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Executive Summary 
 

On September 26, 2024, the Nigeria Governors’ Forum (NGF) hosted a high-level side event 

at the 79th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA79) under the theme 

"Accelerating Sustainable Development: Harnessing Technology and Partnerships." The 

event convened state governors, policymakers, international organizations, and private 

sector leaders to explore strategies for advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

through technology, innovative financing, and multi-stakeholder collaborations at the 

subnational level. Discussions focused on strengthening partnerships, leveraging digital 

governance, and improving financing mechanisms to drive sustainable development. 

 

Three panel discussions addressed critical SDG priorities. The first panel examined data-driven 

financing strategies for health (SDG 3), highlighting the need for increased investment in 

primary healthcare. The second panel focused on sustainable cities (SDG 11), where CitiIQ 

presented an SDG monitoring framework, and international partners such as UN-Habitat, 

Google, and Bloomberg Philanthropies discussed best practices in urban resilience and smart 

city innovations. The final panel explored localizing the SDGs, emphasizing grassroots 

participation, participatory budgeting, and policy coherence to enhance implementation at 

the state level. 

 

The event reaffirmed the central role of state governments in driving SDG progress and 

underscored the importance of cross-sector partnerships, digital innovation, and sustainable 

financing. Moving forward, the NGF and its partners committed to enhancing multi-sectoral 

collaboration, expanding digital governance frameworks, and mobilizing resources to 

accelerate sustainable development across Nigeria. The discussions at UNGA79 provided a 

clear roadmap for leveraging technology and partnerships to achieve the 2030 SDG agenda 

at the subnational level. 
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Introduction 
 
Building upon the foundational discussions of UNGA74 in 2019, this convening offered a 
retrospective evaluation of the progress made by subnational governments in advancing the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and climate action initiatives. The session was 
designed to distill key successes, diagnose systemic challenges, and refine future-oriented 
strategies that enhance policy coherence and implementation effectiveness. 
 
The discourse emphasized the centrality of technology-driven governance, robust 
accountability frameworks, and multi-sectoral partnerships in fortifying subnational 
governments as primary agents in the acceleration of sustainable development. Through 
empirical case studies and evidence-based discussions, the event underscored the imperative 
of leveraging data analytics, strategic financing mechanisms, and cross-sectoral collaboration 
to optimize SDG outcomes. Furthermore, discussions highlighted how adaptive governance 
structures, strengthened institutional capacities, and targeted policy interventions can serve 
as accelerators for sustainable growth.  
 
 
 

Objectives 
 
The sessions aimed to achieve the following overarching objectives: 
 

1. Fostering Strategic Partnerships: Cultivate synergies among international 
organizations, member states, Nigerian subnational entities, and critical development 
actors to fortify SDG implementation frameworks. 

2. Dissemination of Best Practices: Facilitate the exchange of knowledge and 
methodologies that have demonstrably enhanced policy effectiveness and 
accountability mechanisms in comparable regions. 

3. Assessment of Progress: Present empirical analyses of Nigerian states' achievements 
in advancing the SDG agenda and sustainable development imperatives. 

4. Institutionalization of Data-Driven Policymaking: Advocate for the integration of 
empirical data analytics into policy formulation and developmental planning at the 
subnational level. 

5. Capacity Strengthening: Identify and promote scalable capacity-building initiatives 
that enhance institutional readiness for SDG-related interventions. 

6. Sustainable Financing Mechanisms: Explore innovative financial instruments and 
funding mechanisms that ensure sustained investment in SDG acceleration efforts. 

 

Expected Outcomes 
 
The deliberations were structured to yield the following tangible outcomes: 
 

1. Augmented Multilateral Collaboration: Strengthened institutional partnerships to 
bolster subnational resilience and enhance the efficacy of development interventions. 
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2. Refined Policy Recommendations: Formulation of adaptable, evidence-based policy 
blueprints to optimize SDG implementation strategies and resource mobilization at 
the state level. 

3. Renewed Commitment to Technological Innovation: Reaffirmation of stakeholder 
commitments to leveraging digital transformation, advanced monitoring mechanisms, 
and data-driven methodologies for enhanced governance efficiency. 

4. Enhanced Monitoring and Evaluation Frameworks: Development of robust tracking 
mechanisms to measure the effectiveness of implemented policies and identify areas 
for further refinement. 

5. Institutional Coordination Frameworks: Establishment of frameworks that streamline 
collaboration across multiple governance tiers and sectors to accelerate SDG 
achievement. 

 
 
 

Meeting Proceedings 
 

14:30 – 15:00 Arrival | Registration of Participants  

High-level Opening Session 

15:00 – 15:05 Welcome by Moderator Tumi Makgabo 

15:05 – 15:35 High-level Opening Session  

Setting the Stage: Accelerators to Achieving SDGs 

1. H.E. Dauda Lawal, Governor Zamfara State, Nigeria  
(representing NGF Chairman) 

2. Ms. Amina J.  Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-General 
3. Ms. Adejoke Orelope-Adefulire, SSAP-SDG, Nigeria 

15:35 – 16:15 Panel 1 

Investing in Local Health: Financing and Data-Driven Strategies for SDG 3  

1. H.E. Bago Mohammed, Governor Niger State, Nigeria 
2. H.E. Hyacinth Alia, Governor Benue State, Nigeria 
3. Prof Muhammad Ali Pate, Hon. Minister of Health, Nigeria 
4. Hon Mukhtar Ahmed, Commissioner Budget & Planning, Kaduna, Nigeria 
5. Hon Nafissa Musa, Commissioner for Environment, Kwara State, Nigeria 

16:15 – 16:50 Panel 2 

Fostering Partnerships and Leveraging Technology for SDG 11: Catalysts for 
Sustainable Cities and Communities  
1. H.E. Bago Mohammed, Governor Niger State, Nigeria 
2. Mr. Murtala Abubakar, SDG Adviser, Nasarawa State, Nigeria 
3. Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director of UN-Habitat 
4. Mr. Amandeep Singh Gill, Secretary-general’s Envoy on Technology 
5. Mr. Charles Murito, Policy Lead, Sub-Sahara Africa, Google 
6. Ms Ailun Yang, Bloomberg Philanthropies 
7. Ms. Kavita Sinha, Private Sector Facility Director, Green Climate Fund 

16:50 – 16:55 Presentation: Monitoring & Evaluation  

Mr. Don Simmonds, CEO of CitiIQ 
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16:55 -17:30 Panel 3 

Bringing the SDGs Home: Strategies for Local Implementation 

1. H.E. Caleb Mutfwang, Governor Plateau State, Nigeria 
2. H.E. Dauda Lawal, Governor Zamfara State, Nigeria 
3. Dr. Mohieldin, Special envoy of the secretary-general for financing for 

development 
4. Ms. Elisabeth Spehar, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support, 

UN 

Closing Session 

17:30 – 17:45 Summary of key takeaways by Moderator Tumi Makgabo 

17:45 – 17:50 Closing remarks Dr. Abdulateef Shittu, DG NGF 

 

Opening Session 

NGF Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
The Chairman of the Nigeria Governors' Forum (NGF) and Governor of Kwara State, His 
Excellency, AbulRahman AbdulRazaq, represented by His Excellency, Dauda Lawal, Governor 
Zamfara State, delivered an opening address at the UN/NGF Subnational Governments SDG 
Meeting during UNGA 79, emphasizing the crucial role of subnational governments in 
accelerating the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  
He highlighted three key pillars for progress: technology, partnerships, and urgency in action. 
 
Key Points from the Speech include: 

1. The Role of Subnational Governments: 
State and local governments are at the forefront of delivering essential services and 
implementing policies that directly impact citizens. Achieving the SDGs requires action 
at the grassroots level, where government is closest to the people. 

2. Harnessing Technology: 
Digital innovations can accelerate progress in healthcare, education, agriculture, and 
governance. Nigerian states are leveraging digital tools to improve service delivery, 
but efforts must ensure inclusivity to bridge the digital divide. Investments in digital 
infrastructure and literacy are essential for nationwide development. 

3. The Power of Partnerships: 
No single government or organization can achieve the SDGs alone—collaboration 
between governments, private sector, civil society, and international organizations is 
critical. The NGF provides a platform for states to share best practices and pool 
resources for development. The Chairman called on international partners to 
strengthen engagement with subnational governments, ensuring interventions align 
with local realities. 
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4. Urgency in Action: 

With less than a decade to 2030, progress must be accelerated, especially after 
setbacks from the COVID-19 pandemic. The SDGs should remain centered on 
inclusivity, sustainability, and leaving no one behind. Political will, innovation, and 
cooperation will be crucial in driving transformation. 

 
The Chairman reaffirmed that subnational governments are not just stakeholders but key 
drivers of SDG success. He called for greater collaboration, investment in technology, and 
immediate action to build a more sustainable and equitable future. 
 

Setting the Stage: Accelerators to Achieving SDGs 
 
Speakers emphasized the role of local leadership, political will, and community-driven 
initiatives in ensuring the sustainability of development projects.  

• Governor Dauda Lawal, speaking on behalf of the Chairman of the Nigeria Governors’ 
Forum (NGF), underscored the pivotal role of subnational governments in accelerating 
SDG implementation. He emphasized the need for strengthened governance 
structures, enhanced fiscal responsibility, and data-driven policymaking to ensure 
impactful and sustainable development. He highlighted Nigeria’s commitment to 
leveraging technology and strategic partnerships to address key challenges such as 
poverty, health disparities, and infrastructural deficits. Governor Lawal reiterated the 
NGF’s dedication to fostering collaboration with international partners, the private 
sector, and civil society to drive meaningful progress towards the 2030 Agenda. 
 

• UN Deputy-Secretary General, Ms. Amina J. Mohammed (represented), delivered a 
compelling address on the urgency of scaling up action to meet the SDGs within the 
limited timeframe remaining before 2030. She emphasized the importance of multi-
stakeholder partnerships, innovative financing, and technology-driven solutions in 
accelerating progress. She called for subnational governments to play a proactive role 
in integrating SDG targets into policy frameworks and national development plans. 
Furthermore, she stressed the need for accountability and transparency in 
governance, as well as the importance of ensuring that development efforts prioritize 
marginalized and vulnerable populations 
 

• Dr Bala Yunusa, representing the Senior Special Adviser to the President of Nigeria on 
SDGs, provided insights into Nigeria’s national SDG framework and the efforts being 
made to align subnational development priorities with global sustainability goals. She 
detailed ongoing initiatives aimed at fostering inclusive economic growth, improving 
healthcare access, and enhancing educational outcomes across Nigerian states. She 
underscored the critical role of data and evidence-based decision-making in tracking 
progress and ensuring effective resource allocation. She also called for a renewed 
commitment from all stakeholders—government, private sector, and international 
organizations—to scale up interventions that drive tangible impact at the grassroots 
level. 

The opening session set the stage for in-depth discussions on SDG acceleration, emphasizing 
the transformative potential of technology, partnerships, and strategic governance. The 
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speakers reinforced the need for subnational governments to take ownership of SDG 
implementation while leveraging global best practices, innovative financing, and multi-
sectoral collaborations to bridge development gaps and achieve sustainable progress. 
 
 

Panel Discussions 
 
Each panel session was formatted to begin with the subnational government presentation on 
their SDG performances, followed by the related UN agency giving a remark on best practice, 
and the private sector making input for partnerships. The governor commenced the session 
with a presentation focused on: 
 

1. A comprehensive overview of the State, providing an in-depth analysis of socio-
economic conditions, demographic trends, and factor endowments shaping 
development trajectories. 

2. A critical evaluation of the State’s SDG performance from 2019 to 2024, emphasizing 
the top three SDGs, highlighting notable achievements, systemic challenges, and key 
policy adaptations that have influenced progress. 

3. A forward-looking SDG strategy (2025-2030), delineating strategic priorities, 
anticipated development trajectories, investment opportunities, and innovative 
approaches to overcoming existing bottlenecks. 

 
Panel 1: Financing and Data-Driven Strategies for SDG 3 – Investing in Local Health  
 
This session explored innovative financing models and data utilization strategies for 
optimizing health sector outcomes at the subnational level. Panelists deliberated on the role 
of digital health solutions, predictive analytics, and public-private partnerships in 
strengthening healthcare systems. 

• Governor Bago Mohammed emphasized the critical role of state-led health 
interventions in improving healthcare access, particularly in rural communities. He 
highlighted Niger State’s efforts in expanding primary healthcare services, enhancing 
maternal and child health programs, and strengthening public-private partnerships to 
improve healthcare infrastructure. He underscored the need for increased investment 
in digital health solutions to enhance service delivery and patient outcomes. 

 

• Governor Hyacinth Alia provided insights into Benue State’s approach to addressing 
healthcare challenges, particularly in conflict-affected regions. He discussed the 
state’s commitment to strengthen health security, expanding immunization 
programs, and integrating telemedicine to reach underserved populations. He also 
emphasized the importance of leveraging data analytics for targeted policy 
interventions and efficient resource allocation in the health sector. 

 

• Hon. Prof. Muhammad Ali Pate delivered a comprehensive overview of Nigeria’s 
national health strategy, focusing on the role of data-driven decision-making in 
improving health outcomes. He detailed federal initiatives aimed at strengthening 
healthcare financing, increasing universal health coverage, and tackling 
communicable and non-communicable diseases. He called for enhanced collaboration 
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between states, the federal government, and international partners to achieve 
sustainable health improvements across Nigeria. 

 

• Hon. Mukhtar Ahmed addressed the financial aspects of healthcare development, 
emphasizing the importance of integrating health funding into broader state 
economic planning. He outlined Kaduna State’s innovative financing mechanisms, 
including performance-based budgeting and targeted investments in primary 
healthcare infrastructure. He stressed the need for data transparency and 
accountability to ensure effective health resource management and equitable service 
distribution. 

 

• Hon. Nafissa Musa explored the intersection of environmental health and public 
health outcomes, highlighting Kwara State’s initiatives in climate-resilient healthcare 
infrastructure and waste management systems. She emphasized the impact of 
environmental factors on disease prevalence and advocated for integrated policies 
that address both healthcare and environmental sustainability. She also discussed the 
state’s efforts in promoting clean energy solutions for health facilities to improve 
service delivery in remote areas. 

 
Each speaker provided critical insights into how financing, strategic planning, and data-driven 
policies can be leveraged to enhance healthcare delivery at the subnational level, aligning 
with SDG 3 objectives. 
 

Panel 2: Leveraging Technology and Partnerships for SDG 11 – Sustainable Cities & 
Communities 
 
Discussions highlighted the role of digital innovations in fostering sustainable urbanization 
and resilient city planning. The panelists explored the use of AI, IoT, and big data in urban 
management. 

• Governor Bago Mohammed emphasized Niger State’s commitment to sustainable 
urban development through strategic investments in infrastructure, smart city 
initiatives, and climate-resilient housing. He highlighted the state’s efforts in 
expanding urban mobility, waste management systems, and affordable housing 
projects. Additionally, he underscored the importance of leveraging partnerships with 
technology providers and international organizations to accelerate sustainable 
urbanization. 
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• Mr. Murtala Abubakar provided insights into Nasarawa State’s SDG 11 
implementation framework, emphasizing the integration of data-driven urban 
planning and governance models. He discussed the role of geographic information 
systems (GIS) and digital mapping in optimizing land use, infrastructure development, 
and environmental management. He also stressed the importance of community 
engagement in fostering inclusive and sustainable city planning. 
 

• Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach highlighted global best practices in sustainable 
urbanization, drawing on UN-Habitat’s experience in city resilience, affordable 
housing, and smart urban governance. She underscored the necessity of multi-level 
governance structures to coordinate urban sustainability initiatives and emphasized 
the role of public-private partnerships in scaling urban infrastructure projects. She also 
advocated for increased investment in green urban spaces and sustainable 
transportation systems. 
 

• Mr. Amandeep Singh Gill explored the transformative potential of digital technologies 
in advancing SDG 11. He emphasized the need for cities to adopt emerging 
technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), blockchain, and the Internet of Things 
(IoT) for efficient urban management. He also discussed the role of digital inclusion 
and connectivity in ensuring equitable access to smart city solutions, particularly in 
underserved communities. 
 

• Ms. Ailun Yang discussed Bloomberg Philanthropies’ contributions to urban 
sustainability, particularly in climate resilience and energy efficiency. She highlighted 
the importance of data-driven decision-making in reducing urban emissions and 
enhancing disaster preparedness. She also underscored the need for cities to adopt 
sustainable financing mechanisms, such as green bonds, to fund climate adaptation 
initiatives. 
 

• Ms. Kavita Sinha addressed the critical role of climate finance in supporting 
sustainable urbanization. She outlined funding opportunities available through the 
Green Climate Fund for urban resilience projects, renewable energy solutions, and 
low-carbon infrastructure. She emphasized the importance of aligning urban 
development strategies with global climate goals and encouraged governments to 
adopt innovative financing models to bridge funding gaps in sustainable city projects. 

 
The panel discussions underscored the indispensable role of partnerships, technology, and 

innovative financing in realizing SDG 11. The speakers collectively advocated for a 

collaborative approach that integrates digital transformation, strategic investments, and 

sustainable urban planning to build resilient and inclusive cities.  
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Presentation: SDG Monitoring and Evaluation  
Following Panel 2, Mr. Don Simmonds, CEO of CitiIQ, delivered a specialized presentation on 
SDG monitoring and evaluation. The presentation highlighted the critical role of real-time 
data analytics in tracking progress, optimizing policy interventions, and ensuring 
accountability in the implementation of the SDGs. CitiIQ's innovative methodologies offer a 
framework for quantitatively assessing development indicators, enabling subnational 
governments to refine their strategic approaches and scale successful initiatives. 
 

Panel 3: Localizing the SDGs – Implementation Strategies 
 
This session examined practical modalities for integrating SDG policies into local governance 
frameworks, including legal reforms and stakeholder engagement mechanisms. 
 

• Governor Caleb Mutfwang emphasized the significance of localizing the SDGs through 
grassroots-driven policies and community engagement. He detailed Plateau State’s 
approach to integrating the SDGs into state-level development plans, focusing on 
poverty reduction, education, and climate resilience. He highlighted the importance 
of multi-stakeholder collaboration, particularly with civil society organizations and the 
private sector, to drive inclusive and sustainable development at the local level. 
 

• Governor Dauda Lawal discussed the challenges and opportunities in implementing 
the SDGs in conflict-affected and resource-constrained regions. He underscored 
Zamfara State’s efforts in promoting peace, security, and economic recovery as 
foundational pillars for achieving the SDGs. He also highlighted targeted interventions 
in education, healthcare, and rural development, emphasizing the need for innovative 
financing and strategic partnerships to accelerate SDG progress in vulnerable 
communities. 
 

• Dr. Mohieldin provided a global perspective on sustainable development financing, 
stressing the urgent need for increased resource mobilization at the subnational level. 
Drawing from his experience at the UN, he elaborated on innovative financing 
mechanisms, such as blended finance, impact investing, and climate bonds, to bridge 
funding gaps in SDG implementation. He also emphasized the importance of aligning 
local development priorities with international financing frameworks to enhance 
access to sustainable funding. 
 

• Ms. Elisabeth Spehar focused on the intersection of peacebuilding and sustainable 
development, highlighting the crucial role of governance and stability in achieving the 
SDGs. She discussed the UN’s initiatives in supporting conflict-sensitive development 
programs and fostering resilience in fragile states. She also underscored the necessity 
of inclusive governance structures, local capacity-building, and community-driven 
peace initiatives as enablers of sustainable and equitable development. 
 

The panel discussions reinforced the imperative of localizing the SDGs through tailored 
policies, innovative financing, and strategic partnerships. The speakers collectively 
emphasized that sustainable development cannot be achieved in isolation but requires a 
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coordinated approach that integrates economic growth, social inclusion, and peacebuilding 
to ensure long-term impact at the community level. 

Closing Session 
 
In his closing remarks, the Chairman of the Nigeria Governors' Forum (NGF) expressed 
gratitude for participants' contributions and reaffirming the urgency of accelerating SDG 
implementation at the subnational level. 
 

Key Takeaways and Action Points: 
1. Urgency of Action: 

With the 2030 SDG deadline approaching, subnational governments must take the 
lead in implementation. Strong partnerships and innovative financing are crucial for 
progress. 

2. Technology as an Enabler: 
Digital tools can enhance healthcare, urban development, and SDG monitoring. 
Ensuring inclusivity in technology adoption is essential. 

3. The Power of Partnerships: 
Collaboration across sectors—government, private sector, development partners, and 
civil society—is key to overcoming challenges. 

4. Local Solutions to Global Challenges: 
SDG success depends on localization, with strategies tailored to community needs. 
Subnational governments must integrate the SDGs into policies and programs. 

 
The Chairman called for renewed dedication and collective responsibility to achieve the SDGs, 
emphasizing that subnational governments play a pivotal role in creating a sustainable future. 
 
The NGF side event at UNGA79 reaffirmed the pivotal role of subnational actors in SDG 
acceleration. Through rigorous policy discourse, cross-sectoral knowledge exchange, and 
renewed commitments, the event underscored the urgency of embedding technology-driven 
strategies and multi-stakeholder collaborations in the development paradigm.  
Moving forward, it is imperative for Nigerian states and international partners to translate 
commitments into measurable outcomes that drive inclusive and sustainable development 
trajectories. The discussions further reinforced the necessity of policy harmonization, 
dynamic governance reforms, and sustained investments in human capital development. 
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Meeting in Pictures 
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Subnational Governments Presentations 
 

Benue State 
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Kaduna State 
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Kwara State 
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Nasarawa State 
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Niger State 
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Plateau State 
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Zamfara State 
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