria through an empirical research. The distance it
has not covered should inform further action on the part of government, civil
society groups and academics in the quest to find the drivers of, and
sustainable solutions to, growing radicalisation and extremism in Nigeria.




Chapter 1

BACKGROUND

Freedom C. Onuoha PhD
Research Fellow
Centre for Strategic Research and Studies
National Defence College
PMB 323 Herbert Macaulay Way
Abuja, Nigeria

INTRODUCTION

The return to democracy in Nigeria in May 1999 brought hopes of raf
development and political stability to Nigeria. However, the last decade h:
experienced an upsurge in violent conflicts and criminality. These have con
in the form of amed robbery, kidnapping, drug trafficking, arms smugglir
human trafficking and militancy among others. Particularly worrisome is t

frequency and intensity of violent conflicts.

Nigeria's internal security has been significantly undermined by viole
activities of armed non-state actors, largely made up of radicalised you

groups as foot soldiers. Prominent among these groups are the Movement
the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), the O'Odua Peoples Congre:

(OPC), the Arewa Peoples Congress (APC), Bakassi Boys, Egbesu Boys, +
Movement for the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSO
and more recently, Boko Haram, Ansaru, ‘Kala-Kato’, and Ombatse, amc-

others.

While these groups have evolved and transformed over time and have equsg
engaged in different forms of violent activities, what is common among therr
the role of the youth as critical actors. In particular, the Boko Haram F-
leveraged on the vulnerability of the Nigerian youth to deepen their proce:
and drive for recruitment and radicalisation. Many believe that :
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sympathizers of the group are mostly disaffected and unemployed youths who
live in hostile environment, with challenges spanning economic, social, and

political deprivations.

The emergence of the Boko Haram has caused the climate of fear and
insecurity. Although the movement had incubated in northern Nigeria since
early 2000s, it however attracted worldwide attention beginning from 26 July
2009, when it waged a violent anti-government uprising that killed over 800
people, including civilians, group’s members, and security personnel. The
revolt attracted one of the heaviest security crackdowns in Nigerian history.
The five-day revolt ended on 30 July when Boko Haram'’s charismatic leader,
Mohammed Yusuf, was captured and subsequently executed by the police
while in custody.

Since the 2009 uprising, the group’s tactics have evolved from poorly planned
open confrontations with state security forces to increasing use of improvised
explosive devices (IEDs), targeted assassinations, ambush, drive-by
shootings and suicide bombings (Onuoha 2012a). Although its operation
focused primarily on Maiduguri, Borno State, various depressing episodes of
their attacks have also occurred in other states in the North East, like Yobe,
Gombe, Bauchi and Adamawa. They have also been recorded in some states
in the North West such as Kaduna and Kano and in Abuja, Niger, Kogi and
Plateau States in the North Central. To date, exact statistics on the death toll
due to their attacks is hard to count, however, a recent article claimed that
violence linked to the group’s insurgency has resulted in an estimated 10,000
deaths between 2001 and 2013 (Odeh, 2014:22).

The Nigerian government has responded with ‘hard secunty’ or kinetic
measures to weaken the group, in the form of deportation of illegal
immigrants, capacity building of security forces on counter terrorism, closure
of international borders, and deployment of a joint military task force, among
others. Of note are the deployment, in June 2011, of a Joint Task Force (JTF)
to help restore order to Borno State and the setting up of Presidential
Committee on the Security Challenges in the North East Zone of Nigeria. In
January 2012, President Goodluck Jonathan declared a state of emergency in
15 local governments across four states in the North. By July 2012 when the
state of emergency ceased, the security crisis had not been addressed. In
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May 2013, President Jonathan again declared a state of emergency in tF
three most affected states of Adamawa, Borno and Yobe. The military surc
initially reduced the frequency of attacks in major towns and cities in tr
North, prompting the military to claim that its offensive in the northeast has p
Boko Haram in disarray, but the recent spate of violence suggests otherwise

Although security forces have been able to arrest or kill some of the sect
known commanders, the ability of the group to continue to mount brut
isolated attacks as well as recruit followers to replace members killed hé
raised questions over the efficacy of military or kinetic response to the fou
year insurgency in northern Nigeria. More so, it has raised concerns over tr
resilience of the group in fuelling radicalisation of Nigeria's youth, especially

northern Nigena.

It is against this background that the CLEEN Foundation undertook th
mapping study to examine the reason young Nigerians are inclined to bein
part of insurgent groups, particularly Boko Haram. The study aims at providin
a better understanding of the issues involved and proffering alternatiwv
approaches to addressing the crisis. The specific objectives of the study ar

to:

*  Provide an empirical understanding and assessment of the push an
pull factors between vyouths, radicalisation and affiliation wit
insurgent groups in the northern part of Nigeria;

* Identify the patterns, prevalence and potential threats of yout
radicalisation to the security situation in northern Nigeria; and

*  Proffer actionable recommendations based on reliable field reports o
how to tackle the root causes of the crisis.

RADICALISATION: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The concept of radicalisation is not only central to this mapping study, but i
also a subject that have gained significant currency in usage by governmer
officials, media practitioners, scholars and security officials in discourses o
terrorism and violent extremism. It is apposite to clarify the way that It &
understood and applied to this study, before delving into the diverss
discourses in the six northern states that the study was carried out.
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Since the 11 September 2001 attacks on the United States, attention on this
phenomenon continues to increase. Yet there is no single definition of the
term that is generally agreed upon by its diverse users. As Schmid has rightly
noted, —the terms ‘radicalisation’ and ‘deradicalisation’ are used widely, but
the search for what exactly ‘radicalisation’ is, what causes it and how to ‘de-
radicalise’ those who are considered radicals, violent extremists or terrorists,
is a frustrating experience - (Schmid 2013:1).

Ashour, for instance, posits that radicalisation is —a process of relative change

- in which a group undergoes ideological and/or behavioural transformations

that lead to the rejection of democratic principles (including the peaceful

" alternation of power and the legitimacy of ideological and political pluralism)
and possibly to the utilisation of violence, or to an increase in the levels of
violence, to achieve political goals - (Ashour 2009:4). For Sodipo,
radicalisation is —a process by which anndividual or group adopts extreme
political, social, or religious ideals that reject the status quo, undermine
contemporary ideas regarding freedom of choice and expression, and
condone violence to achieve ideological ends, including undertaking terrorist
acts - (Sodipo 2013:4). It typically starts with changes In one's self-
identification. Grievances, frequently driven by personal or group concems
regarding local issues as well as international events, fuel this change. In the
view of Schmid, radicalisation entails:

an individual or collective (group) process whereby, usually in a
situation of political polarisation, normal practices of dialogue,
compromise and tolerance between political actors and groups with
diverging interests are abandoned by one or both sides in a conflict
dyad in favour of a growing commitment to engage in confrontational
tactics of conflict-waging. These can include either (i) the use of (non-
violent) pressure and coercion, (i) various forms of political violence
other than terrorism or (iii) acts of violent extremism in the form of
terrorism and war crimes. The process is, on the side of rebel factions,
generally accompanied by an ideological socialisation away from
mainstream or status quo-oriented positions towards more radical or
extremist positions involving a dichotomous world view and the
acceptance of an alternative focal point of political mobilisation outside

.



the dominant political order as the existing system is no longe
recognised as appropriate or legitimate (Schmid 2013:18).

Although there is no unanimity among scholars on the definition of the term
analysts are almost in agreement that radicalisation is a process. Factors tha
engender the radicalisation of individuals or groups have remained a subjec
of debate among experts. It has been argued that the causes of radicalisatior
are as diverse as they are abundant. In other words, experts believe that there
is no single factor that leads an individual or even a group to become
radicalised, but rather, it is the complex overlap of concurring and mutuall
reinforcing factors (see Evans and Neumann 2009; Kirby 2007; Ferrero 2005

Stern 2003).

To this end, a study on causal factors of radicalisation concludes that a
complex interaction between factors at three levels — individual, external anc
social — is likely to be crucial for the intensity of the readiness for radicalisatior
(Danish Institute for International Studies 2008). External factors manifes
themselves independent of the individual. They shape and constrain people’s
environment, but individuals have only minor influence on their environment.
External factors can be subdivided into political, economic and cultural
dimensions. Social factors refer to mechanisms that position the individual in
relation to relevant others and hence can include people from in-groups as

well as out-groups.

Wiktorowitcz has identified four interrelated stages of the radicalisation
process as follows: i) cognitive opening whereby individuals conditioned by
both intemal and external factors like economic and social circumstances
become receptive to new ideas; ii) religious seeking during which individuals
seek religious understanding of the issues; iii) frame alignment where the new
ideas which are often radical in nature become meaningful to them, and iv)
Socialisation during which individuals internalise radical ideas that enables
them to join extremist groups (Beutel 2007). This process may not entirely
explain the circumstances for all radicalised people and Islamic groups but
certainly illuminates how youths get radicalised in the West and other parts of
the world.
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These factors can manifest in different forms depending on the individual and
context. However, agreement tends to revolve around a broad set of
parameters that act as ingredients in the radicalisation process: grievance,
ideology, mobilisation, and tipping points. While grievance is understood to be
the sense of alienation or disenchantment that provides a cognitive opening,
ideology entails the extreme set of ideas that provides the individual with a
new outlook and explanation for the world an individual finds him or herself.
Mobilisation captures the process by which the individual is slowly integrated
into a community of individuals who are like-minded and create a self-
reinforcing community, and finally, tipping points are the specific events that
push an individual or group from rhetoric to action (Beutel 2007). External
forces can also facilitate and reinforce these factors.

While these varying definitions and explanatory frameworks illuminate our
understanding of radicalisation it is important to bear in mind that what attracts
young people to radical behaviour differs from person to person with the most
important being the individual factor. As experts have argued, —the part to
radicalisation is a highly individualised one, with very different charactenistics
form a person to person - (Vidino, Pantucci and Kohimann 201:230).
According to the Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS), radicalisation
is a gradual process that, aithough it can occur very rapidly, has no
specifically defined beginning or end-state (Danish Institute for International
Studies 2008: 6). Rather, radicalisation is an individual development that is
initiated by a unique combination of causal factors and that comprises a
drastic change in attitudes and behaviour.

This study therefore defines radicalisation as the process by which an
individual or group transits from a state of passive reception of revolutionary,
militant or extremist views, ideas and beliefs to active pursuit of the ideals of
such views, ideas and beliefs, especially through supporting, promoting or
adopting violence as a means to achieving such intentions. It is such transition
that underlies violent extremism or terrorism.

In the light of the foregoing, the critical challenge is to uncover the reason
young people are inclined to being part of insurgent groups in northemn
Nigeria, particularly Boko Haram. Since youth radicalisation within the context
of Nigeria is best demonstrated by the activities of the Boko Haram, an
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overview of the origin, philosophy and activities of the group is appropriz
here to foreground the discourse on the drivers of radicalisation interrogat
in the six states in northern Nigeria — Borno, Gombe, Kaduna, Kano, Soko

and Yobe.
UNDERSTANDING THE BOKO HARAM

As Adibe has recently noted, “though Boko Haram has dominated the secur
discourse in Nigeria since early 2010, nearly everything about the sect s
remains contested — from the meaning of its name to the reasons for
emergence and radicalisation, and whether it has connection with forei
terrorist groups such as Al Shabaab in Somalia, and Al Qaeda in the Islary
Maghreb (AQIM)” (Adibe 2013:10).

It is not clear when the Boko Haram came into being. A common account
the origin of the Boko Haram often offered by the media traces it to 20C
when a charismatic preacher, Mohammed Yusuf, became the leader of ti
group. To the intelligence community in Nigeria, however, its true historis
root harks back to 1995, when Abubakar Lawan established the Ahlulsun
wal’jama’ah hijra or Shabaab group (Muslim Youth Organisation) in Maidugt
Bomo State (Taiwo and M. Olugbode 2009:4; Adisa 2012). The gro
flourished as a non-violent movement until 2002, when Mohammed Yus
assumed leadership of the sect. Over time, the group has incarnated unc
various names like the Muhajirun, Hijrah, Ahlis Sunnah wal Jama
Yusufiyyah sect and Nigerian Taliban, among others (Onuoha 2013a).

The ideclogy of the sect is premised on the orthodox Islamic teaching sligh
resembling that of the Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan, which treg
anything western as completely un-Islamic (Sani 2011). It abhors conventio
banking system, taxation, jurisprudence civil service and western education:
infidel or inimical with the tenets of Islam. It is this rejection of these [Weste
institutions that earned the group its popular name—Boko Haram, literg
meaning ‘Western education is forbidden’. The term Boko Haram is dering
from a combination of the Hausa word boko, meaning ‘book’, and the Aral
word Haram, which means forbidden. However, the group prefers to be calk
by its real name -Jama'‘atu Ahlissunnah Lidda'awati wal Jihad, meaning
"People Committed to the Propagation of the Prophet's Teachings and Jihac
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Its core objective is to replace the secular Nigerian state with a strict Islamic
Sharia law, applicable throughout the entire country. The Boko Haram draws
its members mainly from disaffected youths, unemployed graduates, and
destitute children, mostly from but not limited to northern Nigeria. Members
have also come from neighbouring countries like Cameroon, Chad, Niger and
Sudan. The sect's membership also includes some wealthy, educated and
influential people. For instance, it is alleged that Alhaji Buji Fai, an ex-
commissioner in Borno State; Kadiru Atiku, a former university lecturer; and
Bunu Wakil, a very rich Borno-based contractor, are members of BH (Agbo

2011).

The Boko Haram group is known to sustain its operations through diverse
sources of funding. Of these, four major financing streams stand out:
membership dues, donation from some politicians, financial assistance from
foreign terrorist groups; raiding of banks; and ransom from kidnapping
(Onuoha 2013a). The group is also alleged to engage in extortion of money
from local residents of areas it had controlled as well as from wealthy persons
who they intimidate into paying ‘protection fee' to avoid being attacked by
- them.

Although the exact date of the sect's emergence still remains a subject of
debate among security agents, commentators and writers, there is near
consensus that the sect's resort to violence in pursuit of its objective dates
back to 24 December 2003, when it attacked police stations and public
buildings in the towns of Geiam and Kanamma in Yobe State. Members
occupied the two buildings for several days, hoisting the flag of Afghanistan’s
Taliban movement over the camps. A joint “operation of soldiers and police
dislodged the group after kiling 18 and arresting dozens of its members®

- (Suleiman 2007:25). The sect had earlier established a base called
‘Afghanistan’ in Kanamma village in northern Yobe State.

Around this period, Mohammed Yusuf was already becoming charnismatic to
the youths in Maiduguri for his preaching about the excesses of government
officials culminating in his frequent declaration of secular education as haram
~ (Arabic word meaning forbidden) to Muslims. However, it must be understood
~ that the ideology that secular education is forbidden [to Muslims] is not new in
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northern Nigeria but those with such beliefs have never been violent

enforce such beliefs on others. The group under Yusuf's spiritual leaderst
and command -strove for self-exclusion of its members from the mainstrez
corrupt society by living in areas outside or far away from society in order
intellectualise and radicalise the revolutionary process that would ultimate
lead to violent overthrow of the Nigerian state - (Isa 2010:333). His preachi
attracted unemployed youths from Yobe and Borno states, and even fro
neighbouring countries such as Niger and Chad.

The activities of his group became more worrisome from 2004 when studen
especially in tertiary institutions in Borno and Yobe states, who constituted ti
sect's members, withdrew from school, tore up their certificates and joined ti
group. By disassociating from the large society, members became mo
indoctrinated by the ideologues who inculcated in them anti-secu
ideologies. On 21 September 2004 members attacked Bama and Gwor.
police stations in Borno State, killing several policemen and stealing arms ai
ammunition (Onuoha 2012b). It maintained intermittent hit-and-run attacks
security posts in some parts of Borno and Yobe States until the famous Ju
2009 anti-government uprising in Nigera.

The remote cause of the July 2009 revolt is often traced to the fatal shooti
of members of the sect on 11 June 2009, by men of the Operation Flu
following a clash with members of the sect for not wearing crash helmet wh
on their motorbike for a funeral process. Their leader, Mohammed Yust
threatened to revenge the killing of his members (Sani 2011). When secur:
operatives later received a tipoff that the sect was planning to strike from ths
base in Dutse-Tanshi in Bauchi State, they invaded the place and made ¢
arrest of nine members of the group (Ohia 2009). In retaliation, the membe
attacked and destroyed the Dutsen Tanshi police station on 26 July.

The attack on the Dutsen Tanshi police station was the curtain raiser for
wave of unrest that manifested in Bauchi, Borno, Kano, Katsina, and Yokt
States. The revolt ended on 30 July 2009, when their leader, Mohamme
Yusuf, was finally captured in a goat pen in his residence in Maiduguri. Aft:
few hours in police custody, Yusuf was murdered extra judicially by the Police
although police officials claimed that he was killed while trying to escag
(Onuoha 2010). Over 800 persons, mainly the sect's members, were killé



during the revolt, and hundreds of its members were also arrested and
detained for formal trial. The way the 2009 revolt was repressed by the
Nigerian State proved to be a critical factor in the deadly escalation of Boko
Haram violent attacks.

Following the 2009 riot and the death of Yusuf, the sect went underground
and re-strategised in two ways. First was the adoption of Yusuf's hard-line top
deputy, Abubakar Shekau, as the sect’'s new spiritual leader. Second was the
redefinition of its tactics, which involved perfecting its traditional hit-and-run
tactics and adding new flexible violent tactics such as bombings, targeted
assassinations, ambush, and drive-by shootings (Onuoha 2013a).

Since the July 2009 revolt, the sect has evolved into a more dynamic and
decentralised organisation, capable of changing and combing tactics as well
as expanding or reordering target selection (Onuoha 2013b:20). Boko Haram
has attacked a variety of groups including security agents, Chrstians,
traditional rulers, politicians, school children and teachers, Islamic scholars,
public servants, traders and lately all non-members of the group. Most of the
attacks occurred in Maiduguri, the capital city of Borno State. In addition, the
group has claimed responsibility for several attacks in Adamawa, Bauchi,
Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Kogi, Niger, Plateau, and Yobe states, and
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja. The insecurty resulting from the
insurgency of Boko Haram has led to a declaration of state of emergency in
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe States since May 2013.

Several reports have shown that the foot soldiers of this sect consists
~ predominantly of young people who are not only ready to fight, but also lay
down their lives for the new cause they have been made to believe in. Based
on analysis of 144 arrested Boko Haram members, a recent study has shown
 that the median age of the group members is 30 years (Salami 2013). Its
young followers who previously used local and sophisticated arms in attacks,
< have become highly radicalised individuals willing to undertake suicide
bombing in pursuit of martyrdom - a phenomenon that never manifested in
Nigeria until the 16 June 2011 suicide attack on Police Headquarters, Abuja,
- by a 35-year-old Boko Haram member, Mohammad Manga (Salkida 2011).
= This reinforces the concern over why young people are willing to join a group
~4 such as the Boko Haram. It is in this light that the next part of this study
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grapples with some of the issues underpinning youth radicalisation in northe
states of Borno, Gombe, Kaduna, Kano, Sokoto, and Yobe.




CHAPTER 2

METHODOLOGY

Freedom C. Onuoha PhD
Research Fellow
Centre for Strategic Research and Studies
National Defence College
PMB 323 Herbert Macaulay Way
Abuja, Nigeria

The study gathered evidence of the drivers of radicalisation in northem
Nigeria through a combination of desk review and empirical research. The
overall methodology comprised desk review of secondary matenals such as
available media reports, databases, policy reports, newspapers and academic
literature, and primary research involving conduct of interviews and focus
group discussion (FGD).

Commissioned consultants and experts conducted the field study at two towns
in each of the six States in northern Nigeria selected for the study. While table
1 details the States and towns where field work was carried, Figure 1 shows
the location of the States. The field research was carned out between June
and November 2013, by each respective State researcher. Key informant
interviews (KIl) were conducted with traditional leaders (District/Village/Ward
or Hakimi), religious leaders (all religious groups), secunty officials, women
leaders, and political leaders.

S/No. State Towns Selected

1 Borno State Maidugun Town and Biu Town
Gombe State Gombe Town and Akko

Nassarawa, and Tarauni LGA
Kaduna State Zaria Town and Kaduna Town

Yobe State Damaturu and Potiskum
Sokoto State Sokoto Town and Shagari Town




More so. local level field research involved FGDs held with youth, women and
faith groups. Semi-structured questionnaire was also administered to teachers
(Primary, Secondary and University), community leaders, religious leaders,
youths, civil society organisations, security agents (Police, SSS, Immigration,
NSCDC, Prisons, Customs, Army, and vigilante groups), and women groups.
Appendix 1 contains a sample of the questionnaire, while Appendix 2 contains
the Kll guide used for the field study. The sample size used for the
questionnaire as well as the number of key informant interviews and FGD
conducted by the State researchers varied significantly, owing basically to the
unique challenges and limitations faced by them in their respective states. It
could be said therefore that this is the major limitation of this study — the

inability to have the standard sample size for questionnaire, Kll and FGD
across the six States.

Figure 1: Map of Nigeria showing States where fieldworks were carried out
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A stakeholder validation workshop was held on 19 December 2013, where

preliminary results were presented and feedback received from participants.

The comments, observations and suggestions made during the validation
workshop were also used to enrich the final report.




CHAPTER 3

BORNO STATE

Abubakar Kawu Monguno
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Centre for Disaster Risk Management and Development Studies,
University of Maiduguri, Nigeria

INTRODUCTION

Borno State, until 2009, was rated among the most peaceful states in Nigena
hence its epithet ‘Home of Peace’ which has been generally acclaimed by the
indigenes and migrant settlers alike. So peaceful and prosperous has been
the state that many dry season migrants from Hausaland find it difficult to go
back home for their rainy season farming chores for which reason the term
Borno kaji (a Kanuri term meaning ‘Borno is sweet’) is used to describe these
migrants. To some extent the same may be true for settlers from other parts of
Nigeria who have regarded Borno as a second home through ownership of
landed properties. This is nowhere better exemplified than the heavy
presence of Igbo people (from South-East Nigeria) as landlords in Pompoman
quarters of Maiduguri, the state capital. This long term peace enjoyed in
Borno suddenly became threatened in 2009 when members of Jama'atu
Ahlus Sunna Liddawa’ati wal Jihad (literally, - People Committed to the
Propagation of the Prophet's Teachings and Jihad) launched an attack on
Maiduguri. Borno State, which is seen as one of the birth places and
strongholds of the sect has borne much of the brunt of Boko Haram attacks.
The escalation of attacks by the sect since 2009 marks the re-emergence of
another phase of religious youth radicalism in Nigeria generally considered to
be counterproductive to the nation's quest for integration and development.

The effect of youth radicalisation epitomised by Boko Haram’s insurgency in
Borno State has been quite enormous with heavy human and material losses,
massive displacement of people at a scale never witnessed before from any
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natural or manmade disaster in the state. The effect on the state's educatie
has equally been worrisome; an estimated 6,000 classrooms have bese
destroyed and many schools were temporally closed down due to insecuri®
Given that many factors are implicated within the context of radicalisation -
Nigeria, uncovering the most probable causes to explain its occurrence W
inform policy while also serving to advance academic discourse. t

BORNO STATE: THE STUDY SETTING

Bomo State lies in the extreme northeastern corner of Nigeria on latitudes 1¢
30’ and 13" 50’ north and longitudes 11.00° and 13" 45’ east (fig. 1). It :
bordered by Niger Republic in the north, Chad and Cameroun Republics ¢
the east. Adamawa and Gombe States to the south, and Yobe State in th
west. This makes Borno the only state bordered by three countries in Niger:
with enormous implications on the socioeconomic and cultural aspects of th
state's development and governance. A discussion on the development ¢
present day Bomo is incomplete without reference to the past Kanem-Borr
region, a region which extends beyond the present boundary of Borno State 1
include a large section of Nigeria‘s northeast region and indeed parts of Nige
Cameroun and Chad Republics. There is a consensus of opinion amon
scholars to Kanem-Borno as the gateway of Islam in Nigeria, Islam bein
declared the state religion of the Empire ¢.1096 AD (Alkali 1 978). Coloniz:
partitioning of the erstwhile Kanem-Borno Empire and subsequent stat
creations in post-colonial Nigeria have reduced it to the present Borno State’
size of 75,481 square kilometres, though there still exists strong culturs
linkages between its people irrespective of the boundaries. Borno State’
population is predominantly Muslim though a sizeable proportion of Christian
are found in the south near the border with Adamawa State. Ethnically, the
northern and central part of the state is Kanuri while the population in th
south is mixed with Babur/Bura being the dominant group. Other ethni
groups include Marghi, Glavda, Kibaku, Fulani, Shuwa Arab, Mandara, etc
Despite this rich history as well as religious and cultural diversity in the state
the people have coexisted peacefully without any major conflict until 2009.

Data Sources and Sampling Procedure
As discussed in Chapter 2, three instruments were used to obtain data for thit
study. The main instrument was a questionnaire that sought to identify
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aspects of the socio-cultural, political and religious orientation of young people
on a five-point Likert scale. Specifically, it covers young people’'s cultural
beliefs and practices viz-a-vis their parents, vulnerability to violence, factors
giving rise to religious violence, sources of extreme messages, etc. The
questionnaire also contained a few open-ended options for respondents to
freely express their opinions. Qualitative data was generated through focus
group discussion (FGD) and key informant interviews (Klis).

120 participants were selected and administered with the questionnaire
through a convenient sampling technique in two major towns of Borno State.
70 questionnaires were administered in Maiduguri, the state capital, and 50 in
Biu, due to its smaller population. The participants include teachers, secunty
agents, youths, community and religious leaders, civil society organisations
and women. In view of the volatile security nature of the state participants
were identified purposively with willingness to participate as the most
important criterion. Since many of those who volunteered were literate, some
of the questionnaires were self-completed. Two research assistants (one each
in Maiduguri and Biu) were trained on the questionnaire administration and
helped the researcher to generate data. Six FGDs were held in Maiduguri (two
each for youth, religious, and women's group). No FGD was held in Biu due to
a security breach at the time of research. Sixteen key informant interviews
were held (five in Biu and eleven in Maiduguri) with participants from a wide
range of B__éckgrounds including traditional, religious, women, and political
leaders as well as security officials. Data were analysed through the use of
perce‘ntages, totals and charts.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Conducting- a research bordering on security in an area as volatile as Borno
may not be an easy task hence a few issues that may impinge on data quality
need to be borne in mind. First, in spite of the simple selection procedure
adopted, many respondents were uncomfortable with the interviews,
especially Christians and security agents who in a few cases turmned down the
request understandably for fear of victimisation (many Christians have in the
past been targets of Boko Haram insurgency). Second, the sample size of 120

people used may not be adequately representative of the state's population.
And third, the fact that FGD could not be held in Biu may be a drawback to the
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qualitative data generated. That no tape recorder was used could a‘
introduce some bias but is in line with Loimeier’'s view that interviewees we
more forthcoming in a less formal atmosphere during interviews (Loimes
1997). This research did not focus on the members of any radical group
their targets but what a broad spectrum of the citizens of Borno Stz
perceives about radicalisation. At best this may be called a perception stu
of radicalisation. While these issues may impinge on data quality, t
information gathered overall us gives a ‘ground-breaking’ assessment of yot
radicalisation in the state at the moment.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Value Differences between Young People and their Parents
Data obtained indicate overwhelming differences between young people &
the older generation in their socio-cultural and political values. Table 2 sho
that greatest difference between the young and older generation lies in tf
religious beliefs where 83% of respondents believe the difference
~ Much/Very Much. This is followed by difference in terms social values (7
Very Much), cultural values (53%), and political values (47%). The larg
difference in their religious beliefs is very instructive which partly explains y
youths in the state are restive. This large value difference between you
people and their parents was corroborated during the FGDs where all gro
agreed to the difference and only seven per cent of the Klls disagreed. In
latter it was gathered in particular that cultural and political differences
only minimal between young people and older generations, but difference ¥
more apparent in religious matters.

The picture that emerged from the survey about whether youths are mon
less conservative about religion than their parents does not seem to ac
with the large difference between the two groups in their religious beliefs. C
38% of respondents agreed that youths are more conservative about relic

than older people. Qualitative data however suggests otherwise i.e.
youths are more conservative of religion than their parents. According te

'A female participant during a focus group discussion with Muslim wory:
on 26" August 2013.

m'___________—__________




respondent in one of the FGDs: ‘They copied it (fundamentalism) from their
parents and is overdoing it.

Table 2. Value Differences between Youths and their Parents (%)

Response Cultural Religious Political Social
Little/Very Little 43 17 50 O 29 -.,.,___.:
Much/Very Much 53 = 83 47 71
'DOnlt know' £ L AR o 4 A e SRR 0 A — m-..g.-.q.._.._. e 1 . _________M__z

Source: Field data, 2013

Religious Extremism and Violence among Youths

Youths are generally most likely to use violence for the enforcement of their
religious beliefs. Data obtained shows that opinion on the use of violence to
promote religion in Borno State is nearly equally divided. About 43% of
respondents believe that few young people are likely to use violence while
40% believe that most young people think it is proper to use violence to
enforce religion. Quantitative data unfortunately was not disaggregated on the
basis of respondents’ religious affiliation to enable us understand which
religious groups perceived youths as more fundamentalist. It is however
instructive to note that in the FGDs conducted, five out of the six groups
(including a Christian youth group) suggested that there are not many youths
who use violence to promote their religious beliefs. The only group that
believes many youths engage In religious violence was a women's
professional group (all teachers). This may be due to the peculiar nature of

their job i.e. close to the youths which places them at a more vantage position
to have information on the youths.

Whether or not youths hold more fundamental views than their parents could
be less important than their present level of involvement in violence for
religious ends, so the reason for such involvement was also investigated.
Data collected showed that youths engage in religious violence for a
multiplicity of reasons which mostly centre on economic and social
motivations (Fig. 2). By far the most important reason given by 40% of
respondents is the belief that youths engage in religious based violence
primarily due to ignorance of the full teachings of their religion. This was
followed by unemployment and poverty that prevail in the state (15%) and
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the avenues through which they get recruited into such violence is necessary
for understanding restiveness. Although there is hardly any conscious or
deliberate plan for one to become radicalised, youth extremism in Borno State
was identified to be acquired through a variety of sources that include
independent (roaming) preachers, audio and video messages, homes
(parents), foreign countries and regular worship centres. The most important
source identified by 35% of respondents was independent preachers (Fig 3).
This category of preachers may be best described as those who have not
 been recognised as [Islamic] preachers by the Borno State Council of Ulama
 but nevertheless engage in public preaching, often shifting venues from one
location to another. Needless to say Mohammed Yusuf was uncertified by the
Council of Ulama but for many years engaged in this type of preaching in
- Maiduguri and other major towns in Borno.

About 21% of the respondents identified recorded audio and video messages
" as the source through which youths become exposed to religious extremism.
. This source serves as an extension of the first in the sense that youths who
' may not have come in direct contact with extremist preachers acquire such
views through recorded messages even though they could be thousands of
- kilometres away. Parents, recruitment for religious training abroad, and
regular places of worship constitute 18%, 15% and 13% of sources identified
- by respondents respectively. This finding departs from similar studies
conducted in western countries and in Kenya where the internet constitutes a
- significant source through which youths acquire extremist views (see, for
instance, by Schmid 2013; Botha 2013). A striking opinion during one of the
Klls was the issue of forced recruitment which was identified as another
avenue through which Boko Haram in particular gets youths into radicalism.>

3 Although this was mentioned by only one respondent, stories have been told

in M aiduguri where youths were threatened by Boko Haram if they refuse to
join the group.
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Fig. 3. Sources of Religious Extremism by Youths in Borno State
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Source: Fjeldwork, 2013

Vulnerability of the youths to religious extremism and violence in Borno State
differs between groups, but the pattern being similar to the reasons for yout
involvement in religious violence discussed in the preceding paragraphs
Respondents identified children from poor homes as the most vulnerab
group that may be used to perpetrate religious violence. This was identified b
61% of respondents followed by children who have not been brought up b
their biological parents (33%) (Table 3). The latter includes children fror
broken homes, abandoned/orphaned children and children who are in th
custody of relatives or other individuals into whose care they were entrustes
Children of religious leaders and those whose parents are rich were perceive
to be least vulnerable to engage in extremism and religious violence t
respondents. This finding requires further explanation especially in the case ¢
Boko Haram insurgency in Maiduguri. It is interesting to observe that froe
2009 to date all the insurgency that took place were all concentrated in pox
neighbourhoods within the city. Thus while places like Shehuri Norll
Bulabulin Ngarannam, Mafoni and Lamisula wards recorded the highest ra-
of insurgency, high income neighbourhoods like GRA and its extension th
New GRA recorded none at all. Findings from Klls also revealed th:
vulnerability is tied to economic conditions as 30% of interviewees identifie
both children of the poor and the unemployed as most vulnerable.
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Table 3. Youth Groups Vulnerable to Religious Violence

Group Percentage of Respondents
 Children from Very religious homes B e
Chlldren not brought up by their 33

parents

Children from poor homes """ 61 " T T

Chlldren from rich homes

“Children of religious leaders 1

Source: Field data, 2013

Drivers of Youth Extremism and Religious Violence

The causal factors of youth extremism and possibly its manifestation into
religious violence are multifarious and differ from person to person. Based on
observations of the happenings in northern Nigeria 17 different factors that cut
across economic, social, political, cultural and other factors were identified
and tested on a five-point Likert scale. For ease of analysis only the response
‘Very Much' and ‘Much’ which sum up respondents’ opinion for each factor
ware interpreted as shown on Table 4. In line with the preceding discussions,
economic factor appeared to be the most important factor perceived to
underlie religious extremism in Borno State. Thus 72% of respondents
identified unemployment and poverty among youths as the raison d'etre for
extremism in the state which also appeared number one in the ranking of
factors. The corresponding value in the Klls was 60%. While economic factor
has been rated high by respondents in this research it is important to bear in
mind Botha's distinction between poverty per se and economic conditions of
people like unequal access to resources and uneven development in Kenya
which also partly explains the situation in Borno (Botha 2013). Young people's
ignorance of the full teachings of their religion, poor upbringing by their
parents, llliteracy and religious leaders’ failure to live by example appeared
second, third, fourth and fifth in rank. Interestingly exposure to foreign
extremist groups and excesses of security agents towards members of
extremist groups and the public were at the bottom of the ranking. This is
contrary to popular expectation since it is widely held by the public and also
reported in literature that extremist groups like Boko Haram are connected to
wider terrorist groups and in particular Al Qaeda in the Land of Islamic

- Maghreb (AQIM) (Hill 2010).
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Youth Extremism and National Development

Youth extremism and violence could have far reaching consequences ¢
national development wherever they manifest. Ten areas of natior
development were thus identified to which responses were sought fre
respondents. An overwhelming majority of respondents (87%) identified tt
youth extremism and violence has Much/Very Much effect on econon
development which ranks first (table 5). This was followed by the effects yot
extremism on national integration (second in rank) identified by 83% of 1
respondents and threat to internal security rated third in rank identified by 8.
of respondents.

Table 4. Causal Factors of Youth Extremism and Violence

S/N Factor % Response Ran
‘Very Much’
1 Unemployment and poverty P ol ]
2 "~ Ignorance of the full teachings of their FéﬂﬁiBﬁ' 65 2
"3 Lackof parental upbrmgmg and care ) el 3
4 ““Ifll'teracy'" . Y
"5 Lack of good examples by religious leaders 48 5
6  Foreign funding of religious groups and 41 6
activities
"7 Neglect of citizens' welfare by govemment Sl D
'8 Misuse of religion by politcians 38 8
"9~ Belief that corruption and immoralityare 38 T 8
L .. Widespread WA AT
10  Manipulation by extremist rellglous leaders 35 10
"417 Undue involvement in religious mattersby 34 T
L ..govemment . _ . i
12  Insensitivity to I'EIIQIOUS and cultural dwersuty 28 12
{_1?:____3%“”3("5 fqr 'lnvolvement in rel:glous wolirlge_ﬁ %*#26'*““_4;:_]_3“
14  Exposure to foreign extremist groups 22 14
15 " Desire to have a befter society through ™~ 187 A5
L ;___M!'ehglous practlces _ iR Al
16  Actions of security agents towards rellglous 18 15
groups

B




17 Actions of security agents towards members 13 ol I i
|

~ of the public IS Pkl RS | ' 4
Source: Field data, 2013

Table 5. Effect of Youth Extremism on National Development

S/no. Effect % of Response Rank
‘Much/Very Much’

oo ECONOMIC development o BT i o 1
2 National integration 83 2
LS e dntemnal security o B e s
4 Education and scientific 80 4
development
{_gjntgr:rglgg[au:é:'ﬁéhnoh} "wfw"fﬁr P
International image 74
i .. CONSOlidation of democracy ~ 67 Ty
Human nght and freedom 67 7
.F‘ g Child  rrrand T YOUIR T B R T N, 7"""""""1 -
-M‘??X?JOPF"EQL_J:-L N s o it o
1 0 Poverty reduction 10

Source: Field data, 2013

Ironically, the effect of extremism on poverty was the least rated (tenth
position) even though much of the problem of extremism in the state
discussed earlier was attributed to economic conditions of young people. It
could nevertheless be also observed that the effect of extremism on economic
development was rated first which may also include poverty. In the Klls 63%
and 60% respectively identified lack of investment and loss of lives
respectively as the most important effects of youth extremism and violence.

CONCLUSION

The activities of Boko Haram in the last one decade demonstrate a clear case
of religious based extremism by youths in Borno State. Unlicensed roaming
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(independent) preachers provide the most important source through whic
youths acquire radical views of religion while economic (poverty an
unemployment) as well as socio-cultural factors (ignorance of the religion ar
poor parental upbringing) provide strong motivations for youth engagement |
violent extremism. The implication of these on the development process

Bomo State has been quite enormous especially on business activities ar
the pursuit of secular education.




CHAPTER 4

YOBE STATE

Mamman Abdulrahman
Centre for Sustainable Development
Yobe State,
Nigeria
BACKGROUND

Yobe state was part of the old Kanem Borno Empire which has a history of
crises and aggression in the past with the sacking of Bimin Ngazargamu by
the Jihadists in 1808, Rabeh invasion and occupation in 1993 and the
Maitatsine riots of the 1980s. They were destructive and vicious in their own
ways, but their uprising never degenerated into killing of large number of
people, targeting of military installations, and security personnel, public
infrastructure, place of worships and even assassination of religious leaders in

a sustained and protracted manner, as is sadly been witnessed with the Boko
Haram insurgency.

YOBE STATE: THE STUDY SETTING

Yobe State came into being on the 27 August 1991. It was carved out of the
old Borno State by the Babangida administration. The circumstances that led
to the splitting of former Borno State into Yobe and Bormo are mainly twofold:
viz. the former Borno State being one of the largest in terms of land area, was
simply too large for easy administration and meaningful development; and,
ethnic rivalry. A total of nine additional states were created at that time,
bringing the total number of states in the country to thirty from twenty-one.
There are 17 local government councils in the State. However, this study
focused on the State capital, Damaturu, and Potiskum town.

T'he climate condition of Yobe State varied over the years. Rainfall is notably

seasonal, concentrated in the three months of July, August and September.
since the early 1970s, the climate tended to be drier. The current annual
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rainfall is (250mm) fell to 15 and 20mm over the last 40 years, with the 2
as an exception due to the heavy rainfall compared to the previous years.

The main ethnics groups in the areas under study (Damaturu and Potisk
are: Kanuri, Fulani, Balewa, Karekare, Gizimawa, Hausa, and G:
However, majority of the populace are predominantly farmers and engage
it a5 means of subsistence. Besides, herders had long co-existed with fan
in the area. While crops produced on the area are millet, Melon (guna) gu
com, beans (cow pea) usually as cash crops and a sizeable quant:

beniseed (ridi).
LIMITATIO NS OF THE STUDY

The nature of the subject of research necessitates the need to delve int
history of youth violence in Yobe State. Nevertheless, the limitations ¢
study is that there - no much easy - access to information on it. Be
individuals and perhaps groups would not want to provide needed ansv
the point of questionnaires administered and or interview conducted. In
words, they either withheld or refused to answers for the fear of what

happen to them. In short, the security challenges the State was grappling
at the time this field study was conducted did not allowed for a focus
discussion (FGD) which was part of the initial plan. Similarly, the stu
constrained by time and financial requirements in spite of the effort t
CLEEN Foundation which would have allowed for an extensive study i

subject matter.

MAJOR FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

As indicated earlier, a major trust of this study is to uncover why some
people are ready to join extremist groups like the Boko Haram.
noteworthy that the outcome of the research through the data obtaine-
the comparison made between the young people and their parents in tes
social practices, cultural belief and practices, religious beliefs and pra
and political beliefs and practices shows a great divide. This is evis
shown in Table 3 where religious beliefs and practices has the l&
respondents with 75% believe that there is Much/Very Much to the c
Besides, it is followed by the cultural beliefs with 60% of respondents tha
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Little /Very Much political beliefs 51% of respondents said Little/ Very Little
and social practices 50% of respondent said it is Much/ Very Much. As such,
the great divide between the young people and the older generation in their
religious belief is to some extent the reason for youth extremism and violence
in Yobe State. While there is not so much division between the young and the
older people in terms of cultural and political beliefs as discovered during the

key informant interview (KII).

Table: 3 The Differences between Young People and the Older Generation

RTEligious Political Social
Beliefs Beliefs Practice

Cultural
Beliefs

I—Response

Little  /Very | 60 49
Little
Much/Very 36

Much '
' Don't Know ‘ 4

- Source: Field data 2013

:

Youths Religious Extremism and Violence

Youths are prone to the use of violence to enforce their religious beliefs. This
evident by the data obtained which shows that 47% of the respondents said
‘most young people are likely to use violence while 39% said few young
people are likely to apply violence to enforce their religious beliefs. However, it
Is noteworthy, that out of the different groups that were interviewed during the
Kll especially in Potiskum which has a large number of Christians in which the
respondents were of the view that many of the youths believe in violence to
-enforce their religious beliefs. This may be result of a long time mistrust that
exists between both sides of the religious divides i.e. Christians and Muslims.

-Similarly, the reason for groups of young people involvement in violence for
religions purpose was surveyed and the outcome indicated that the young
people involve in religious violence for obvious reasons such as, economic
-and social reasons .This is evident by the 45% of the respondents whose
opinion Is that youths are involved in religious violence due to ignorance of the
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full teaching of their religion. While 16% said it is due to misuse of religio
politicians to promote their interest and only 4% said it is unemployment

poverty.

Yobe State

Manipulation by extremist religious leaders 1
Rewards for involvement in the use of... 3
Lack of good example by religious leaders 4
Unemployment and poverty 4
llliteracy 10
Lack of proper parental upbringing, care... 15
Missuse of religion by politician to... 16
Ignorance of the full teaching of their...

0 10 20 30 40

Based on the outcome of the survey conducted in res‘péct of youth extrer
and violence in Yobe State, the causative factors adduced for it are econs
and social in nature and content. Most respondents (36%) were of the
that recruitment for religious training in foreign couptries is a prominent m:
through which young people imbibe extremist religious views. This is follc
by independent (roaming) preachers, accounting for 29% of the views o
respondents. This is a growing trend in religious practice in Nigeria, w
such preachers move from one place to the other within and outside the
of their residence to conduct sermon in some open spaces (village sqe
markets or roadside) or sometimes to different mosques on invitation of
colleagues. Whereas 26% of the respondents said it is parents, 7% said
recorded audio and video messages and 3% said it is acquired thr

regular worship centres.

Indeed, it is noteworthy, that during the KIl in Damaturu where one O
respondents said apart from the causative factors already mentioned a:
for youth extremism and violence, drug abuse also contribute immense&
the resort to violence by the youth in some communities. As such, drug ak
alter the state of the users mind and predispose it to-violence (Ifaturote 19
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Figure 3 Source of youth religious extremism in Yobe State
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Source: Field data 2013

The tendency to be involved in youth extremism and violence in Yobe State
differs in terms of individual and groups, but the form is the same to the
causative factors for youth involvement in extremism and violence advanced
above. As such, the outcome of the research indicated that 39% of the
respondents are of the opinion that children who were not brought up by their
parents have the highest tendency to be involved in youth religious extremism
and violence. This class of children are exemplified by those whom both
parents divorced or from broken homes, children that are entrusted in the
hands of relatives or individuals for care, and perhaps abandoned orphans.
Furthermore, about 31% of the respondents are of the view that the children
from poor homes have the tendency to be involved in violence. While 11% of
the respondents said children of religious leaders have less tendency to be
involve in youth extremism and violence. In spite of the outcome of the survey
it is noteworthy, that most of the youth violent activities were carmed out in
Damaturu the state capital in areas that are inhabited by poor people such as
Sabon Fegi, Nayinawa, and Jerusalem which is Christians dominated area,
where churches, school and houses were burnt. While at Wazin Ibrahim and

- Shehu Shagari Quarters and GRA are the affluent Areas that were not
touched
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Categories of Youth with the Tendency to be involved in Religious
Extremism and Violence

Categofies PerEentagE_of Respondents

Children from very religious homes
Children who were not brought up by their | 39

parents

Children fro_reroor homes 31
Children from rich homes 11
Children of religiou_s._ieaders 1"

Source: Field Data, 2013

The Driving Force for Youth Extremism and Violence

The driving force for youth extremism and violence are numerous but for the
purpose of this survey some causative factors such as the economic, social,
political, cultural, etc, were identified on a five-point Likert scale. As such, the
responses of the respondents’ views were captured in this form. Very much
and Much as indicated in table 4 below. Based on the discussion made above
economic is argued as the main driving force for youth extremism and
violence in Yobe State. This is why 60% of the respondents said
unemployment and poverty among young people is the main reasons for

extremism and violence.

Furthermore, 57% of the respondents view illiteracy as the second in the
rankings of causative factors for youth extremism and violence. Whereas third
and fourth rank are ignorance of the full teaching of their religious said by 55%
of respondents and Misuse of religious by politicians to promote their interest
said by 45% of the respondents. However, it is to be noted that other
causative factors for youth extremism and violence mentioned by respondents
include the rate of corruption and immoral behaviours, neglect of the welfare
of the citizens by the Governments and lack of parental upbringing of children.




Table 4: The Driving Forces for Youth Extremism and Violence

S/N Driving Force % Response
‘Very Much’

Unemployment and poverty
llliteracy

Ignorance of the full teaching of their
religion

_
- 3
Misuse of religion by politicians to
promote their interest
8

O. Belief that corruptions and immoral
behaviours are widespread

Undue involvement in religious
matters by the government

Exposure to foreign extremist group 35

3- Lack of good examples by religious 34
leaders

9. | Neglect of the welfare of the citizens 33 9
by the government -

10. Manipulation by extremist religious 33 9
leaders
Insensitivity to religious and cultural 33
diversity _

R —

12. | Lack of parental upbringing, care and 32 12

examples

3. | Desire to have a better society through | 31 13
religious practices

14. | Reward for involvement in the use of
violence to promote religion

15. | Action of the security agents towards

members of the public

16. | Action of the security agents towards

members of the extremlst religious
groups.

 Source: Field data 2013
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CONCLUSION

The consequences of youth extremism and violence can be devastat
especially on the development of the immediate community and indee d

larger society. Youth extremism and violence has resulted in damage not €
against private and public property, but also resulting in grievous bodily k»a
and in extreme cases, deaths. With the above record of violent acts in ~Y"
State, hundreds of people mostly youths have been killed, many injured

properties worth millions of naira destroyed. The analysis in this rese &
shows that the manifestations of youth extremism and accompanied viol€
Is driven by poverty, unemployment, ignorant, lack of good pare
upbnnging, drug abused, unnecessary indoctrinations and other caus =
factors. Such violence often poses serious challenges to personal, private

common development and its sustainability. Hence the need for ur<
measures to address the menace.




CHAPTER 5

GOMBE STATE

Dudu Manuga
Executive Director,
Responsible Citizenship and Human Development Initiative
(RECHDI) Gombe

INTRODUCION
Gombe State was created out of the then Bauchi State in 1996, with Gombe

town as the capital. It shares a common boundary with all the other five States
in the North East geo-political zone, namely: Adamawa, Bauchi, Bormno,
Taraba and Yobe. The State consists of eleven (11) Local Govemment Areas
(LGAs) and 114 Wards. The local government areas are: Akko, Balanga,
Billiri, Dukku, Funakaye, Gombe, Kaltungo, Kwami, Nafada, Shongom and
Yamaltu/Deba.

When the population census was conducted in 2006, the State’s population
figures stood at 2,353,000. Major tribes in the State include Waja, Tangale,
Tera, Fulani, Bolewa, Kanuri, Jukun, Cham, Tula, Pero/Shonge and
Kamo/Awak:; however, Hausa language is widely spoken all over the State.
Although Gombe has 11 LGAs, only one town can be termed as truly urban
(Gombe). The headquarters of other LGAs are mainly semi-urban, with lesser
population and development. Gombe town is the administrative and
commercial capital of the State. In fact, long before the State was created,
Gombe was seen as more of a commercial and trading centre which has
drawn business-minded people from all over Nigeria, especially from Kwara
and Kano States. Moreover, the unique location of Gombe town at the centre
of the North East has made it a resting and meeting point for travellers and
traders from different parts of the geo-political zone and beyond.

The people of Gombe State are not only commercially oriented, but also large
scale farmers, especially of beans, maize, rice, sorghum, bambara nut,
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groundnut and sesame, which are basic raw materials in high demand by
industries within and outside the State. Indeed, agriculture engages about
80% of Gombe's active population.

Gombe State originated from the fusion of two distinct large groups: the
Gombe Emirate in the North and the ethnic grouping in the South, known as
Tangale-Waja. Gombe emerged as part of a larger state-building force of the
19th Century Sokoto jihad under the leadership of Buba Yero who was among
the 11 people given flags by Usman dan Fodio to propagate Islam. It had its
original headquarters at Gombe Abba, until the advent of the British in the
20th century who began to administer the area under two Native Authorities
(NA): Gombe and Tangale Waja Native Authonties.

Looking at the rich historical, agricultural and commercial significance ¢
Gombe State, there is little wonder then that it continues to attract a.wid
range of people from far and near as not only visitors pursuing one interest ¢
the other, but also settlers who have found its atmosphere very conducive.

i

RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM IN GOMBE STATE

In 1980 Muhammadu Marwa (Maitatsine), a radical Cameroonian Islam
scholar who had settled down in Kano, together with his followers commence
series of attacks on other religious leaders and the police, following which tk
military was called in to quell the uprising in view of the fact that the situatic
seems to have overwhelmed the police. This led to armed clashes thr
resulted in the deaths of hundreds, including the leader of the sect -
Muhammadu Marwa.

The riots spread to other parts of Northern Nigeria in the following years. ¥
1984, the violence erupted in Yola, this time around led by one Musa Makan_
a close disciple of Marwa, who claimed to be the interim leader of the ses
Heavy military intervention followed, forcing Makaniki and his followers to fl.
to his hometown, Gombe to take refuge. By April 1985, Makaniki spe«
headed series of attacks and religious riots in Gombe town during whick
was claimed that about 100 people were killed and 146 were arrested
security agents. Makaniki however escaped arrest and fled to Cameroon U
2004 when he quietly slipped back into the country, and was later arrested




security agents. This incident was the first major manifestation of religious
extremism in Gombe. Violent religious radicalism of this magnitude did not
take place again for a long time in Gombe, until the State was created and the

country returned to democratic rule.

Since its creation in 1996, Gombe State never experienced any major crisis
despite the fact that almost all the neighbouring states were embroiled crises,
until April 17" 2011 when post-presidential election violence broke out in
Gombe town with youths taking the lead in the mayhem. Although the attacks
began as politically motivated with CPC youths taking the lead of attacking the
INEC office and houses of people known to be members of the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), they took a different dimension later in the day as
churches, Christians and their houses became the new targets. This led to the
spread of the upheaval to many parts of the State capital, and it took security
forces two days to bring the situation under control.

From the post-election violence of April 2011, the following is a chronicle of
violent attacks in the State, believed to have been mounted by the Boko
Haram:

« On 16th October 2011, 3 policemen were killed by a bomb blast at the
Mobile Police Barrack, Kwame LGA of Gombe State.

* In December 2011, 15 people were injured at the outskirts of Gombe town
when gunmen suspected to be BH members attacked a hotel in the
evening.

« January 2012: 6 people were killed when gunmen opened fire on
worshippers at Deeper Life Church in Gombe town.

« February 2012: Gun and bomb attacks were launched against the prison
and police station situated in Gombe town, both facing each other and
almost opposite the Emir's palace.

» March 2012: 4 policemen were killed including a DPO by a bomb blast in
Ashaka, Funakaye LGA of Gombe State.

» April 2012: Explosions rocked the Gombe State University situated at Tudun
Wada, in Gombe town. Reports said gunshots followed the bomb blast

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

A limitation of this study was the limited scope or sample that it covered.
Although the Gombe State e has 11 Local Government Area (LGAS), the data
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collected was from only two namely: Gombe Local Government Area and
Billii Local Government Area. Gombe LGA is situated in Gombe North
senatorial zone, and has for years been a commercial and administrative hub
especially when the State was created in 1996. It is the State capital with 2
population of over 100,000 people. Gombe LGA is the local council that has
experienced the most of the manifestation of religious extremism in Gombe
State with the largest damage to lives and property. The second place from
which data was sourced is Billiri Local Government Area, situated in Gombe
South Senatorial zone. It is the traditional home of the Tangale people whao
are both the Muslim and Christian religions, with Christians being in the
majority. Billini LGA has not experienced any manifestation of religious
extremism with accompanying armed confrontations.

MAJOR FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

It is against this backdrop that a field study to uncover the drivers of youtr
radicalisation was conducted in Gombe State. After a careful and thorougt
analysis of the data collected, the following are the major findings that this
study obtained in Gombe State.

7.1. The first thing we sought to find out was to what extent do young peopie
share the views of their parents or older generation. The table below shows
the distribution of the result obtained (in percentages).

Response Social | Cultural Political | Religious
Little/Very Little | 36 (a2 18
Much/Very Much | 64 53 61 82

Don't know 0 5

Source: Field Data 2013

The result tells us that there are more young people sharing the same views
with their parents and older generations However, it also came out clear that
young people shared religious views with their parents and older generations
more than any other views.




7.2 On the question that sought to know if young people uphold a more or less
conservative and fundamentalist view of religion than older people, the
following was obtained:

More conservative and fundamentalist view of religion 38

Less conservative and fundamentalist view of religion 57

Don'‘t know S

We thus see that young people hold a less conservative view of religion than
older people. While old people hold on to what has been the practice, the
~ young have through their quest for knowledge come to be more liberal and not -
- willing to hold tenaciously to what they have been taught. Although progress is
~ what is expected of people and societies, such deviation is an early warning
" that the liberal disposition should be closely monitored so that it is not taken to
~ extremes.

' 7.3. The field result of the questionnaires administered showed that many
- young people believe that it is proper to use violence to enforce their religious
- belief:

- Most/many Few/Very few Don't know

o6 36 8

| Although the findings from the questionnaire analysis showed that most/many
young people believe that it is proper to use violence to enforce their religious
belief, during the Klls and FGDs conducted, most of the people were of the
opinion that few or very few -young people believe in the use of violence to
enforce their religious belief. All those interviewed in the Klls were adults, but
the FGD groups were predominantly young people. This points out to us that
although not many are embarking on violence to promote their religion, the
possibility of such happening cannot be overruled. Like an interviewee said,
religion is like a turf that people not only desire to guard jealously at all costs,‘
but want to advance, sometimes to the detriment of others.

7.4 Ignorance of the full teaching of their religion ranked high as the most
important factor responsible for the involvement of young people in the use of
violence to promote their religious belief.
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The first place of learning about religion should be the home. Where par:
are ignorant of what their religion says, there is no way they can teach 1

children anything worthwhile. So to make up for it, they encourage
children to seek knowledge from the learned, and because they are ignos

they cannot take a stand when the children are taught wrong things.

7.5. About 89% of the people responded that it is never acceptable to pror
one’'s religious belief using violence. Yet, there are some who believe|
okay. So while it is gratifying to note the large number who firt
unacceptable, we must not overlook those who find it acceptable as ti
may not only embark on it when the opportunity to do so presents itself, |
may be in a position to influence others in this regard.

7.6. While the respondents to the questionnaires believed that parents
the most important source through which young people acquire extre
religious views, the interviews and group discussions opined that §
preaching especially the preaching of independent roaming preachers,
recorded and/or live preaching which young people access througt
internet. Indeed, most of the people interviewed spoke strongly on

unlimited access to the world and all that it offers has done more harm-*
good. The result from the questionnaire is presented in the graph below.

r
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7.7 The data analysed showed that the group of young people that is more
likely to be involved in the use of violence to promote their religious belief is

children who were not brought up by their parents, followed by children from
poor homes.

Children of religious leaders 6

Children from very religious homes 12
Children who were not brought up by their parents 50
Children from poor homes 27
Children from rich homes 5

Discussants and interviewees believed such children were devoid of human
compassion and because they have no one to monitor them and give them
the right counselling and life skills, they easily turn aside into the wrong
methods of promoting their religion. We can also see that children of religious
leaders are not very likely to be involved in the use of force to promote
religion. This gives us the understanding that young people must be getting

their doctrine of the use of force from elsewhere: otherwise the children of
religious leaders would hold sway.
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7.8.1 Looking at the factors that influence the adoption of extreme religiot
views by young people in the community, unemployment and poverty has th
greatest influence. This is followed closely by illiteracy, then ignorance of th
full teaching of their religion. This goes to show that despite all existing facto
that could influence the young people, if they had gainful employment, thos
other factors will not have a strong hold on them.

T T T

ﬁﬁﬂuencmg Factor mﬁmﬁﬁwwﬁﬁ o g Mo o o0, VETY
e e 0 S _~-J;_4.-.m..~.% m*,ﬁmwuﬁ. ..M E.S:Lm_
Unemployment and Poverty 05
llliteracy o4
Ignorance of the full teaching of their religion 52
Misuse of religion by politicians to promote their interests 45
Neglect of welfare of citizens by the government 37
Lack of parental upbringing and care 36
Lack of good example by religious leaders 34
Manipulation by extremist religious leaders 33

Belief that corruption and immoral behaviours are widespread 32
Foreign funding of religious groups and propagation of

extremist religious views and practices 25
Rewards for involvement in the use of violence to promote 24
religion 24
Exposure to foreign extremist groups 23
Desire to have a better society through religious practices 20
Undue involvement in religious matters by government 17
Actions of security agents towards members of extremist 15
religious groups 15

Actions of security agents towards members of the public
Insensitivity to religious and cultural diversity

Source: Field data, 2013

It is interesting to note that lack of parental upbringing and care does
come out strong as a factor that influences the young people.
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7.9.1 Respondents, interviewees and discussants believed that adequate
opportunities did not exist for young people. Opportunities lacking include
recreational facilities, skills acquisition and employment, education as well as
opportunities of mentoring. However, the difference was not huge (59%
against 41%). This shows that there are some opportunities available to a
certain extent, such that 41% feel they are adequate.

We must understand however that when the capacity of the govermment to
provide critical opportunities and dividends to the young people progressively
declines against the backdrop of escalating corruption, population increase
and global economic instability, there is every likelihood that increase in
frustration, anger, aggression and violence will become manifest. This has led
many contemporary analysts to classify the country as a failing or a failed
state.

7.10. The research brought out the fact that although religious extremism is
threatening Nigeria in many ways, the most important of these is in the area of
economic development. Taking the response of “Much/Very Much” to the
question of threats to different aspects of our lives in Nigena, the field
research gave us this finding:

Threat cmme—————————% “‘““"N‘"’ "

Economic Development
Inter-religious Harmony 69
National Integration

Internal Security

Consolidation of Democracy

Human Rights and Freedom

Education and Scientific
Development

Child and Youth Development

Poverty Reduction

International Image 56
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The violence has not only caused economic stagnation, it has stopped fore
investment from coming into the country, especially the concerned req
Next to this, national integration and inter/intra religious harmony are ;
being threatened as there is a lot of distrust now among communities, |
really alarming to see that all these threats are more than 50%, as the I
among them is 56%.

7.12 Our findings show that most young people in Gombe are not e:
attracted to join extremist religious groups like Boko Haram. This may be
of the reasons why Gombe State has not been experiencing a lot of vic
manifestations of religious extremism.

Gombe State

However, the responses of Yes, though not as high as the No, should «
source of serious concern. About 48% is undoubtedly high enouc
proportion that demands that appropriate measures be taken by
authorities concerned to ensure that the number is reduced to the b
minimum.

CONCLUSION

Although Gombe State may be termed as the most peaceful of all the 6 Sz
in the North East geo-political zone, the potential for an outbreak of reli=
violence in the State is evident. The post presidential election violence of =
shows that when the opportunity is available, political or other frustration:
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agitations could turn into violent armed religious conflicts that can lead to the
loss of lives and property.

There is an urgent need for government at all levels to join hands and
collectively address the structural injustice and poverty devastating especially
northern Nigeria and the rest of the Country, and de-emphasise use of force
and coercion in internal security operations, if we seek peace for ourselves
and for future generations. Other nations that have used force against
religious extremism do not have a success story to share with the world.
Nigeria cannot hope to achieve by coercion and force (war) what has eluded
the world’s most sophisticated military giants like the US and its allies.




CHAPTER 6

KADUNA STATE

Idris Bawa
Coordinator Law Review and Legislative Liaison Officer
Responsible Citizenship and Human Development Initiative
National Human Rights Commission

INTRODUCTION

Kaduna State is the successor to the old Northern Region of Nigeria, wh
had its capital at Kaduna. In 1967 the state was split up into six states, one
which was the North-Central State, whose name was changed to Kadu
State in 1976. This was further divided in 1987, losing the area now part
Katsina State. Under the governance of Kaduna is the ancient city of Za
which this research also covered. The capital of Kaduna State is Kaduna
has an area of 7,626.20sq kilometres and a population of about 4,652,S

people.

Kaduna is known to be a volatile state particularly the southern and northe
parts of the state. Kaduna metropolis is also susceptibility to ethno-religic
violence. The attempt to examine the socio-economic circumstances

religious crises in Northern Nigeria, from the Maitatsine Revolts of the 198
to the current insurgency by members of the Jama'atu Ahlil Sunr
Lidda'awati Wal Jihad, popularly known as Boko Haram, will be bet
appreciated if situated within an appropriate historical framework. Howevws
this research does not provide room for historical framework of that nature.

Unlike most cities of Northern Nigeria, Kaduna is quite complex. The ethr:
religious and cultural diversity with Islam and Christian values sometim:
inter-mixing with traditional values provides a veritable ground for differencs
that, if not properly mediated, could easily lead to violence. Against t
exclusive nature of most old cities of Northern Nigeria, Zaria another City .
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Kaduna State which this research covers, has its peculiarity where
“indigenous” communi ties are separated from - settlers, lasting inter -
penetration across ethnic and religious lines is evident in that part of the state.

Zaria on the other hand is generally believed to be one of the seven Hausa
States of the early 15th century and among the largest. The other name for
Zaria is Zazzau and the inhabitants are called Zage-zage or Zazzagawa.
Tradition has it that the name Zazzau is derived from a famous sword which
was honoured in those days by the Zazzagawa and helped to give a kind of
ethnic identity years before the recognition of any king by Zaria people. There
were sixty "Habe" (the name given to Hausa people before the Fulani
conquest of Hausaland in 1804) rulers (Kings and Queens) who ruled Zana
_town. The first ruler was called GUNGUMA, and the second was called Bakwa
~ Turunku (it is still not certain whether Bakwa Turunku was a male or a
~ female). Bakwa Turunku had two daughters and their names were always
~ linked to the history of Zazzau. The older daughter was called Amina, after
- whom the original wall, which has a length of about 15 kilometres round the
~ city of Zaria is named. Zaria the younger daughter gave her name to the
. modern emirate and its capital.

. LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

. There were no limitations as such given that we had additional research
. assistance to work with us on the project. However conducting the research in
Kaduna metropolis was more challenging. Some of the interviewees were not
cooperative to giving information for fear that it might be used against them. It
 took a lot of talking and convincing for them to participate. Also focus group
discussion was almost impossible due to the same challenge.

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS

The people of Kaduna State have different perspective to the issue of
radicalisation of the youths. This also cut across gender. It was established
that, 61.9% of the respondents are female while 68.1% of the respondent are
male. From the survey, 17.1% of the respondents are between the age of 14
to 17, 19.2% are between the age of 18 to 24, 27.7% are between the age of
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25 to 35, 26.2% are between the age of 34 to 45 and 25.2% of t
respondents are between the age of 45 to 54.

Educational level of the respondents for religious/ adult education is 4.2
34.4% for primary or less, 58% for secondary and 3.4% for tertiary educatiox

1. In your opinion, to what extent do young people share the social, cultur
political and religious views of their parents or older generations?

1 (1). Social practices

From the survey conducted, 64.7% of the respondents agreed on Ve
Much/Much that young people share the social views of their parents or olc
generations, while 30.3% belief that Little /Very Little young people share th:
parent view and 5% do not know if social practices of parent and ol
generation are been shared by young people (Fig.1).

Fig.1

Social Practices

o ED i

little/very much/very don’t know
little much

B Kaduna

1 (2) Cultural Beliefs and Practices

65.6% of the respondents are of the opinion that young people belief Ve
Much/Much cultural beliefs and practices of their parent and older generatio
30.3% have Little/Very Little opinion of their parent while 4.2% don't know
cultural beliefs and practices of parent and older generation have ar
influence on young people (fig.2).
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Fig.2

Cultural Practices

little, very much/ very don’t know
little much
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1 (3) Religious Beliefs and Practices

As revealed in the survey, 74% of the respondents share Very Much/ Much
view of their parent opinion on religious beliefs and practices, 23.95% have
Little/Very Little opinion of their parent view while 2.5% don't know if young
people share their parent and older generation views on religious beliefs and
practices (fig.3).

Fig.3

Religious Beliefs

100 ~ L. 0 Lo Ldumy

0
little/very much/very don’t know
little much
® kaduna

1 (4) Political Beliefs and Practices

As established from the survey, 52.1% are of the opinion of Very Much/Much
of their parent view on political beliefs and practices, 41.2% have Little/Very
Little view of their parent opinion while 6.7% don't see political beliefs and
practices of parent and older generation influencing young people (fig.4).
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Fig.4

Political Beliefs
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little much
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2. Do you think that young people uphold a more or less conservative ar
fundamentalist view of religion than older people?
1. More conservative and fundamentalist view of religion
2. Less conservative and fundamentalist view of religion

3. Don't know

—”

As established from the survey, 40.3% of respondents belief that your
people uphold a more conservative and fundamentalist view of religion th:
older people, 49.6% of the respondents belief they are less conservative ar
10.1% don‘t know it young people uphold a more or less conservative ar

fundamentalist view of religion than older people. (fig.5).

Fig.5
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3. Do you think most, many, few or very few young people in your
community believe that it is proper to use violence to enforce their
religious belief?

1. Most

2. Many

3. Few

4. Veryfew

5. Don't know

24. About 4% of the respondents are of the belief that most/many of young
people in community believe in the use violence to enforce their religious
belief, 64.7% are of the opinion that few/Very few use violence to enforce

religious beliefs while 10.9% don‘t belief the use of violence to enforce
religious belief (fig.6).

Fig.6
Cummunity Beliefs
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| 50 B kaduna
10.9
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0

most/ many few/very few never

4. What do you think is the most important factor responsible for the

involvement of young people in the use of violence to promote their
religious belief?

1. Ignorance of the full teaching of their religion
llliteracy

Manipulation by extremist religious leaders

Misuse of religion by politicians to promote their interests
Unemployment and poverty

Lack of proper parental upbringing, care and examples

5 — 59
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7. Desire to have a better society through religious practices

8. Rewards for involvement in the use of violence to promote religic
9. Neglect of the welfare of citizens by the government

10. Lack of good example by religious leaders

As established from the survey, 36.1% of the respondents beliefs Ignorance .
the full teaching of their religion is the most important factor responsible §
the involvement of young people in the use of violence to promote ths
religious belief, 13.5% goes for illiteracy, 7.6% for manipulation by extrem:
religious leaders, 8.4% beliefs in misuse of religion by politicians to promc
their interests, 14.3% went for unemployment and poverty, 8.4% are of
opinion of Lack of proper parental upbringing, care and examples, 0.8% be!
on the desire to have a better society through religious practices, while 0.&
of the respondents views are on the rewards they will get for involvement
the use of violence to promote religion, 5.9% sees the neglect of the weifz
of citizens by the government is an important factor and 4.2% beliefs lack
good example by religious Ieade(s (fig.7).
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5. Do you think it is acceptable to promote one's religious belief using
violence? |
1. Yes, always
2. Yes, sometimes
3. Never

It is belief that 3.3%o0f the respondents went for always in the use of violence
to promote one's religious belief, while 12.6% went for yes, sometimes and
84.1% agreed on never on the use of violence to promote one’‘s religious

belief (fig.8).

Fig.8
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6. What is the most important source through which young people acquire
extremist religious views?
1. Parents
Regular worship centres
Independent (roaming) preachers
Recorded audio and video messages
Recruitment for religious training in foreign countries

ME s L2 N

16.8% of the respondent's belief young people acquire extremist religious
views from their parents, 23.5% from their regular worship centres, 22.7%
iIndependent (roaming) preachers, 19.3% are of the opinion that the use of
recorded audio and video messages can influence young people while 17.6%
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belief on recruitment for religious training in foreign countries can make yo
people acquire extremist religious views (fig.9).

Fig.9
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B kadur

7. Which groups of young people are more likely to be involved in the us
violence to promote religious belief?

As established from the survey, 5% of the respondents went for childre:
religious leaders, 5% went for children from very religious homes, 38.7% «
for children who were not brought up by their parents, 49.6% went for chik
from poor homes while went for 1.7% children from rich homes (fig.10).
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8. To what extent do you think the following factors influence the adoption of
extreme religious views by young people in the community?

Very | Much | Little | Very | Don't
Much Little | know

Ignorance of the full

teaching of their religion -.
literacy I
Manipulation by extremist

religious leaders | ----
Misuse of religion by

politicians to promote

their interests

Unemp'loyment and

NN
Lack of proper parental

upbringing, care and

e | ||| ]
Desire to have a better .....

society through religious
practices




8 I Rewards for involvement | i '

in the use of violence to |
promote religion
9 Neglect of the welfare of
citizens by the
government
Lack of good examble by'
| religious leaders |
11 | Belief that corruption and
immoral behaviours are |
widespread
12 | Undue involvement in
religious matters by the
government
13 | Foreign funding of
religious groups and
. activities, including
propagation of extremist |
religious views and | | |
practices

Exposure to foreign | ) l

|

extremist religious groups
15 | Actions of security agjents ]-
towards members of
extremist religious groups
16 I Actions of security agents
| towards members of the
public.

Insensitivity to religious
and cultural diversity.

— ..

8 (1). Ignorance of the full teaching of their religion

93.2% of the respondents believe Very Much /much that ignorance of the
teaching of their religion is a factor that influence the adoption of extr
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religious views by young people in the community, 4.2% belief on Little /Very
Little and 2.5% don't know (fig.11).

fig.11
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- 8 (2). llliteracy
64.7% of the respondents belief on Very Much /Much that illiteracy is a factor
that influence the adoption of extreme religious views by young people in the

community, 16% went for Little/Very Little and 3.4% went for | don‘t know
- (fig.12).
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8 (3). Manipulation by extremist religious leaders

From the survey, 80.7% of the respondents belief on Very Much /Muct
manipulation by extremist religious leaders is a factor that influence

adoption of extreme religious views by young people in the community, w
19.3% belief on Little/ Very Little and 0% went for | don't know (fig.13).

Fig.13
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8 (4). Misuse of religion by politicians to promote their interests
74.8% of the respondents belief Very Much/Much that misuse of religion
politicians to promote their interests is a factor that influences the adoptiox
extreme religious views by young people in the community, 23.5% belie
Little/ Very Little and 1.7% went for | don‘t know (fig.14).

Fig.14
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8 (5). Unemployment and poverty |
As established from the survey, 83.2% of the respondents accept
unemployment and poverty as a factor that influence the adoption of extreme
religious views by young people in the community, 16% went for Little/ Very
Little while 0.8% went for | don’t know (fig.15).

Fig.15
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8 (6). Lack of proper parental upbringing, care and examples

76.4% of the respondent’s belief Very Much/Much on lack of proper parental
upbringing, care and examples is a factor that influence the adoption of

extreme religious views by young people in the community, 21.9% belief
Little/Very Little and 1.7% went for | don‘t know (fig.16).
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8 (7). Desire to have a better society through religious practices

46.2% of the respondents belief Very Much/Much on desire to have a bett
society through religious practices as factor that influence the adoption

extreme religious views by young people in the community, 49.6% went f:

Little\Very Little while 4.2% went for | don't know (fig.17).
Fig.17
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8 (8). Rewards for involvement in the use of violence to promote religic
50.4% of the respondents belief Very Much/Much on the rewards #f
involvement in the use of violence to promote religion is a factor that influens
the adoption of extreme religious views by young people in the communs
31% belief on Little / Little while 18.5% went for | don't know(fig.18).

Fig.18
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8 (9). Neglect of the welfare of citizens by the government

76.5% of the respondents belief Very Much/Much neglect of the welfare of
citizens by the government is a factor that influence the adoption of extreme
religious views by young people in the community, 16.8% went for Little/ Very
Little and 10.9% went for | don‘t know (fig.19).

Fig.19
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8(10). Lack of good example by religious leaders

58.9% of the respondents belief Very Much/ Much on lack of good example
by religious leaders is a factor that influence the adoption of extreme religious

views by young people in the community, 39.6% belief on Littie/Very Little,
and 1.7% went for | don't know (fig.20).
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8 (11). Belief that corruption and immoral behaviours are widespread
66.3% belief Very Much/Much on corruption and immoral behaviours as facto
that influence the adoption of extreme religious views by young people in th
community, 26% went for Little/Very Little while 7.6% went for | don't knov
(fig.21).

Fig.21
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8 (12). Undue involvement in religious matters by the government

52.1% of the respondents agreed Very Much/Much on undue involvement :
religious matters by the government are a factor that influences the adoptc
of extreme religious views by young people in the community, 37.8% bef
Little/\Very Little, while 10.1% went for | don't know (fig.22).
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8 (13). Foreign funding of religious groups and activities, including
propagation of extremist religious views and practices

From the survey, 51.3% of the respondents belief Very Much/ Much on foreign
funding of religious groups and activities, including propagation of extremist
religious views and practices a factor that influence the adoption of extreme
religious views by young people in the community, 35.3% belief Little\Very
Little and 13.5% went for | don'‘t know (fig.23).

Fig.23
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8(14). Exposure to foreign extremist religious groups

50.4% of the respondents believe Very Much\Much on exposure to foreign
. extremist religious groups a factor that influences the adoption of extreme
religious views by young people in the community, 37.8% went for Little/Very
. Little while 11.8% went for | don't know (fig.24).
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8(15). Actions of security agents towards members of extremist religiou
groups

50.5% of the respondents believe Very Much/Much on actions of securit
agents towards members of extremist religious groups Is a factor th
influence the adoption of extreme religious views by 'young people in th
community, 47.1% belief Little/Very Little and 2.5% went for | don‘t knor
(fig.25).
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8(16). Actions of security agents towards members of the public

49.6% of the respondents believe Very Much\Much on actions of secur
agents towards members of the public is a factor that influence the adoption:
extreme religious views by young people in the community, 41.2% bet
Little/Very Little and 9.2% went for | don't know (fig.26).
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8(17). Insensitivity to religious and cultural diversity

61.3% of the respondents belief Very Much\Much on insensitivity to religious
and cultural diversity is a factor that influence the adoption of extreme
religious views by young people in the community, 32.8% went for Littie/Very
Little while 5.9% went for | don't know (fig.27).

Fig.27
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9. Do adequate opportunities exist for young people in the following
areas?

S S L .S L
1 Access to recreational facilites | |
2 | Access to education N
5[ Access o Tood 1
4

| o

Access o gainfulemployment | |
Access to justice and
redressing grievances

9(1). Access to recreational facilities

32.8% of the respondents have access to recreational facilities and 67.2% do
not have access to recreational facilities (fig.28).
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9(2). Access to education

From the survey, 42% of the respondents have access to education wit:
58% do not have access to education (fig.29).
Fig.29

Access to Education

9(3). Access to food
38.7% of the respondents have access to food while 61.3% do not ha

access to food (fig.30).
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. 9(4). Access to gainful employment
21.8% of the respondents have access to gainful employment and 78.2% do

" not have Access to gainful employment (fig.31).
~ Fig.31

Access to Employment
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- 9(5). Access to justice and redressing grievances
' 27.7% of the respondents have access to justice and redressing grievances
. while 72.3% do not have access to justice and redressing grievances (fig.32).
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10. Do you think young people are easily attracted to join extremist
religious groups like Boko Haram?

Yes ( )

No ( )
As established from the survey, 51.3% of the respondents think young people

are easily attracted to join extremist religious groups like Boko Haram while
48.7% do not agree that young people are easily attracted to join extremis!

religious groups like Boko Haram (fig.43).
Fig.43
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12. To what extent do you think the following measures can prevent

1.

adoption of extremist religious belief and practices?

Measures Very | Much | Little | Very | Don't
Much thtle know

Compulsory primary and

secondary education ---
Access to galnful
employment

Regulation and monitoring
of preachlng

e e e e

Minimize involvement of
government patronage of
religious activities
Sanction of politicians
involved in manipulation of
religious sentiments

Proper upbringing and care
by parents

Prohibition of discrimination
against people or groups
on the basis of their religion

Effective intelligence and
security system

Public enlightenment
against religious extremism

- 13(1). Proper upbringing and care by parents

- 95.8% of the respondents think Very Much/ Much proper upbringing and care
- by parents can prevent adoption of extremist religious belief and practices,
4.2% think Little/Very Little and 0% went for | don't know (fig.44).
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13(2). Compulsory primary and secondary education
87.4% % of the respondents think Very Much/ Much Compulsory primary ¢

secondary education can prevent adoption of extremist religious belief &
practices,12.6% think Little/Very Little and 0% went for | don‘t know (fig.45).
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13(3). Access to gainful employment

89.9% % of the respondents think Very Much/ Much Access to gainful
employment can prevent adoption of extremist religious belief and practices,
8.4% think Little/Very Little and 1.7% went for | don’t know (fig.46).
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13(4). Regulation and monitoring of preaching
80.7% of the respondents think Very Much/ Much regulation and monitoring of
preaching can prevent adoption of extremist religious belief and practices,

16.8% think Little/Very Little and 2.5% went for | don‘t know (Fig.47).
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13(5). Minimise involvement of government patronage of religious

activities | N
30.6% of the respondents think Very Much/ Much Sanction of politiciang

iwvolved in manipulation of religious sentiments can prevent adoption of
extremist religious belief and practices, 31.1% think Little/Very Little and 3.4%

went for | don‘t know (fig.48).
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13(6). Sanction of politicians involved in manipulation of religious
sentiments

76.6% of the respondents think Very Much/ Much sanction of politicians
involved in manipulation of religious sentiments can prevent adoption ¢
extremist religious belief and practices, 14.3% think Little/Very Little and 3.4%
went for | don't know (fig.49).
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13(7). Prohibition of discrimination against people or groups on the
basis of their religion

85.7% of the respondents think Very Much/ Much prohibition of discrimination
against people or groups on the basis of their religion can prevent adoption of
extremist religious belief and practices, 12.6% think Little/Very Little and 1.7%

went for | don't know (fig.50).

Fig.50
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13(8). Effective intelligence and security system

86.5% of the respondents think Very Much/ Much Effective intelligence and
security system can prevent adoption of extremist religious belief and
practices, 12.6% think Little/Very Little and 0.8% went for | dont know (fig.51).
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13(9). Public enlightenment against religious extremism

83.2 of the respondents think Very Much/ Much public enlightenment again
religious extremism can prevent adoption of extremist religious belief an
practices, 16.8% think Little/Very Little and 0% went for | don't know (fig.53).
Fig.53

Public Enlightenment

100 s 16 8
. o o B kaduna

0

Very much/ Little/Very Don't know
much littie

-

13. Respondent phone number (Optional):
KEY FINDINGS

This report identified the following as major findings that should be addresss
to curtail future occurrences of religious intolerance in the state.

a. Poverty and unemployment

The rate of poverty in the north is alarming and this accounted for the rate:
violence using unemployed youths by the elites and political class for ths
selfish interest. A DFID report published May 2013 found that from 2004 :
2010, the overall poverty rate has decreased by 2%. This average mas:
huge regional disparities. This decrease has been driven mainly by the Sou-
West, plus the South-South and North-Central zones (the latter includ-
Abuja). The absolute number of poor in Nigeria has increased from 80 mills
to 102 million (per capita method) out of a total population of about 1
million. If the adult equivalent method is applied, the increase is from =«
million to 75 million.
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b. Ignorance of religious duties and obligations on the part of parents
and guidance

There is gross ignorance on the part of parents about religious duties and
obligations; the Almaijiri syndrome particularly in the north is alien to Islam as
begging is discouraged. The Almajiri system came about during colonisation.
The local teachers (Mallams) had the obligation to pay taxes levied by the
colonialist and in order to meet this obligation, they sent their Almajins
(students) to go for begging and this has been instituted in the north.

c. Lack of proper education

The level of education in the north is very low. In the south west were free
education was launched in the Early 1960s pave the way for growth in
education. There is the need for the government at all levels to ensure proper
education of the teeming youths not only in Kaduna but the entire northem
state. Government has the basic obligation or duties to promote, protect and
fulfil human rights and education is a human rights issue.

d. Misinterpretation of religious Books by religious leaders

The general rule in interpretation is to adopt the liberal rule of interpretation.
However, in Islam for effective interpretation of any verse of the Glorious
Qur‘an one has to know the reason for revelation of that particular verse(s) of
chapter(s) or order to give it proper interpretation. There is growing concern
that most Qur‘nic teachers do not interprets religious text using this method
and this has accounted for distortions

e. Lack of Parental care giving raise to child labour, destitution (Almajiri)
Poverty and lack of parental care accounted for the number of Almajiris and
one of the reasons given is lack of money to send children to school. There is

growing need to develop a better strategy for education in order to incorporate
the Islamic education in schools.

f. Lack of Prompt Action by Government to Prevent Crisis Escalation
There are clear indicators that in all the crises in Nigeria Government has at
one time or another received security reports on the likelihood of disturbance

of peace and in some cases refuses to take proactive steps to avert such



crises. There is the need to develop appropriate mechanisms for early actions
on crisis management following relay of early warning.

g. Increase in the rate of Child and early marriages

The practice of child and early marriage is common across states in northem
Nigeria, including in Kaduna State. These practices are part of the problem
because it leads to rapid procreation of children by young families that are
unable to cater for these children.

CONCLUSION
The actions of Boko Haram have not only resulted in the current climate of

insecurity in Kaduna state and the country as a whole, but also showcases the
consequences of religious extremism by the youth. llliteracy, extreme poverty,
misinterpretation of religious books by leaders, poor parental guidance all act
as contributing factors for the involvement of the youth in violent extremism
once these young people are radicalised. This research report has also
offered an overview of some of the challenges that confront human rights
protection in the context of religious crises. In Nigeria, we have always
addressed crises when they occur in most cases as military operations. There
is need for government to be proactive in dealing with such crises rather than
resulting to use of force and deployment of Military. It has often been arqued
that the Police lack the capacity to deal with crises. Government should
mobilise resources in a concentrated fashion to address a wide spectrum of
possible problems that could endanger their territories or populations. These
do not always have to be military situations. The government has these basic
obligations/duties (a) duty to promote, (b) duty to protect and (c) duty to fulfil.
Not acting timely and promptly present challenges for human rights
compliance. They are nevertheless governed by law. As a result, le gality does
not take flight in the face of an emergency.




CHAPTER 7

KANO STATE

Mustapha Mohammed
The Democratic Action Group (DAG)
(Dispute Resolution and Development Initiative)
Zaria Road, Kano
Kano State, Nigeria

INTRODUCTION

Kano State was created under this name on 27 May 1967, when Nigena
assumed the 12-state structure. It survived sub-division in 1976 and 1987 until
27 August 1991, when Jigawa State was excised from it. The birth was due in
part to its being the most populous state. It is now composed of Kano Emirate.
The three other emirates: Hadejia, Gumel and Kazaure, having been out
together to form Jigawa State.

Kano State lies between latitude 130 North in the North and 110 North in the
South and longitude 80 W in the West and 100 in the East. The total land area
of Kano State is 20,760sq kilometres with a population of 9.4 million people
based on the official 2006 National Population and Housing Census. Kano is
largely Muslim, a majority of whom are Sunni. Christians and followers of
other non-Muslim religions form a small part of the population, and
traditionally lived in the Sabon Gari, or Foreign Quarter. Kano City has been
the capital of Kano State since the earliest recorded time. The state is divided
into 44 local government areas (LGAS).

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The research was conducted in Kano state, but limited to only two out of 44
Local Government Area (LGASs) in Kano state. It is limited to Nassarawa and
Tarauni LGAs of the metropolitan city of Kano. This was done due to a
number of reasons among which are, time constraint, shortage of enough
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fund to cover more LGAs and consideration of areas mostly affected by th.
recent unrest and series of attacks by the insurgent group of Boko Harar
sect. Also important to mention as part of the limitations is the issue ¢
iInformation sensitivity. Given the climate of fear or panic about the activities ¢
Insurgents it is very difficult to get such vital data from a wide range c
respondents or area of coverage. Hence, the survey is limited to such area
and concentrated on few individual respondents.

MAJOR FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

The Extent to which Young People Share the Social, Cultural, Political ant
Religious Views of their Parents and Older Generation

Table 1: Value Sharing bet ween Youth and their Parents
Response Social Cultural Political Religious

1 %) (%) (%) (%)
Little/Very Little 41 40 12

Much/Very Much 58 55 88
Bon know : o

Source Field data 2013

Social Practices
Majonty of the respondents (75%) reported that the social practices of th

older generation influence, to a large extent, that of younger generations
while only 23% reported that young people share the social practices of the
parents only to a little extent. Also, a demographically tiny number ¢
respondents (2%) revealed that they have no idea on the extent to whic
young people share the social practices of their older generation. This revea
that young people are highly influenced by the social practices of their parent

and older generation.

Cultural Belief and Practices

On the extent to which the young people share the cultural belief an
practices, more than half of the respondents (58%) reported that youm
people do share Very Much, while 41% of them said they only do to a litti
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extent. Based on the aforesaid finding, it is glaring that young people share
the cultural belief and practices to a large extent.

Religious Belief and Practices

An overwhelming majority of the respondents (88%) disclosed that younger
people share religious belief and practices of their parents Very Much, while
only 12% of them said they do little. This shows that parents do nurture their
children along their religious practices, such that hardly a child jettisons his
parents' religious belief.

Political Belief and Practices

Slightly above a half of the respondents, precisely 55%, believed that young
people share, to reasonable degree, their parents and older generation’s
political belief and practices, while 40% disclosed they only do to a little
extent, and 5% have no idea on that.

Upholding Conservative and Fundamentalist Views of Religion

Table 2: Upholding Conservative and Fundamentalist View of Religion (%)

Views Percentage

More Conservative and Fundamentalist | 31 -

views

Less Conservative and Fundamentalist

o ——
Don'tknow | T,

Source Field data 2013

Majority of the respondents (64%) were of the view that young people, more
than older generation, uphold conservative and fundamentalist view of
religion, while 31% of them revealed that the reverse of this is true. Also, 5%
of the respondents do not know which of them uphold more conservative and
fundamentalist view of religion. This may not be unconnected with the fact
young people are more likely than the old ones to be troublesome and abuse

thelr natural strength if not properly natured, by using it for violence instead of
positive purpose. '
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Table 3: Use of Violence to Enforce Religious Belief

ResborTse | Perc;ntage
Most/Many 70
Few /Very few 22
Don't know 8

Source: Field data, 2013

Slightly more than two-third of the respondents (70%) said most/many of the
young people in their community believe that it is proper to use violence tc
enforce their religious belief, 22% reported that a few believe and 8% saic

they do not know.

Most Important Factor Responsible for the Involvement of Young People
in Religious Violence

Table 4: Factors Responsible for the Involvement of Young People in

Religious Violence
Factors Percentage

Ignorance of the full teaching of their religion 37

llliteracy 24
Unemployment and poverty 17
Manipulation by extremist religious leaders 8
Misuse of Feligion by politiciaﬁto prémote their 7
interests

Lack of proper parental upbringing, care and A
examples

Lack of good example by religious leaders 1
Desire to have a better society through religious 1
practices

Rewards for involvement in the use of violence to
promote religion
Source: Field Data, 2013

1

The major factors responsible for young people’s involvement in violence
promote religious belief as outlined by the respondents were jgnorance o©
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their religious teaching (37%); illiteracy (24%) and unemployment (17%), while
the least reported reasons were rewards for involvement in the use of violence
to promote their religious belief, desire to have a better society through
religious practices and lack of example by religious leaders with 1% of
respondents reporting each of the reasons.

Promoting Religious Belief Using Violence

Table 5: Promoting Religious Belief Using Violence
Response Percentage
Yes, always 4

Yes, sometimes 21
Never 75 ) -

Promoting Religious Belief Using Violence

B Yes, always M Yes, sometimes ™M Never

The study reveals that 75% of the respondents were of the view that violence
should never be used to promote religious belief, 4% said it should always be
used and 21% said it is sometimes acceptable to use violence to promote
religious belief. This suggests that a majority of the respondents do not see
use of violence as a means of promoting religious belief as appropriate.




Sources of Religious Extremism

Table 6: Sources of Religious Extremism

Sources Percentage
Recruitment for religious training in foreign -
countries

Independent (roaming_)_ préachers- - 22

Regular worship centres 20

Parents - 17
Recorded audio and video messages 9

Source: Field 5ata.,-2013' |
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Kano State
gg 32%
22%
25 20%
%0 _ 17%
15 _ 9%
; ~ L]

2 2 R
Recruitment Independent Regular Parents Recorded
for religious (roaming) worship audio and

training in preachers center's video
foreign messages

countries

Recruitment for religious training in foreign countries was most cited source of
extremism by the respondents (32%), followed by independent (roaming)
preachers (22%). The least cited source was recorded audio and video
messages (9%).




Involvement in Violence as a means of Promoting Religious Belief

Table 7: Y outh Involvement in Violence to Promoting Religious Belief

Children from rich homes
Children of Fé_ligious leaders
Source: Field Dat; 2013

Means Percentage

Children from very religious homes
Children who were not brought up by their
parents

Children from poor homes

Children of Youth Involvement in Violence to Promoting Religious Belief children

religious from very
leaders religious
6% - , - homes
Children 4 ,f;:i-"f‘# 11%
from rich . J" :l‘l:j_(‘:_é_!:i—_‘i:!f"?d{'ﬂ;l ' | __:,;;:‘J <
homes poorhomes " et :
5% ¢ R v o A Children'whe
| SR - wereno
broughtiup: b

The study finds that children from broken home are most prone to using
religious violence in promoting religious belief, while children from rich homes
are less likely to involve in religious violence in promoting religious belief.




Factors Influencing the Adoption of Extreme Religious View

Table 8: Ignorance of the Religious Teaching:

Response . Peréentage
Very Little 4

Little 6

Mooh
Very Much 71
Dontknow ]o

Source: Field data, 2013

The study indicates that ignorance of the religious teaching is the leading
factor influencing the adoption of extreme religious views. For instance, 90%
of the respondents were of the view that ignorance of religious teaching is 2
major factor responsible for the adoption of extreme religious views among
young people, while only 10% of them posited that it (ignorance of religious
teaching) has little influence on the adoption of extreme religious views.

Table 9: llliteracy
Re'sponse Percentage
Véry Little
Little

4
Very Much 47

Don't know
Source: Field Data, 2013

Majority of the respondents (88%) disclosed that illiteracy influences, to a
reasonable extent, the adoption of extreme religious view among young
people, and 12% said it only has a influence. llliterate people can easily be
manipulated to accept extremist view due to their illiteracy.




Table 10: Manipulation by the Extremist Religious Leaders

Response Percentage
| Very Little 8
Little 17

Very Much
o

Don't know
Source: Field Data, 2013

Slightly above two-third of the respondents said manipulation of young people
by extremist religious leaders is the leading factor influencing the adoption of
extreme religious views. Young people, by the virtue of their exuberance
(troublesomeness, physical strength, etc.), are more susceptible to
manipulation.

Table 11: Misuse of Religion by Politicians to Promote Political Interest

Response Percentage

9

Little 9

Very Much
Don' know .

Source: Field data, 2013

Seventy six per cent of the respondents revealed that misuse of religion by
political elite to promote their selfish interest has much influence on the young
people’'s adoption of extreme religious view. Sometimes, political elites use
religion as a platform for political mobilisation, which has an unintended
consequence of drawing young people to extremism.

Table 12: Unemployment and Poverty

Response Percentage
Very Little

Little

Much 24
Very Much

 Don't know

Source: Field Data, 2013
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An overwhelming majority (92%) of the respondents said that unemployme
and poverty are foremost factors influencing adoption of extreme religics
views among young people, while only 8% posited that they only have Ii#
influence. Poor and unemployed youth who are in a terrible econor:
condition, and whose future is characterised by uncertainty are vulnerable:
religious extremism. They can easily be manipulated by the political class:
mobilise religion as a basis for political action, which in turn culminates ir.

extremism.

Table 13: Lack of Proper Parental Upbringing, Care and Examples
Response Percent-age

Very Little
Little
Much |40

- y -
Very Much 40
Don't know 0

Source: Field data, 2013

The study found that most of the respondents (80%) were of the view that Ia
of proper parental upbringing, care and examples has serious influence on t
adoption of religious extremism. This is because people who were n
properly socialised at early stage of life are more likely to exhibit anti-soc
behaviour at later ages. When these people have contact with extremis!
they get recruited easily.

Table 14: Desire to Have Better Society through Religious Practices

Response Pgrcentage

Very Little 17

Little 23
:

Very Much 18
—

Source: Field Data, 2013




More than a half of the respondents (56%) said that the desire to have better
society through religious practices has much influence on the adoption of
religious extremism, while 40% said it has little influence.

Table 15: Reward for Involvement in the Use of Violence to Promote Religion

Response [ Percentage

t S e e

Very Little 16

Don't know

Source: Field Data, 2013
More than half of the respondents interviewed (61%) disclosed that reward for
involvement in the use of violence to promote religion has much influence on

adoption of extreme religious view, while 32% said it only has little influence.

Table 16: Neglect of the Welfare of Citizens by Government

Response | Percentage

Very Little 4

e
Very Vih
Dont ko o

Source: Field Data, 2013

It was also found that 84% of the respondents interviewed were of the view
that neglect of the welfare of citizens by government has much influence on
the adoption of extreme religious views, while 16% said it only has little
influence. This suggests where a government does not guarantee welfare for
the citizen through improving access to certain social services, such as
education, healthcare services, roads, power and water supplies, it creates
tendencies for extremism. Extreme religious leader and political class easily
garner the support sympathy of these marginalised citizens.
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Table 17: Lack of Good Exam_;_::lgs by Religious Leaders_

—“

Response Percentage
Very Little 11

Little 17

Much 43

Very Much 24

Don't know 3

Source: Field Data, 2013

Two-thirds of the respondents (67%) revealed that lack of good examples t:
religious leaders has much influence on the adoption of religious extremis:
by young people, while 28% said it has little influence.

Table 18: Belief that Corruption and Immoral Behaviour are Widespread

Response | | Percentage
Very Little - 115

Little 14

Much - 41

Ver} Much - - |26

Don't know 3

Source: Field Data, 2013

Sixty-seven per cent of the respondents reported that the that believe i
corruption and immoral behaviours are widespread is a major facic
responsible for the adoption of religious extremist views among the youn
people and 19% were of the view that believe in corruption and immor:

behaviours are widespread has little influence on the adoption of religiou
extremist views among the young people.

Table 19: Undue Involvement in Religious Matters by the Government

Response Percentage
20

Little 10

Much 38

Very Much

L

Source: Field Data, 2013
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More than a half of the respondents (64%) said undue involvement in religious
matters by the government has a pronounced influence on adoption of
religious extremist views among the young people, 30% said the influence is
just little.

Table 20: Exposure to Foreign Extremist Group:

e ————

Response Percentage

9

13

Much 37

Very Much - 36

Don't know 6 -

Source: Field Data, 2013

Seven three per cent reported exposure to foreign extremist group has a
strong influence on adoption of religious extremist views among the young
people, 22% said that it has a little influence. This indicates that majority of the

respondents were of the view that domestic extremists are highly influenced
by their foreign counterparts.

Table 21. Foreign Funding of Religious Groups and Activities, Including
Propggation of Extremist Religiou_s Views and Practice

Response Perce_r—mtage
VeryiLirtle ) ) 7

Much 33

Very Much 39

Don'know R

Source: Field Data, 2013

A little above two-third (72%) said foreign funding of religious groups and
activities, including propagation of extremist religious views and practice has a

great influence on the adoption of religious extremist views among the young
people, while 19% said it little influence.




Table 22: Action of Security Agents towards Mem bers of Extremist Group

Response Percentage
Very Little 10 |
Little 16

Much 41

Very Much 27

Don't know S

Source: Field Data, 2013

Sixty eight per cent disclosed action of security agents towards members ¢
extremist group has Very Much influence on the adoption of religious views b
young people, whereas 26% said it has little influence. Majority of th:
respondents revealed that the manners in which security agents handk
religious extremism further exacerbate it rather than reduce it. The use ¢
brutal approach to contain extremism by our security shows that they lac
basic training required to carry out the task.

Table 23: Actions of Secunty Agents _Eowards Members of the Public

Response Percentage
_VeryLittle __ _____' B |8
| Little 15
" Much a4 -
' Very Much - 32
| Don't know

Source: Field Data, 2013

Seventy six per cent of the respondents disclosed that actions of secunt
agents towards members of the public have a strong influence on th
adoption of religious views by young people, whereas 23% said the influenc
is less pronounced. The majority of the informant revealed that the brute
approach used by the security agents has created an unfriendly relationshy
between them and members of the public, which makes some of the publ:
sympathetic to extremists who have waged war against the state and
instrument of power (security agencies).
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Table 24: Insensitivity to Religious and Cultural Diversity

Response Percentage
Very Little 11

Much 39

Very Much 18

Don't know 3

Source: Field Data, 2013

More than a half of the informants (57%) said the influence of insensitivity to
religious and cultural diversity is very much, whereas 40% said it has little
influence. This indicates that lack of religious and cultural diversity in a multi-

religious and multi-ethnic society is one of the leading factors responsible for
the adoption of extreme religious views.

Opportunities for Young People

Table 25: Access to Recreational Facilities
Response' | rPercentage
Yes 20
NO - |80

Source: Field data, 2013

It was found that adequate opportunities do not exist for young people in
terms of access to recreational facilities. Only 20% of the respondents
disclosed that young people in the state have access to recreational facilities.
Access to recreation provides solace to young people and thereby
undermining their violent tendencies. Where young people are denied access

to these facilities, tendencies for violence tend to be high and they can easily
adopt extremism.

CONCLUSION

The future of any society lies in the hand of young people. Where young
people are emasculated and denied access to education, gainful employment
and other social services, they mar the future of the society. The economic
and social conditions of young people in Nigeria coupled with their biological
make-up (physical strength, troublesomeness) are prone to extremism and
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violence. Poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, mobilisation of religiou:
sentiments by dubious politicians, poor parental upbringing and ignorance ¢
religious teachings make young people susceptible to the influence c
extremist view and, by extension, violence. In other words, the failure of th
state to address our social and economic malaise has given young people th
opportunity to seek solace from religion or, to put slightly different, has raise:
their expectations on the efficacy of religious solutions to these issues. Also
the failures of the state to contain this extremism, proliferation of foreig
extremist groups and their links with domestic religious groups exacerbate th:
incidence of extremism and violence in Nigeria. Religious extremism ars
violence in Nigeria threaten national integration, internal security, inter
religious harmony, human rights, democracy and national development.



CHAPTER 8

SOKOTO STATE

Ibrahim Shuni
Program Director,
Community Centre for Development, Sokoto

INTRODUCTION

During the 18" century the area where Sokoto State is now located lied on the |
borders of the three kingdoms of Gobir, Kebbi and Zamfara. Like the rest of
Hausa-land, Islam had reached this area by the 15" century. In spite of the
prevalence of Islam, non-Islamic traditions persisted and were still being
followed both by the rulers and by many of their subjects. A powerful reform
movement emerged In the mid-18" century seeking to purify the practice of
Islam and transform every aspect of government and society. The movement
was led by Shehu Usmanu Fodio and included many other scholars who
sought to achieve their aim through preaching Islam and calling on rulers to
govern according to Islamic principles. The movement soon transformed into
a jihad and by 1809, most of the rulers of the Hausa Kingdoms were toppled
and replaced with Islamic governments under a unified Caliphate
administration whose headquarters was at Sokoto.

This reform laid the foundation of the Sokoto “Caliphate" which covered a very
large territory of present Northern Nigeria extending to the famous kingdoms
of Mali, Kenem-Bornu, Burkina Faso, Niger, and the northern Cameroons and
some part of old Oyo kingdom of Nigeria. These former empires and
kingdoms were either swallowed up completely or their territories were taken
by the caliphate and were successfully administered by the Sultan of Sokoto
for the next 100 years after the jihad. It was with this arrangement that the
major northern towns of Katsina, Kano, Zaria, Daura, Rano, Hadejiya, Bauchi,
Kebbi, Gombe, Adamawa, Bida, lllorin, Kontagora, Katagum, Misau, etc were
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administered by Fodio’s most trusted subjects in their capacities as Emirs,
Flag bearers, and War commanders.

Once the British government took over the administrative and politica
functions of Royal Niger Company in 1899, it undertook the conquest anc
annexation of most of the areas that later became Northern Nigeria
Kontagora, Bida, Yola, Zaria, and Kano were taken in 1902 and Sokoto ir
1903. The emirates of the former Sokoto caliphate were reconstructed as
administrative units independent of the sultan whose authority was only
recognised in the Sokoto province. But the tittle of Sarkin Musulmi (Sultan
remained and he continues till today as spiritual leader of all Nigenar
Muslims, and the most influential traditional ruler in northern Nigeria. Sokotc
State in its present form came into being in October 1996, after Niger State
was carved out in 1976, Kebbi State in 1991 and Zamfara State in 1996 (M E

Idris 2010).
SOKOTO STATE

Sokoto State is located between longitude 11°30' to 13°5' east and latitude 4
to 6°40' north. Total population of the state stand as 4,161,005, with arounc
49% of total population estimated to be women in the state (NPC 2010)
There are 23 LGAs and 239 political wards in the state. Sokoto state &
bordered by Niger Republic in the north, Kebbi State to the south and wes!
and Zamfara State to the east. The people of Sokoto state today includes
Zamfarawa they live mostly in areas bordering Zamfara state, Gobirawa the;
are found mostly in Sabon-Birni, Goronyo and Isa districts bordering Nige
republic, Kabawa they are usually found in Kebbe and Silame distnct:
bordering Kebbi state - all these groups are indigenous Hausas and speak n
other language but Hausa; Fulani- they are found everywhere in the state; th
Tuaregs are other minor groups mostly found in Gada and lllela distnct:
bordering Niger republic, they are mostly spotted in the Sahara area drivin
their camels, wearing black, turban; and the Zabarmawa mostly found u
Kware district and some part of Gudu bordering Niger republic. Other Nigenat
groups such as Yoruba, Igbo; Tiv,. Idoma, lgala, Ibira, etc are found;in fev
numbers across the state.i. The language spoken in the state is mainly Haus:
(M B Idris 2010). Majority of the population in the state are Muslims, howeve
there is a significant Christians population. The common mineral resources
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found in the state include silica sand, clay, salt, limestone, phosphate,
gypsum, kaolin, laterite, potash, and granite (I Ekweremadu 2012). Majority of
the population are subsistence farmers and with presence of Goronyo and
Shagari dams most of the population residing around those areas are dry
season's farmers. Over 60 per cent of the state populations are illiterate, that
is they cannot be able to read or write with understanding in the English
language (World Bank Report 2012).

VIOLENCE IN SOKOTO STATE

Sokoto State has always been known to be a peaceful state. Since after the
-1989 Ba mu so- uprising® which led to loss of lives and destruction of
properties, no major violence was recorded for nearly two decades. In 2007,
there was a sectarian crisis between Sunni and Shi'ite Muslim groups, many
were injured and properties destroyed. In 2011, post-election violence was
recorded after the general election in the country as was the case in many
northern state, properties were destroyed but no life were recorded to have
been lost. There were also instances on how politicians have been mobilising
lliterate and redundant youths for campaigns especially during the 2007
general election supporting them with drugs and weapons to suppress political
opponent. However there was a decrease of this scenano during the 2011
general election and 2012 re-run gubernatorial election. There was no history
of communal clashes among different communities or different settlers in the
state (Kamba 2012). This profile of relative peace and stability in Sokoto State
is remarkable considering its history as the citadel of Islam in Nigena.

Most of the perpetrators of this violence are youths, politicians and some
religious leaders. Youths are lured into violence probably because of their
ignorance, shallow reasoning and religious -fanaticism, " while - politician
because of certain hidden motives or for them to achieve selfish political
OIGAOZ M atnaloy padsdimon by 2o 2 9 n ob equo Dig auoip!
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Ba mu so” is a Hausa expression for “We don't want”. It was an uprising in

which people in Sokoto State rejected what was perceived as the imposition of

Ibrahim Dasuki as the Sultan of the Sokoto Caliphate by the military regime of
General Ibrahim Babangida.
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interest. Some religious leaders promote violence because of extremism and
poor understanding and or partial/racial interpretation of religious laws
(Maishanu 2011). The most affected population are women who became
widows, lose their children and lose belongings and livelihoods. They are then
forced to, head the household and shoulder responsibilities which they are not
prepared for; children and youths who lose their parents, siblings or
colleagues at early age, often become permanently deformed, and the society
in general has lost properties and potential achievers (Shamaki 2011).

Usually in Sokoto weapon used during the violence are light weapons which
are locally made. These weapons include axe, machetes, knives, swords, and
sticks. However, with the outbreak of Boko Haram in 2010, there have been
cases of violence which were closely associated with Boko Haram in Sokoto
State. For instance, in July 2012 the first suicide attack was carried out in the
state, a twin suicide attack targeting two police stations, leading to loss of lives
and destruction of properties. Again in the same month suspected Boko
Haram members raided a police station in Shagari town and released all
detainees and set ablaze the station but no life was lost. More so in
September 2012 there was a sporadic exchange of gun fire between security
agents and suspected Boko Haram members in Bado Housing Estate, where
all the insurgents were killed with security agencies losing some men. In 2013
there were two incidences of heavy gun fire in Gidan Igwe area of Sokoto
leading to loss of lives and arrest of some suspects. Also suspected members
of the Boko Haram group were arrested with ammunitions and sophisticated
weapons in three separate incidents, the most recent one occurring in August
2013. Basically, all those killed or arrested as suspected Boko Haram
members are male Muslim youths.

Generally, the Nigeria Army, Nigeria Air Force, Nigeria Police, Nigena
Security and Civil Defence Corps, State Security Services are the institutions
of government that combat violence in the state. Non-state actors such as
religious aid groups do not have clear roles in combating violence In Sokoto
State, but they are known to have assisted with information.
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METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

As discussed in Chapter 2, the data used in this report are mainly from
primary sources, namely field interviews conducted through administration of
questionnaires, key informant interviews and focus group discussions.
Background data on Sokoto State was sourced from desk-based literature
review. A total of 120 questionnaires were distributed, one hundred (100) key
informant interviews and seven (7) focus group discussions were conducted
with respondents in five (5) LGAs of Sokoto State. The LGAs are Sokoto
South, Sokoto North, Wammako, Dange Shuni and Shagari. The respondents
are youths (male and female), traditional and religious leaders, Muslim and
Christians leaders, community leaders, CSOs/CBOs, security agents,
politicians, women organisations leaders. The respondent for the Key
Informant Interviews (Klis) are the same as in the questionnaire. The Klis
were administered are the Sokoto town (that houses 4 LGAs i.e. Sokoto
South, Sokoto North, Wammako and Dange Shuni) and Shagar town in
Shagari LGAs. All questionnaires, Klls were returned and completed. During
the FGDs, all participants were active and responded to questions asked. The
key findings from the study could be discussed under the following headings.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The study centred on youth radicalisation especially as it relate to the
tendency of the youth to associate with the Boko Haram insurgency in
Northern part of Nigeria. The main methodology used in the study is the
administration of questionnaires, key informant interviews and focus group
discussions. The questionnaires presented structured questions. The sample
size of the study was 200 respondents with XxXxxxx participating in interviews;
Kook in key informant interviews and ¥ participated in the focus group
discussion. Obviously, this study is limited by the methodology it adopts. The
focus on interviews and self-reporting implies that the perception and
response of respondents are not interrogated and rigorously tested against
any other source of knowledge. Additionally, the sample size of 2Q drawn from
5 local governments is only a minimal representation of Sokoto State.
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MAJOR FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

1. Extremism Between Generations

When asked of the extent to which young people share social, cultural
political and religious views which were the same with their parent or olde
generations, as many as 71% of the respondents agreed that the views of the
younger generation was very much the same with the older generation while
only 21% disagreed and pointed to a - Little,or very Little change between
the generations. There was an 8% who were undecided.

20 71% Sokoto State

60

40

' 21%
. — Bad
0 T v '.,:"-;;’*_-'; R I
Large, Much and Very Don't know Not much, Little, Very
much extent little extent

Extent to which youths share social, cultural, political and religious views o
older generations (Kll)

Much/  Very | Little/Very Little | Don't Know (%)
Much Conservative /
Conservative/ | Fundamentalist

Fundamentali | View (%)
st View (%)

Whether young
people uphold a

" more fundamental -
and conservative -
views of religion
than older
generation




From the general informant questionnaire, 45% of respondents saw “Much” or
“Very Much” conservatism and radicalism while 50% were opposed to this and
5% were undecided. Probing the suggested coherence and similarity between
generations, the survey sought to find out whether the views of the younger
generation were more or less conservative and fundamentalist compared to
the older generation.

Sokoto State

80 71%
70
60
50
40 29%
30
20 '
10
0 i
Uphold a more conservative and Uphold a less conservative and
fundamentalist of religion than older fundamentalist of religion than older
people people

About 7 out of 10 respondents (71%) affirmed that the views of the younger
generation on religion were more conservative and fundamentalist than those
of their parents (or the older generation). Only 3 in 10 (29%) opined that the
younger generation held a less extremist religious outlook. On the surface,
there is a seeming inconsonance between the assertion that the youth shared
the religious, political and cultural view of their parents (71% of respondents
acknowledged this) viz-a-viz the finding that the younger generation held more
conservative and fundamentalist religious views. Yet on closer analysis, it is
suggested that although youths share the views of the older generations, they
also uphold a more extremist brand of these views. This would imply that
Indeed successive generations have often held extreme views which are only
becoming more extreme in the young generation.
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To what extent do young people share social, cultural, political and religious
view of their parent or older generation?

Much/ Very Much | Little/ Very Little I Don't Know
Conservative/Fu | Conservative/

Table 1

ndamentalist Fundamentalist

View View
Social Practices 77 23 0
Cultural Belief And | 70 26 4
Practices
Religious Belief 83 17 0

And practice

Political Belief And 67 29 4
Practice

Source: Field report 2013

From the general informant questionnaire, a disaggregation of views across ths
generétions in Sokoto State showed a very interesting parallel. Whereas 77%
saw the social practices of the younger generation as tending toward:
extremism, 23% disagreed and saw less extremism in the young. In terms o
cultural practices, 70% saw extremism but 26% disagreed. Politically, 67% sa«
extremism in the youth but 29% disagreed. When it comes to religion, the highes
number of 83% thought that the religious beliefs and practices of the younge
generations were more conservative and fundamentalist than those of the olde
generations. Only 17% disagreed. Although across these 4 indicators we see ar
overwhelming consensus that the younger generation was tending towards
extremism, the findings on their religious beliefs and practices showed a greate:
consensus and concern about this trend of extremism among the youth. This
verdict is correlating and corroborating the Kll finding which reports a 71%
agreement on the extremism among youths.




2. Use of Force in Religion

Most/Many Little/Very Little Don‘t Know
People (%) (%) (%)

Is it proper to use
violence to enforced 72 20
their religious beliefs

Another angle of the survey was to probe the perception of respondents on
force or compulsion in the practice of religion. Respondents were asked about
their observation of their communities whether people thought it was proper to
use violence to enforce religious beliefs. As much as 40% of respondents
agreed that “Most” or “Many” people believe in using violence to enforce
religion; 41% were of the opinion that few or very few people believe in the |
use of violence while 19% said they don't know. However, using the Kll data,

as much as 72% of the respondent said only “Few” or “Very Few” people
believe in the use of violence to enforce religious belief and 20% said they
don't know.

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

8%

“

Most/Many Few/Very Few Don't know

Only a small number (8%) confirm that the use of force in religion was popular
with “Most™ or “Many™ people in their observation. The inference from this data




set is illuminating: whereas there i1s a sense in which the use of force ir
religion is considered widespread (40% agreed to this among the genera
respondents); however, during key informant interviews, respondents argue
that a vast majority (72%) were not inclined to using force in pursuit o
religious objectives. There is need for further investigations and analysis or
the place of force in religion in Sokoto State.

Apart from participants' observation of their communities, the research sough
to find out the respondents’ own perspective on the use of force and violence
in religion. When asked whether it is acceptable to promote one's religious
views using violence, majority of the respondent in the general respondent:
questionnaire (70%) were opposed to violence while as much as 1in 5 (20%
said yes, sometimes ones can use violence. So, popular view among the
respondent is that is not acceptable to use violence to promote one's religior
beliefs. In the Kll, 95% of respondents said no to violence and 3% said were
undecided. While it is easy and tempting to be reassured by the overwhelming
consensus against violence, there is need to reflect and raise concern abou
the small number who see reason to justify the use of violence in religion.

3. Factors Responsible for Radicalisation
The research also sought to identify the key factor, which make young people
likely to use violence to promote their religious beliefs.

Ignorance of the full teaching of their religion 33

Misuse of religion by politician to prom'ote their interests 24
liliteracy 16
Unemployment and poverty 11

Lack of proper parental [prringing, care and examples 8
Lack of good example by religious leaders B R 3
Manipulation by extremist religibJs leaders 2
1
1
0

Desire to have a better society through religious practices
Lack of good example by religious leaders

Rewards for involvement in the use of violence to promote
religion
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As much as a third of general questionnaire respondents, (33%) agreed that
ignorance of the full teaching of the religion was the most central factor.
Another 24% identified the misuse of religion by politicians to promote their
interest as a factor; 16% identified illiteracy; 11% identified unemployment and
poverty; 8% said lack of parental upbringing care and examples; 3%
mentioned lack of good examples by religious leaders; 2% said manipulation
by extremist religious leaders was a factor while 1% said it is due to the desire
to have a better society through religious means.

Therefore one can draw conclusion from the discussion above those most
important factors responsible for the involvement of young people in the use
of violence is the ignorance of the full teaching of religious views and misuse
of religion by politicians to promote their interest. There is a relationship
between the 2 factors since the ignorance of the correct teaching of the
religion allows politicians the leeway to misuse religion to their own ends. It is
important however to note that from the survey none of the respondent
believe that there is any reward in the use of violence to promote religion.

60 53%
50
40
30
20
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From the key informant interviews (KIl) when asked what respondents
considered the most important factor responsible for the involvement of young
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people in the use of violence to promote their religious beliefs; 53% pointed to
the ignorance of religious beliefs/poor or bad religious teaching, 15% of the
respondent pointed to illiteracy and lack of proper education while others,
(12%) said it is unemployment and poverty.

The survey probed further to identify the extent to which the identified causes
of extremism could be linked with the acquisition of extremist views in the
state. Respondent were asked how much they think “ignorance of the full
teaching of religion” influences the adoption of extremist religious view by
young people in the community. A majority of 67% believes “very Much” and
15% said “Much”™ while 12% said “Little” . For “illiteracy"47% said very Mucl
28% said Much, 12% said Little and 9% very Little. In the case of manipulation
by extremist religion leaders 42% agreed on Much, 30% on very Much, 12%
Little and 13% very Little. Likewise on “misuse of religion by politicians to
promote their interest” 53% agreed very Much, 25% said Much while few 8%
agreed that is Little or very Little.
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. While there are divergence of opinion on the degree to which each factc
predisposes an individual to extremism, there is sufficient affirmation on eac
factor to reinforce it as a driver of extremism in the state. Going forwarc
communities would need to see each of these factors being mitigated if th-

threat of extremism is to be reversed.

4. Origins of Extremism

In view of the latent fundamentalist views being held by the young and old &
Sokoto State, it was important that the research sought to capture the origin.
of extremism and radicalisation as observed by respondents. When asked &
the general questionnaire to identify the most important through which youn:
people acquire extremist religious views, the largest number, and nearly .
third (28%) of the respondent identified the recruitment for religious training i
foreign country is the major source of radicalisation. Other key factor
identified include recorded audio and video massages (23%); independer
(roaming) preachers (22%); through the regular worship centers (16%) an
through parents (12%).
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Recruitment for religious training in foreign | 28
countries

Recorded audio and video mességes o
Independent (roaming) preachers 22
. Regular worship centres 16
Parents 12

From the Klls, respondents singled out the key sources of extremism a:
including false religious preachers (53%); peer group and influence/parer
(16%); illiteracy (7%); poverty and unemployment (5% ) and audio/medi::
massages (4%).
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Figure 5

False Religious preachers 53%
Peer group influence/Parents 16%
Don't know 15%
lllitracy 7%
Poverty and unemployment 5%
Audio and Media messages 4%

Source: Field report 2013

There is then the consensus that in Sokot‘o State, roaming preachers are
identified as the leading source of extremism among youths. This is likely to
be because no one knows where the said preachers had trained and what
they stand for. Curtailing extremism among youths would therefore require a
mechanism through which itinerant preachers could be identified as
referenced by reputable religious authorities before being allowed audience in
communities. The effort is not to curtail the practice of roaming preachers, but
to ensure that they are identifiable and of good standing among religious
authorities.

5. Potential Targets of Extremism

It is understood that community members are not all susceptible to the
message of radicalisation. Even among the vulnerable groups, individuals do
not fall prey to radicalisation at the same level. To better guide public safety
policy in northern Nigeria, therefore, there is need to identify the most
vulnerable groups who should become priority groups to be insulated against
extremism. Respondents in the general questionnaires identified children who
were not brought up by their parent (45%) and children from poor homes
(45%) as the most vulnerable groups and potential targets of extremists.
Other groups were identified as children from rich homes (27%) and children
of religious leaders (15%) and children from very religious homes (8%).
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Children who were not braaght upJEy thei'r_ﬁ_arent# _——45\{.
Children from poor homes 45 |
Children from rich homes 27 l
Children from religious leaders 15

From the KIl data, when asked which group is most likely to be involved in the
use of violence to promote religious beliefs, 91% said young people between
19 and25 years as opposed to young people 25 years and older who were
only indicted by 9% of the respondents.

B Young people 14-25
Years (91%)

B Young people 26 and
older (9%)

—

What these findings suggest is that extremism and radicalisation is an
extremely young phenomenon is Sokoto State. It is suggested that once a
youth has passed the threshold of 25 years, they are likely to have already
acquired fundamentalist views or are likely to be immune thereafter. More
importantly, it is suggested that children not raised by their own parents as
well as those from poor homes are the most likely targets of extremism.
Noting that it is children from poor backgrounds who are most likely to be
raised by other families (relations, employers of child labour and religious
leaders), the risk of exposure to extremism becomes severe for children of
poor backgrounds who are raised by other families.
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6. Extremism and Social Infrastructure

When asked to express their views on whether adequate opportunity exist for
young people in areas of access to recreational facilities, 68% of the
respondent in the general survey said no while 32% of the respondent said
yes it exist. In the Klls respondents were asked to identify opportunities that
they considered inadequate in their communities for young people.

Ilitracy/Lack of proper education |® -
Criminal Influence by peer L SerS
groups/Inducement by sect

Lack of proper or adequate knowledge on Mo gt e
islamic religion/Bad religious teachings

&5 s o Y G,

Don't know

Unemployment/Lack of Job
opportunities/Poverty

0 10 20 30 40 S0

3 out of 4 (75%) said employment and job opportunities, while 19% said
education and skill opportunities and 6% said social and essential amenities

such as hospitals and schools.

Consequently, when asked to identify what attracts young people to join
extremist group like Boko Haram, nearly half (43%) said unemployment/ lack
of job opportunity/poverty, while 16% said lack of proper or adequate
knowledge of Islamic religion/bad religious teaching, 15% said is due to
criminal influence by peer groups/inducement by sect, but few 8% said
illiteracy and lack of proper education. The identified lack of opportunities in
the communities can therefore be seen as positively correlating with the
probability of youths to join extremist groups.

7. Probabilities of Extremism
Using the general questionnaire, the study tried to identify the relative
probability of youths joining radicalist groups. The researchers then asked
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whether it is true that young people are easily attracted to join extremist
religious group like Boko Haram 51% said no while 49% said yes. On the one
hand, it was shocking to realise that nearly half of respondents saw the youths
as easily falling prey to extremism while almost an equal number (51%) held
the contrary opinion; there is no consensus then in Sokoto State about this.
Yet the prevalence of the identified causes of extremism in the state would
suggest that indeed it is easy for youths to join such groups.

52 51%

51
51
50
50
49
49
48

Yes No

8. Curbing Extremism
Finally when asked to identify three possible measures that can be adopted to
prevent extremist religion beliefs and practices, 43% of the informant said
education, sensitisation and clear religious teaching, 24% said create job
opportunities and poverty reduction activities, 20% said job creation, youth
education and peaceful coexistence strategies and 10% said accountability,
good governance and control of religious preaching.
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Source: Field report 2013

It was remarkable to note that respondents did not identify militarisation of the
state or other such hard security measures as panacea to extremism. There
was a strong emphasis that the path to confronting extremism in the state
might not lie in a direct emphasis on extremism itself but instead on social anc

welfare policies in the community.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion religious extremism and violence has detrimental effect on
economic development, national integration, consolidation of democracy.
internal security, human rights and freedom, inter-religious harmony.
education and scientific development, international image, poverty reduction.
and child and youth development. Therefore from fore going discussion is
clear that youth age 15-25 years are likely to be involve in having extremist
religious view and potential use of violence to promote their religious beliefs.
the views they obtained mainly from false religious preachers, this could be
averted when they are well educated and jobs and employment opportunities
are available by accountable and transparent government.
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CHAPTER 9

" MAJOR FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS
AND CONCLUSION

Freedom C. Onuoha PhD
Research Fellow
Centre for Strategic Research and Studies
National Defence College
PMB 323 Herbert Macaulay Way
Abuja, Nigeria

KEY FINDINGS OF THE REPORT

The central focus of this study is to uncover the drivers of youth radicalisation
and violent extremism. Across the six states surveyed, there are specific and
generic findings that could be teased out from a closer examination of each
state. There diverse nature points to the fact that the dnving force for youth
extremism and violence are numerous and could largely be context-specific.
From the broad survey, however, the main causative factors are economic,
social, political, and religious in nature. The top findings of the study are

highlighted and discussed here, focusing essentially on cross-cutting factors
in the six states.

Ignorance of the true Religious Teaching is a key Driver of Youth
Radicalisation: In all the states where the field works were carried out, there
is unanimity that ignorance of the religious teaching is the leading factor
influencing the adoption of extreme religious views especially by the youth.
The lack of deep knowledge of the true religious teaching may not be
unconnected to three mutually related dangerous ubiquitous trends in the
practice of religion in the very recent times in Nigeria, namely the proliferation
of sects, both in Islam and Christianity; the proliferation of independent
preachers in both religions; and the increasing reliance on preachers rather
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than on the text or scriptures (Holy Books). The lack of deep knowledge of the
true religious teaching makes young people very vulnerable to recruitment
and radicalisation by independent (roaming) preachers, extremist groups and
religious ideologues. In Borno State, for instance, 93.2% of the respondents
were of the view that ignorance of the full teaching of their religion are factors
that influence the adoption of extreme religious views by young people in the
community. In Kano and Sokoto, 37% and 33.2% of the respondents,
respectively, were of the view that ignorance of the full teaching of their
religions is a factor that influences the adoption of extreme religious views by
young people in the community. In most cases, these impressionable young
persons are easily deceived by the sermon of some independent or roaming
preachers or self-taught psychologists or motivational speakers who claim to
be ‘men of God' or Islamic scholars.

Unemployment and Poverty Contribute to Youth Radicalisation and
Extremism: Unemployment and poverty are socio-economic challenges that
are not only intricately interconnected but glaringly manifest in northem
Nigeria in particular. Figures from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
show that Nigeria‘'s unemployment rate in 2006 averaged 14.60 per cent until
2011. It reached an all-time high of 23.90 per cent in December 2011 and
there is no evidence that the situation is getting any better. Not surprising,
figures released by the NBS earlier in 2013 revealed that in spite of favourable
economic growth and performance, poverty rate in Nigeria jumped from 54.7
oer cent in 2004 to 60.9 per cent in 2010. It had also added that while 100
million Nigerians lived in absolute poverty, 12.6 million were moderately poor
in 2011 (Cited in Ojo 2013: Vanguard, 2013). The worst hit by these afflictions
are those considered as youth, especially in northern Nigeria. The twin
problem of unemployment and poverty are overstretching the moral and
psychological strength of many Nigerians to remain law-abiding citizens. As a
result, most young people have taken to crime for survival or easily recruited
into violent criminal or terrorist groups.

In Borno State, for example, respondents identified the high incidence of
unemployment and poverty that prevail in the state as the second most
important reason why youths engage in religious based violence. These
people remain the marginalised in terms of economic opportunities and
remain highly vulnerable to behaviours inimical to peace and security in
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Nigeria. Given their dire socio-economic situation, they seem not to have
anything at stake with the government. The large army of jobless youth, street

urchins and Almaijiris tell the gory story of this segment of the Nigerian

population whose future appear bleak, thereby disposing them to causing and

being used to cause social disruptions, religious conflicts and violent
extremism. This is not to argue that unemployment and poverty are direct

causative factors of youth radicalisation, but it is safe to extrapolate that

destitution, privation, hopelessness and other frustrating conditions of life

render people, especially idle but energetic youth, highly vulnerable or

susceptible to certain degree of manipulation by extremist ideologues. As

Komolafe has argued, unemployment and poverty indeed may not be the

main factors in radicalisation, but “the tendency to produce suicide bombers is

greater in a community defined by mass misery and joblessness than the one

in which basic needs of food, education, health, housing and sanitation are

met for the majority of the people” in Nigeria (Komolafe 2012:56). Hence, poor
and unemployed youth who are in a terrible economic condition and whose

future is characterised by uncertainty are vulnerable to religious extremism
and radicalisation.

Children with Poor Upbringing are More Vulnerable to Extremist Views:
The growing number of children without adequate parental guidance is one of
the societal conditions that have contributed to the problem of youth
radicalisation and violent extremism in Northern Nigena. Too many Nigenan
children suffer from neglect, poverty, hunger, illiteracy, squalor and child
labour-related hardships. Across the states in Nigena, especially in the
northern part, millions of school-age children are not enrolled in school,
thereby raising the level of illiteracy in the country and making them more
vulnerable to manipulation by radical groups. Obviously, the environment of
widespread poverty in northern Nigeria has contributed to the growing
population of these destitute children. Most of these children live in a very
appalling condition, roaming and begging for arms or hawking wares in major
cities. Both in states such as Borno and Yobe that have witnessed the worst
cases of violent extremism and states such as Gombe and Sokoto that are
relatively peaceful, respondents to questionnaire and focus group discussion
strongly agree that children from poor homes or those that were not brought
up by their biological parents—including children from broken homes,
abandoned/ orphaned children and children who are in the custody of
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relatives or other individuals into whose care they were entrusted — are the
most vulnerable group that may be used to perpetrate religious violence. It &
not surprising that terrorist groups such as the Boko Haram are tapping int
this situation to achieve their violent objectives. In June 2013, for instance
young suspects who were released by the military claimed they were paid N<
000 each (about $30 USD) by Boko Haram to set schools in Yobe and Born
states on fire and also spy on soldiers. According to one of them: “We wer:
taken to Damaturu. We watched out for the soldiers at their units and reporte
back to them. We were reporting when soldiers were at ease or enjoyin
themselves and when they were off guard and we were paid for doing tha!
(Alechenu 2013). The children, whose ages range between nine and 1.
years, have equally helped Boko Haram to carry stolen items, give informatio:
about people they want to attack and to hide their guns after attacks
Therefore, there is the urgent need for the Nigerian government, civil societ
groups, development agencies, and religious bodies to partner with parents t«
transform the present precarious situation of the Nigerian child.

High Level of llliteracy Contribute to Youth Radicalisation anc
Extremism: The high level of illiteracy across the six States was one of the
major factors identified in the questionnaire, Klls and FGD that influence the
adoption of extreme religious views by young people in the community. Ir
Gombe State, illiteracy was ranked 2" (54%) out of the 16 factors listed. |
was also ranked 2™ (57%) in Yobe State. It was slightly lower in Borno State.
where it was ranked fourth (52%) out of the 16 factors listed as causal factors
of youth extremism and violence. From the data in the table below, it is
evident that most people are of the view that illiteracy has ‘very Much
influence on the adoption of extreme religious views by young people the
states. llliterate people can easily be manipulated because of their state o
social deprivation to acquire basic knowledge that could enable them questior
some propositions, teachings and doctrines.

Table *****: The Extent to which llliteracy Influence the Adoption of Extreme
Religious views by Young People in the Community




Very Litle |4 5 4 9 4

Litte 13 11 7 12 6 |
Much 30 25 41 28 31

| Very Much 52 54 47 47 57

"Don't know 10 4 0 13 3

Source: Field data, 2013

Hence, their situation makes them susceptible to manipulation by religious
leaders, extremist ideologues and even politicians. This is the point where
poverty, illiteracy, and radicalisation are connected. In the context of the six
States examined, these social issues are not mutually exclusive but are
correlated. The poor people are the ones that are unlikely to send their
children to school; and they are the ones likely to be illiterate, ignorant and
unemployed and therefore vulnerable to recruitment and radicalisation. This Is
how these issues are linked to radicalisation.

Alleged Excesses of Security Forces not a Major Driver of Youth
Extremism: One prominent kinetic response to the Boko Haram insurgency
by the Federal Government has been the deployment of state secunty and
military forces. Their deployment however has received cnticism from a
segment of enraged local population, social commentators, opinion leaders,
civil society organisations and media, for their harsh tactics that have injured
civiians and damaged property. Such allegations include unlawful killings,
dragnet arrests, extortion and intimidation by security forces. Consequently, a
section of the media, especially international media, has repeatedly
mentioned that the excesses of the security forces is a critical factor in youth
radicalisation. Contrary to this claim, findings from this study show that
“alleged excesses of security forces™ is in fact the least in terms of the driving
forces for youth extremism and violence. For instance, in Yobe State, the
‘action of the security agents towards members of the public’ was ranked 15th
out of 16 factors identified as driving youth extremism and radicalisation.
Similarly, ‘action of the security agents towards members of the extremist
religious groups' such as the Boko Haram, was ranked16th out of 16 factors.
The main factors identified by respondents in their order of ranking are:
Unemployment and poverty (ranked 1*), llliteracy (ranked 2"), Ignorance of
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the full teaching of their religion (ranked 3'Y), and misuse of religion by
politicians to promote their interest (ranked 4™). This very low ranking of the
actions of security and military forces suggests tacit popular support for the
ongoing counterinsurgency operations against the Boko Haram, despite the
obvious shortcomings on the part of some security or military personnel
deployed in areas affected by Boko Haram violence. Notwithstanding,
allegations of human rights violation blamed on the security forces, need to be
urgently addressed by the appropriate authorities to improve the level of
confidence and trust the local people have on the security forces deployed for
counter terronsm operations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to effectively respond to the problem of youth radicalisation and
extremism in northermn Nigeria, the following measures are suggested.

Better Monitoring and Regulation of Religious Preaching: As is done Iin
some countries with a history of religious extremism, such as Saudi Arabia,
religious preachers as well as places of worships are closely monitored so as
to avoid using such avenue for propagating violent and extremist ideology or
distortion of religious teachings. Given the finding that independent (roaming)
preachers are key purveyors of distorted religious preaching, there is the need
for a regulatory and monitoring framework in Nigeria. The recent introduction
of such mechanism to regulate preaching in Gombe State offers a good case
for developing and institutionalising the idea across the States of the
Federation. During the 2013 Ramadan preaching in Gombe State, there were
guidelines brought out (as agreed upon by Muslim and Christian leaders) to
regulate all preaching and teaching at that time in order to avoid the use of
strong language against another religion or sect. Such regulation of preaching
must be encouraged at all times, with a team set up to closely monitor
compliance by Islamic sects and Christian denominations, with strict penalties
stipulated and meted for non-compliance. To this end, it is necessary and
appropriate that the federal government embarks on the creation of a
Religious Affairs Regulatory and Monitory Commission (RARMC) comprising
representative of the major religions, Department of State Security Service,
credible civil society organisation with track record on promoting public safety,
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and the media. The RARMC should be established through a robust national
consultative forum in consultation with the relevant stakeholders to agree on
its mandate, power, composition and activities, among others. The institutions
will be responsible for better monitoring and regulation of the mode and
content of preaching to prevent religious ideologues or mischievous preachers
from misleading young people with false or distorted preaching.

Creation of Job Opportunities for Nigerian Youth: The Nigenan
government must embark on effective poverty alleviation and human capital
development programmes in order to empower the its teeming youth who are
most vulnerable to be easily recruited and radicalised for violent extremism
and terrorism. To achieve this, government at all levels — local, state and
federal — needs to embark on the establishment of demonstration farms or
workshops to provide the youth with vocational skills or knowledge that would
make them self-employed in gainful enterprises. This should be matched with
the establishment of Business Development Service (BDS) Centres. Such
BDS Centres should be located in each of the 776 Local Government Area
and adequately funded and staffed with skilled personnel to, among others,
render business development and carrier advise to jobless youth, facilitate
young entrepreneurs access to credit facility or start-up funds, ofter coaching
services and provide market information data that will inform sound decision
on carrier path for these young people. In this regard, a special youth
empowerment fund or financial facility needs to be created. Such a facility
should be robustly structured to enhance transparency and accountability in
its management, to avoid unnecessary bottlenecks and patronage networks
that prevent the youths who genuinely need such interventions from
accessing such credit facility.

Design and Delivery of Robust Programme for Destitute Children: The
Nigerian government should fund appropnately the National Council for the
Welfare of the Destitute (NCWD) to enable the agency formulate and
implement robust rehabilitation programmes for destitute children in Nigeria.
Government at all levels (federal, state and local), especially working through
the NCWD should partner with credible civil society organisations to design
and implement effective reorientation programmes for the destitute children to
reconnect these street children with their parents or provide them the
necessary training that will help them function effectively in the society. This is
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an area where philanthropist individuals, civil society groups and government
can better put to use the skills of university graduates who studied Social
Work and Social Psychology. Such rescue, rehabilitation and reintegration
intervention is expedient given the finding that children who were not brought
up by their parents are more disposed to using violence In propagating their
religious views. Several media reports point to the fact that extremist sects
such as the Boko Haram has recruited and manipulated such children to
perpetrate violence. Given their socio-economic and religious condition, such
children are extremely vulnerable to religious extremism and financial

influences.

Enhanced Provision of Education and Literacy Programme: Due to high
level of illiteracy in Nigeria, most young people have become easily
susceptible to manipulation and recruitment into criminal and extremist
groups. Although the right to education is one of the basic rights of every
Nigerians, access and entitiement to this right is hardly attained. To reduce
the number of people who are likely to fall prey to radical preaching and
recruitment into violent groups, education should be made free and
compulsory for every child in Nigeria. The recent federal government
programme aimed at remodelling the Almayjiri educational system is a step in
the right direction, but needed further robust overhauling of the curriculum to
leverage on such platform to inculcate the right training and skills that will
make such children relevant in the modern competitive economy driven by
scientific knowledge rather than on religious or Quranic education. The issue
of compulsory primary and secondary education in Nigeria should transcend
mere statement to practical delivery of this basic entitlement to the Nigerian
child. Thus, what is need is for the local and state government to muster the
right political will to deliver quality and accessible education to more children
in northern Nigeria through enhanced allocation and judicious utilisation of
funds in the educational sector.

Promotion of Peace Education: Government, religious institutions, private
sector and civil society groups should invest more resources in promoting
peace education. Peace education will help to redress the culture of violence
and aggression and also inculcate the value of peaceful coexistence and non-
violent orientation on every citizen. Through peace education, the youths will
better appreciate the value of peace, thereby making it difficult for people to
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use them to foment violence. Peace education should be integrated in the
educational curriculum of Nigeria, from primary to tertiary education. In
addition, the problem of youth radicalisation and extremism could partly be
curbed through proper sensitisation and enlightenment programmes using
special designed radio and television programmes, jingles and group
discussions. Such programmes will be aimed at discouraging youth extremism
and promoting the virtue of peaceful coexistence. In this wise, a robust
countering violent extremism (CVE) programme should be part and parcel of
peace education in Nigeria. To this end, the Nigerian government, civil society
groups and the private sector could partner with Nollywood to produce home
movies in the three major languages (Hausa/Fulani, Igbo and Yoruba)
designed to specifically counter the narrative, rhetoric and doctrines of violent
radicalisation or religious extremism. This is an area that the private sector
can play a crucial role, especially in providing financial support for designed
radio and television programmes or production of movies that promote peace
education.

CONCLUSION

This study is certainly not about the Boko Haram in Nigeria. However, the
activities of the Boko Haram in the last five years demonstrate a clear case of
youth radicalisation and religious extremism in northemm Nigeria. The
consequences can be devastating for the immediate community and indeed
the larger society. Youth radicalisation and extremism in northem Nigeria
have resulted in the destruction of private and public property, grievous bodily
injury and death, and the displacement of thousands of people. The analysis
in this study shows that ignorance of the true religious teaching provide the
most important source through which youths acquire radical views of religion,
often propagated by roaming (independent) preachers. Furthermore,
economic (poverty and unemployment) as weil as socio-cultural factors (poor
parental upbringing or neglect of children) underpin young people's
vulnerability to engage in violent extremism or fall prey to violent ideologies
propagated by extremist ideologues or groups.

Expectedly, some measures have been taken by government to deal with the
security challenges in northern Nigeria posed by extremist groups such as the
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Boko Haram. As diverse as these measures are, the deployment of security
and military forces is one that has received the most attention from local and
international media. The approach has received both a fair share of
commendation and criticism by various citizens or commentators. The
reliance on force and coercion to deal with the issue of youth radicalisation
and extremism has recorded modest success, but have failed to defeat the

scourge.

Therefore, any attempt to effectively and sustainably address youth
radicalisation and religious extremism in northern Nigeria, will require better
understanding of its underlying drivers. This novel project is informed by this
consideration, and is indeed only a modest attempt to uncover such drivers. It
does not claim to have covered much grounds. If anything, there is still much
to be done in terms of unpacking the intricacies of youth radicalisations in
terms of specificities of each state where this phenomenon has and iIs taking
place. However, the utility of this study lies in the fact that it has made the very
important first step towards understanding the key drivers of youth
radicalisation and religious extremism in northern Nigeria. The findings it has
made hopefully will aid in the ongoing efforts to contain and roll back the
spread of violent radicalisation. However, the distance it has not covered
should inform further action on the part of government, the private sector, civil
society groups and academics in the quest to find the drivers of, and effective
solutions to, growing radicalisation and extremism in Nigeria.
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APPENDIX 1

QUESTIONAIRE

1. INTERVIEW RECORD

a. Stattime ———————mmm——

b. Endtime———————eememm e

o B 11 (0715052 | (o] pu S R S T

d. Respondent phone number: < —— oo

e. Day/Month/Year: FESTS————

2. PERSONAL BACKGROUND OF RESPONDENT

a. Gender: Male () Female ()

b. Age

13-17( )18-25( )26-33( )34-40( )40-50( )50 -above( )
c. Marital Status: Single ( ) Married ( ) Divorced ( ) Others ( )

d. Religion: Christian( ) Muslim ( ) Others( )
e. What Religious  Sect/denomination do you belong?

f. Educational level: Some Elementary ( ) Some High School ( ) Some
Professional/Vocational School ( ) Elementary ( ) High School ( )
Professional/Vocational School ( ) University ( )

g. Location of respondent: Rural ( ) Urban( )
QUESTIONS

14. What is your understanding of Radicalisation?

1



15. Does Youth Radicalisation exist?

Yes ( )

No ()

16. What is your thought on Education for Young People?

17. Are Young People going to School?

18.

19.
20.

21.

22,

23.

24,
25.

Yes ( )
No ( )

If YES which gender are going to school more?

Male ( )

Female ( )
Which level of Educational Background do they attain more?
Are you in School?

Yes ( )

No ( )

If -~ NO, why?

What is responsible for the low interest/ high interest in education?

Are there opportunities for young people in the Community/ State?
Yes( )

No ()
If YES state the opportunities (at least 5).

What role can the government play to create opportunities for young
people?

e




26. Do you think young are easily drawn to join Boko Haram?
Yes ( )
No ( )

27. If YES, why?

28. Which gender are easily recruited and why? Give 3 reasons

29. The role of security agencies (Police, JTF, SSS, Customs, Prisons,
Civil Defence and Road Safety) can it be said to be a factor for

recruitment?
Yes( )
No ()
If YES, How? Give at least 3 reasons.
30. Is lack of a livehood a possibility of making young people to join Boko
Haram?
Yes ( )
No ( )
31. If Yes, please explain.
32. Are religious organisations playing a role in getting young people to join
Boko Haram?
Yes ( )
No ()

100 B — T



33. If YES, how?

Do you think politics/politicians are playing a role in youth
radicalisation?
34. Yes ( )

35. No ( )
36. If YES, please explain.

Do you think traditional/community leaders are playing a role in
getting young people to join Boko Haram?
37. Yes ( )

38. No( )
39. If YES, please explain.

40. ldentify 3 key elements that is used to recruit young people.
A,

b.
C.

41. How do you think this issue can be addressed?

Thank you.



APPENDIX 2

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW GUIDE

1. INTERVIEW RECORD

a. Start time ——

b. End time—————————---

C. Enumerator:

d. Respondent phone number:

e. Day/Month/Year: —————————ee e eee

2. PERSONAL BACKGROUND OF RESPONDENT
a. Gender: Male ( ) Female ()

b. Age

13-17( )18-25( )26-33( )34-40( )40-50( )50 -above ( )

Marital Status: Single ( ) Married ( ) Divorced ( ) Others ( )
d. Religion: Christian ( ) Muslim ( ) Others ( )

e. ‘ What Religious Sect/denomination do you belong?

f. Location of respondent: Rural ( ) Urban ( )




3. QUESTIONS:

1. What do you understand as youth radicalisation? Does it exit in Nigeria
particularly in the north?

2. s it predominant among Christians or Muslims?

3.  Which gender is more inclined to being radicalised - male of female and
why?

4. What age category among the youth is likely to be radicalised?

B. What do you think is responsible for this phenomenon in northern?
Kindly give at least 5 - 7 reasons.

6. Of the 5 - 7 reasons, which 3 are most important?

/. Who do you think is responsible for these? Identify at least S key actors
you think are responsible and give reasons for your answers?

8. What do you think can be done to curb youth radicalisation in northem
Nigeria and give reasons for your answers?

9. Do you think that actions of security agencies have played a role in
radicalisation of young persons in the north?

If yes, give reasons?
If no, give reasons?

10. Do you think that actions of Government have played a role in
radicalisation of young persons in the north?

If yes, please give your reasons

11. What level of government is more culpable - Federal, State or local?
Please give reasons.

12. Do you think religious institutions have a role to play? If yes, what are
the roles?

13. Are there issues related to breakdown of societal norms and values
which can be seen to be responsible for radicalisation of young
persons?

e




" 19.

14. Who is responsible for this?

15. Inrelation to the Boko Haram sect - do you think they have any
particular recruitment strategy?

16. If yes, what are the strategies? Please mention at least 3 - 5

17. Do you think they capitalise on any lapses or gaps within the system? If
yes what are the lapses and gaps and who iIs responsible?

18. What can be done to address this issue (please categorise your
answers into short, medium and long term)?
Who should be responsible for doing what?

20. What are your suggestions on how we can hold them accountable?

21. Any other comments?

Thank you
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