MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE STATE COMMITTEE ON FOOD AND NUTRITION (SCFN) HELD ON TUESDAY 1ST JUNE, 2021 AT ROYAL BIRDS HOTEL AND TOWERS, ALAGBAKA, AKURE
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1.1 IN ATTENDANCE

xxii. Mr. F.A. Adeboyejo


MEP&B
xxiii. Mrs. E.O. Borode


MEP&B
xxiv. Mrs. Olusola-David Hart

MEP&B

xxv. Mrs. Oguntuase Kehinde

MEP&B
2.0
OPENING
The meeting commenced at 10:15 am with an opening prayer said by Mrs. Odedeyi, which was followed by self introduction. 
3.0
OPENING REMARKS
3.1
The Chairman of the Committee and Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Economic Planning and Budget, Mr. Bunmi Alade welcomed members to the meeting. In his opening remarks, he expressed his delight at the punctuality and turn out for the meeting.

3.2
He said that the purpose of the meeting was to get updates on implementation of Food and Nutrition programmes in the first half of the year and what can be done on the implementation of the workplan in line with the State Strategic Action Plan on Nutrition for the second half of year 2021. He emphasized that all the activities of MEDAs should be geared towards improving the people’s welfare in the State in relation and adequate nutrition especially for women and children. He appealed to members of the committee to be more innovative and proactive in the implementation of Food and Nutrition activities in their respective MEDAs in order to positively impact the lives of the people of the State.
3.3
He informed the gathering that though much was not achieved in the first half of the year due to dwindling resources, but worthy of note as part of the achievement of the SCFN Committee in the first half of 2021 was the establishment of a Model irrigation farm located on the premises of Ifedore Local Government HQ. Also, training was held for over a 100 officers from Agric, Planning & Budget and Community Development departments across the eighteen (18) LGAs in the State on Irrigation farming.
3.4
Finally, he bid all committee members fruitful deliberation.
4.0 GOODWILL MESSAGE

a) Mr. Benu Philip, the new State Director of NAFDAC in his goodwill message expressed appreciation to the committee for making him and his office a member. He also stated that he was looking forward to a fruitful working relationship as with his predecessor and wished all present a fruitful deliberation.
5.0 READING OF REPORT OF THE LAST MEETING
The report of last meeting was read and thereafter, Mrs. Ayanlawo of the Ministry of Agriculture moved the motion for the adoption of the minutes which was seconded by Mrs. Akadiri of Ministry of Information.
6.0 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING.
a) The Chairman reported that the planned refurbishment of the crèche within the secretariat had hitherto been delayed as the Ministry of Finance had wanted to foot the bill for the repairs. He explained that paucity of funds and the nature of repairs intended had hindered the work but he expressed hope that as soon as funds was released, it will be attended to.
7.0  SECOND QUARTER 2021 NUTRITION ACTIVITIES IN RETROSPECT
a) Ondo State Primary Health Care Development Agency (OSPHCDA)
7.a.1 The Assistant State Nutrition Officer, Dr. (Mrs.) Adejuwon reported that despite the paucity of funds, the Nutrition Department of the her Agency had been able to implement the following activities:
· Supportive supervision/ on the job training of health workers in 108 health facilities across the 18LGAs. Also, training and re-training of 432 health workers on the new Nutritional Growth Monitoring & Promotion (NUTGMP) data tools.

· Active case search for Severe Acute Malnourished (SAM) children across the 18LGAs and management of 112 SAM children with Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) from January to April 2021. Between March 2020 and April 2021, 632 SAM children managed with RUTF, 540 recovered and discharged; 45 defaulted, 46 in OTP and 1 died. 

· Routine VAS for children at 9months and 15months: In all the 604 health facilities, 78,691 children at 9 and 15months were administered with VAS from January to April 2021.

· Meetings: 2nd quarter meeting of Local Government Area Nutrition Focal Persons (LGANFPs) as well as Nutrition data review meeting in collaboration with WHO was conducted.

· Inclusion of Nutrition intervention (food demonstration/BCF) in BHCPF activities in 203 health facilities.

· Continuous production of Blended Complementary Foods (BCF). 6,457 sachets of Soya flour, sorghum flour and maize flour produced and distributed from January to May 2021.

· Rehabilitation of Nutrition office.

· Facilitation of Maternal, Infant and Young Child Feeding (MIYCN) training for health workers in Oyo State ANRiN project.

· Supply of 2.2 million tablets of multivitamin for pregnant women and 918,000 VAS by Restoration Of The Dignity Of Womanhood (ROTDOW) in collaboration with Vitamin Angel 

· Release of 250,000 tablets of Albendazole to OYO State 

· Recruitment of 27 Nutritionists/Nutrition officers
7.a.2 Mr. Benu, the State Director of NAFDAC wanted to know who conducted the analysis of Blended Complementary Food (BCF) product being sold, if the product was registered as well as the condition under which the products are made? 
7.a.3 The State Nutrition Officer responded that the product analysis was done by FUTA and was available for review anytime; registration of product was still in progress and the place of production was open to visit anytime as it had been for his predecessor.
b) AGRICULTURE:
7.b.1 Mrs. Ayanlowo, the Assistant Agric Focal Officer reported that the following activities were carried out by the Nutrition department of her Ministry in the first half of year 2021:
· Establishment of pilot vegetable farm at Ministry of Agriculture premises where vegetables such as Amaranths, Pepper, Tomato, Telferia and Cucumber were produced using simple irrigation facilities. A sum of N350,000 was provided by the Ministry of Agriculture for the activity.
· Raising and distribution of assorted vegetable seedlings such as tomato, pepper, and improved Maize seeds to women farmers as starter packs to promote the production and consumption of micro-nutrients rich foods and to generate household income. Sum of N250,000 was released for the activity by the Ministry.
· The Ministry facilitated a one day per Senatorial District review and work planning meeting with the members of the Local Government Committee on Food and Nutrition on Irrigation farming for all year round vegetable production in collaboration with UNICEF and SCFN.
· Establishment of model irrigation farm at Igbara Oke, Ifedore LGA Secretariat for Vegetable production. A sum of N350,000 was expended via contribution by SCFN members from Nutrition and MEP&B to demonstrate commitment to improved nutritional status of the people.
· The Ministry participated in a one day exploratory dialogue of the United Nations’ Food Systems meeting held at Lagos State on Tuesday 6th April, 2021 where views were exchanged among stakeholders on the pathway towards Sustainable National Food System of the UN- Summit coming up in a future date. 
7.b.2 Mrs. Akadiri of Ministry of Information & Orientation applauded the activities but wanted to know how information on these trainings were disseminated to the general public as such programme was of public interest. Mrs. Omolona of ROTDOW suggested a programme on Television that could be contacted to air the programme while Mrs. Timilehin Falade of Orange FM suggested that whenever a visit to the farm with activities like this is planned, a camera man and a reporter can be called upon to follow and such coverage can be used for broadcast anytime. 
c) AGRIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
7.c.1 Mrs. Odedeyi reported that her agency had:

· Continued the training on the Importance and planting of orange flesh potatoes and supply of starter kit especially to Women in Agriculture (WIA).

· The Project also participated in the one day exploratory dialogue of the United Nations’ Food Systems meeting held at Dover Hotel, Aromire road Ikeja, Lagos State on Tuesday 6th April, 2021 where views were exchanged among stakeholders on the pathway towards Sustainable National Food System of the UN-Summit coming up soon.
d) MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

7.d.1  Mrs. Agoi reported that though funds was not forthcoming but having borrowed from the pages of OSPHCDA, the following activities were carried out:
· Workshop was held on the importance meal planning for School managers, Home economics teachers, cooks and food vendors. This was conducted for this group because of their involvement with adolescents and the peculiarity of their nutritional needs especially within a specified period. Adequacy of nutrient and dietary standards as well as use of foods in season and best methods of cooking to prevent loss of Nutrients was also discussed.

· Resuscitation of agricultural practice in the schools: Letters were sent to all the Three hundred and four (304) public Secondary schools in the State in February and a reminder through the Area Education Officers in April on the need to resuscitate agricultural practice in the schools.

· Visits were made to the following schools:
1] St Peters Unity Secondary School, Akure: is a full boarding school that has about 3000 students, while 

· 2] Anglican Grammar School Iju-Itaogbolu: has enrolment of about 700 students that are day 

· Expectation from the letter was that, each student will plant a crop (e.g Tomato, pepper, Okro, Vegetables, Maize) and nurture it with the supervision of Principal and staff of the school. The absence of land notwithstanding, sacks, buckets and bowls filled with loamy soil can be used. This was expected to make the students view agriculture as a pleasurable activity and not punitive.

e) HOME GROWN SCHOLL FEEDING PROGRAMME

7.e.1 Mrs. Fayanju reported that the programme resumed in the State on the 19th of May, 2021 after a very long break following the outbreak of COVID-19 with cooks, aggregators/suppliers of proteins i.e. meat, egg, fish and crayfish being paid directly by the Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Disaster management and Social Development Abuja according to the number of pupils allocated to them.  A sum of N104,344,648.56 was paid as stipend for a period of Twenty days  i.e 19th May to 15th June 2021.
7.e.2 As part of the activities marking 100 days in office of Arakunrin Odunayo Oluwarotimi Akeredolu SAN led administration, customized feeding bowls as well as Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) textbooks were distributed to all public primary schools in the State and the distribution across the 18 Local Government Areas is still in progress 
f) MINISTRY OF HEALTH

7.f.1 Mrs. Fagbenro reported that in her Ministry, paucity of funds as well as the outbreak of the COID-19 pandemic had really hampered the activities of nutrition department adding to the fact that there was no provision for Nutrition in the budget line of Ministry of Health

7.f.2  It was suggested that she sees her Director as well as the Permanent Secretary of her Ministry to rectify the non-provision of budget line of nutrition programmes.
g) State Universal Basic Education Board SUBEB
7.g.1 Mrs. Adeyemi Gbemisola reported that though there has not been funds an observation of some food vendors in the public primary school around her office and home leaves much to be desired in terms of type, quantity and quality of food given to the children.

7.g.2 HGSFP wanted to know the name of such school in order to follow-up. 

h) MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & ORIENTATION

7.h.1 Mrs. Akadiri reported that in the period under review, her MDA carried out the following activities:
· Production of sensitization billboards and stickers on covid-19 placed in Akure, Owo, Idanre, Ondo and Ile-Oluji
· Meeting of Hon. Commissioners of Information & Orientation from the zone and media executives with UNICEF management on “Fact For Life” programmes
· Production of radio programmes on polio eradication, routine immunization, child survival and COVID -19 prevention by radio stations
· Sensitization of the management staff of the ministry on adequate nutrition
· Airing of COVID-19jingles by radio stations from Osun, Ondo, Ekiti, and Oyo States
i) WOMEN AFFAIRS & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
· The focal officer from Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development (MWASD), Mrs. Aduloju informed the meeting that the following programmes were carried out :
· During the 2021 Children’s Day Celebration on the 27th May, 2021, five hundred (500) children were fed and given gift packs as well as 150 adults. The cost of Four hundred thousand (N400,000.00) was received from MDA to support the programme.

· Provision of food for the forty (40) children at the Orphanage Home, Oba-Ile and 30 inmates at the Correctional Home Ondo Road.

· Crèche currently has few children and the renovation work has been put on hold due to paucity of funds.
j) NAFDAC
7.j.1 Mrs. Ojo of NAFDAC reported that her office collaborated with OSPHCDA,  UNICEF and other partners such as Management Science for Health (MSH), Alive & Thrive to achieve the following activities:

· Advocacy visit on Breast Milk Substitute (BMS) to various facilities examples supermarkets, hospitals, radio stations, institutions amongst others;

· Trainings on code of BMS & NAFDAC regulation on infant formula.

k) RUWASSA
7.k.1 Mrs. Falodun of RUWASSA reported that Mr. Governor approved the rehabilitation and drilling of new boreholes in selected Local Government Areas of the State. The following activities were also carried out:

· Kamomi Aketi Accelerated Water Scheme Project was constructed and completed at Iboropa, Ogbagi, Owo, Bankemo, Oda, Idanre Alade, Itaogbolu, Kajola, Ikaram and Aratusin community. 
· WASHCOM committee containing seven (7) members: 4 males and 3 females are always formed and trained in the community where water facilities are provided. 
l) RESTORATION OF THE DIGNITY OF WOMANHOOD (ROTDOW)
7.l.1 ROTDOW, an NGO had the following to report on Nutrition:

· received from her donor agency - Vitamin Angels – 324 bottles of VITAMIN A 100,000 I.U; 512 bottles of VITAMIN A 200,000 I.U and 17,604 bottles of Multivitamin for Pregnant Women which have since been issued out.
· In partnership with Vitamin Angels, sixty (60) certified participants were trained within the State on distribution of Multivitamins, Vitamin A and Albendazole. The volunteers were drawn from CSOs, Private establishments and Community Directed Distributors. The volunteers have since commenced distribution of Multivitamin to pregnant women in all the 18 Local Governments Areas of the State. 
7.l.2 NAFDAC wanted to know if the NGO had proper storage facilities for these items so that the products would not have lost potency when it gets to the recipients. The representative of the NGO responded that they had adequate srorage and also that most of the items were in bottles.
8.0 OBSERVATION
a) Mrs. Akinkuotu said that participation of committee members this time was quite commendable as a lot of members had their reports in power point for ease of projecting and this has made the meeting to progress smoothly.

b) Paucity of funds was a common challenge hindering the achievement of goals/workplan across all MDAs.

c) Innovation in the face of lack of funds can help to boost activity especially in nutrition as can be seen in the report of Ministry of Education and SUBEB.

d) Better collaboration with other MDAs would boost report on work done especially on nutrition related issues and needs to be encouraged so that maximal impact can be felt with or without budget provision.

e) It was observed that as the money for the renovation of the crèche within the premises of the State Secretariat was not forthcoming, the new crèche built within the premises of the State Senior Staff club could be utilized. 

9.0 RESOLUTIONS
After extensive deliberations, the Committee agreed on the following recommendations;

i. Advocacy visit by the Chairman of Committee, UNICEF Nutrition Specialist and some members of SCFN to the State Accountant General and Head of Service (HOS) on the release of funds for Nutrition activities in the State.
ii. Nutrition activity in the various MDAs should be given maximal media coverage. 

iii. Improved collaboration between Implementing MDAs for better result should be encouraged. 
10.0 CLOSING REMARK
a) The State Nutrition Officer thanked committee members for attending the meeting promptly. She urged them not to let the current situation of paucity of funds impare them from being innovative in achieving set programmes. She also urged Focal Officers on Food and Nutrition to seek means of collaborating with each other for overall success and attainment of the mandate of the committee by giving back to the society their very best. 
b) In closing, the Chairman of the committee thanked participants for their cooperation and asked them to put in more efforts to reduce the incidence of malnutrition in our State.
11.0 CLOSING
The meeting was brought to a close at 2:15pm with grace said in unison.
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