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hen Governor Isa Yuguda took over the
mantle of leadership in Bauchi State, he
made it categorical that education will form
he centrepiece of his administration's drive in its
ransformation agenda. In fact, one of the first
ssignments Lhe new administration embarked upon
vas to make a comprehensive assessment of all the
ducational institutions across the state, The pathetic
evelation of the report presented by the commiltee
7hich portrayed a terrible state of the sector
-rompted the new governor to immediately award
ontracts for the restoration of standard in eighteen
condary schools and one tertiary institution in the
:ate. Since then, the government has initiated
ifferent policies and approaches to ensure the
evelopment of education sector in the state.
In order to effect the changes required in the sector
1 its first budget for 2008 fiscal year, the
Iministration proposed an increase in budgetary
location for the sector from erstwhile N2.6 billion
2007, to a whopping sum of N10.6 billion (including
supplementary budget of N3, 810,000). The result
that all the eightecn secondary schools and indeed,
e A.D. Rufa'i College of Legal and Islamic Studies
e wearing a new look and a new lease of existence.
In its efforts to ensure that students are provided
th the necessary facilities and enabling ground for
fective learning, the government ordered the
irchase of 17,000 double decker beds, mattresses
d blankels to augment the existing one, while
out 15,000 broken ones were contracted out for
aairs, all of which have all been distributed to the
1oals. Similarly, Hinterland Furniture Factory was
rchased by the government to ensure that
Atinuous supply of furniture to all secondary schools
suaranteed. The government doubled the amount
feeding students as well as for the day-to-day
ninistration of the various schools across the state.
imilarly, considering the dearth of relevant text
ks as well as the poverty levels in the socicty
ich cannat allow parents to properly cater for their
Idren's learning needs, the state government

chased millions of lext bouks at the cost of N2

billion. These are being distributed to all the existing
government secondary schools in the state. Laboratory
chemicals worth N59 million has also been procured
for science students.

Moreover, the government has fully paid the NECO
and WAEC fees for 21, 000 graduating students from
the government-owned secondary schools in the state.
And to ensure non-interruption of studies, all the
secondary schools in the state have been provided with
standby generators for supply of power as well as a
borehole, fully equipped with overﬁead tank to ensure
continuous power and potable water supply.

In its own wisdom, the state government introduced
the concept of married women secondary schools which
has gained the approval of the community. One of such
schools is being established in each of the six emirates
of Bauchi, Katagum, Misau, Jama'are, Ningi and Dass.
The government is also in the process of rebounding
eight earlier de-boarded secondary schools in Roso,
Burra, Dambam, Itas, Udubo, Giade and Katagum,
Moreover, due to the dearth of teachers, the Yuguda
administration immediately employed 1,000 new
graduates and 200 retired teachers to the teachers’ pool
in the secondary schools.

The Yuguda administration also places high premium
on tertiary education. The concern for the quality such
as education in the three tertiary institutions of College
of Education Azare, Abubakar Tatari Ali Polytechnic
and A.D. Rufa'i College for Legal and Islamic Studies
made the administration quickly devise means of
improving them. The A.D Rufa'i College of Legal Studies
for instance, evacuated and contracted for its complete
renovation was awarded at more than N2 billion.

Similarly, a lecture hall at the College of Education,
Azare, was rehabilitated  offered while dilapidated
hostels were renovated for female students.

Of significance is the approval by the government for
the new salary structure for all staff of the tertiary
institution to place them on CONTISS salary structure.
This is complemented with a 20 percent increase in rent
and meal subsidy to the staff of the three tertiary
institutions. The administration also employed thirty
additional stalf for the College of Education Azare and
29 staff for A.D. Rufa'i College for Legal Studies.
Mareover, 15 assistant lecturers were employed for the
Tatari Ali Polytechnic to boost it's academic staff
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requirements. A total of twelve new buses and cars
were also distributed to three institutions.

In furtherance of its determination to ensure that
education was placed on a sound footing, the
government initiated oversees training for indigenes
af the state which will help in the near future, boost
the socio-economic well being of the state. One of
such programmes was the sponsorship of twenty
young female indigenes to study medicine in Egypt.
Another set of twenty young men and women were
sponsored to study piloting and aeronaulic
engineering in the Unites States. Moreover, similar’
numbers of persons are now being trained in industrial
welding at Sapele.

The government is commitled to the establishment
of a state owned university. So far, a committee has
been constituted to study ecarlier reports submitted
and  recommended the hastening of . the
implementation process for the state university, while
the Nigerian University Commission,NUC, has given
approval for the commencement of the award of
degree at the College of Education, Azare.

Considering the difficulties students face in terms of
secondary schools examinations and subsequent
university placements, the government after duly
paying all the NECO/WAEC fees for all the graduating
students in government-owned secondary schools,
also designed a programme where all qualified
candidates will be offered admission in Nigerian
Universities, This programme is being implemented
under the state agency for women and youth
rehabilitation and development (BAYWARD).

There is no gainsaying the fact that the face of
education occupies a special position in the heart of
the state governor. Indication of this was the recent
decision he took to go back to the class-room. Today,
he combines his office routine with that of the
classroom which deservedly qualifics him as a genuine
promoter of educational standards and quality. His
good intention and actions of his administration will
expectedly combine to actualise the dream of Bauchi
State asbeing al the forefront of the educational sector
in Nigeria
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Bauchi establishes power pmg%ct

From Muhammad Abubakar,
Bauchi

THE Bauchi State government
has approved the establishment
of the Yankari power project as
part of efforts to solve the power
problem in the state.

Addressing newsmen
Wednesday, Commissioner for
Higher Education who oversees
the Ministry of Information, Cap-
tain Bala Jibril said the 110 mega
watt expected to be generated was
more than enough for the state.

“The project is expected to
generate 110 MW of electricity
which is more than the reguire-
ment of the state. Hence the excess
would be sold to the Power Hold-
ing Company of Nigeria, thereby
generating additional revenue for
the state. It is also envisaged that
upon completion it will attract
huge economic activities in the
state,” he said

The commissioner said the
government had also approved

- the establishment of a Debt Man-

agement Agency which would be

charged with the responsibility of

maintaining an accurate data base
of internal and externe! loans for
effective planning and accurate
forecast of debt servicing.

He said the agency when estab-
lished would advise government
on debt repayment, refinancing,
restructuring and develop capac-
ity to access funds to finance
infrastructure and other needs.

He said a bill for the establish-
ment of the agency would socon
be forwarded to the state House
of Assembly for passage into law.
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QDAY, Lo Nigeru, a coun-
4 I Iry thal Eirmlux‘u:?lwn million

barrels of oil a day, and has the
seventh largest oil reserve in the world.

“Bul, according to the United Nations
(UN), the poverty rale in Nigeria has gone
up from ‘ig pur cent to 76 per cent over the
last 13 years.”

Mrs Hillary Clinton, US Secretary of State,
made the remark at a Town Flall Meeting
jointly organised by the Transition Mon-
toring Group (TMG) and US Mission in
Nigeria, during her recent visit to the coun-
try.

Besides, Prof. Charles Soludo, the imime-
diate past Governor of the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN), was once quoted as say-
ing that more than 60 per cent of people
living in the northern part of the country
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By Sanl Adamu

live below the UN-prescribed poverty line.
Experls say that there is also a direct cor-
relation between the level of education of
a people and their living standard.
his, perhaps, underscores the concern
expressed by the World Bank on the pov-
erty and literacy situation in Nigeriz, es-

£

Northern Nigeria remains, and represents
the only place in the world with the highest
number of children not going to school...
There is equally high unemployment rate,
near total collapse of infrastructure, virtual
absence of new investments
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pecially in the North. The CBN says in one
of its reports that ” Northern Nigeria re-
mains, and represents the only place in
the world with' the highest number of chil-
dren nol going to school.”

President Umaru Yar'Adua expressed
similar concern at the last Northern Nige-
rian EFconomic Summit held in October,
2008 in Abuja.

Yar'Adua described the poverly and lil-
eracy situalion in some parts of the North
as not only “worrisome, but shameful.’

He said: “'In some of these stales, there is
equally high unemployment rale, near Lo-
lall collapse of infrastructure, virtual ab-
sence of new investments, while practi-
cally all the states depend essentially on
revénue aceruing from the federation ac-
count. \

Particularly worrisome is the statistics re-
leased by the African Economic Research
Consorlium (AERC) that listed Bauchi,
Jigawa and Yobe among slates with the
worst poverly indices in Nigeria. This
underscares the decision by Governor lsa
Yuguda of Bauchi State 1o elevate the
stale's puverty alleviation agency 1o a full-
pledged ministry, To complement the de-
cision, the administrativn also established
an agency for Youlh and Wemen Reha-
bilitation ‘and Development, as part of el-
forls 1o facilitale the provision of skills ac-
quisilion and educational intervention
pragrammes o all unemployed youths and
wamen in the stale.

A census of unemployed youths and
women was also conducled o ascertain
the number of jubless youths requiring
rovernment’s intervention across the 20
k‘lL‘.ll governmenl arcas of the state.

Available records show that no lewer
than 480,000 \lnvmploycd youths, in dire
need of such inlervention, were registered
during the census exercise. The anli-pov-
erly measures introduced by the adminis-
tration, according lo-observers, appear to
be yielding resulls.

The administration says il has provided
gaindul employment oppurtunities Lo more

than 30,000 hitherlo jobless youths and
wamen wilhin the last two years, To en-

Betdiey e pudchidsing powet ub s citizcns
and stimulate macro-cconomic growih,
the adwministration says it has disbursed
over N5OOm interest-free loans 1o arlisans
and local traders to boost their businesses,
which invariably will reduce poverty in
the state,

To complement the etfort, the stale gov-
ernment says it has also mereased budg-
elary allocation to the poverly alleviation
sector in the last two years.

Alhaji Garba Dahiry, the Commissioner
for Cooperatives and Poverty Alleviati
acknowledges the feat achieved by 1
ministralion in the areas of povertly alle-
viation and youth empowerment.

Dahiru says the administration has so
far spent more than N17b oun the execo-
tion of various poverty alleviation pro-
gramunes, youth and women rehabilitation
and development schemes in the last 24
months.

“Youth and women empowermenl, as
well as poverty alleviation are top on the
5-point agenda of the Yuguda adininis-
tration.

“This explains why the administration
is spending between 10 per cent and 15
per cenl nlbilb annual budgel on poverly
alleviation, youth and women empower-
menl.

In 2008, the state budgetied NY8b out ol
which more than N9.8b was spent on the
poverly alleviation programme, youth and
women empowerment. This year, we have
budgeted N78.0b oul of which more than
N7.8b is being spent on poverty allevia-
tion, youth and women empowerment
programmes.

“When you add up these figures, you
will realise that the adnunistration has
commilled more than NI17.6b 1o poverly
alleviation, youth and women cimpower-
menl programmes in the last two years™.

According lo Dahiru, this excludes other
wpecial inlerventions in the arcas ol vidu-
calion, skills acquisition and Lhe provision
infrastructure in the rural areas
d to enhance the economic status
of rural dwellers, especially youths and
wamen.

The commissioner says that the huge in-
veslmenl in poverly alleviation and youth
empowermant progrannnes was designed
to liberate the youth and womwen from the
shackles of poverly. Te says the strategy
is adopled by the administration Lo dis-
courage the youth from i'n[;.lgmp, mn adls
inimical to the progress and development
of the state and the country.

»Conlinued on Page B3

*Continued from Page B2

= “The slale government, through Lhe
L inistry, is also mobilising and empow-
ring cammunities Lo initiale, plan, part-
Slinance, implement and mainlain devel-
capment projects based on thenr needs
ywith lechnival assistance from the gov-
s emment and other agencies. Our collabo-

Tration wilh international donar agencies
“has started yielding resulls. We have
“trained 100 youths on mocdern bee-keep-
Zing. The beneficiaries were drawn from
#10 selected local governments and the
fremainmg 10 local governments will
¢soon benelit, The project costs the slale
Apovernment N1Om,"” the commissioner
sadded.

4 To add value o this huge investment,
# Dahiru says more than 2}6 leeder roads
ihave been constructed at the cost of
1N32m as part of measures to open up
i the rural arcas, lacililale more economic
Gaclivilies and invariably reduce poverly.
& “The hunul’iln}g communilies cunlrig-
jfuled N27.5m, aflecled local governments
4 N3.8m while the stale governmenl made
."!u b the balance of aboutl N665,000."

i Dahiru says the slale government has
Halso purchased and distribuled more
4 than 1,000 tricyeles lo youths and women
fial highly subsidised rales, as part of ils
§ poverly reduction stratugies.

& According Lo him, the administration
Whas also recruited and trained more than
5,000 unemployed r:ulhﬁ and wonmen
as slreet cleaners and those affecled have
‘been placed on monthly salary.

“We have equally trained more than
2,000 youths on modern farming skills
funderthe Japan-assisled Sassakawa ag-
g ricultural programme. Another balch of
£2,000 youths has also been Irained as
feontract sprayers, each of them gol a
N10,000 take-olf granl, while 50 others
had been sent for an industrial welding
training programme al the Nigerian
{Navy Training School, Sapele, Dell

i
0 B 4 bl R et 0 b3 .

‘Comba

Slale.
“The slate povernmenl has also re-
leased N55Um as parl of its counterparl
funding lor the take-off al the Federal Gov-
ernmenl’s Village Economic Development
Solution Scheme.

“The scheme s being executed through
a lunding ratio of N550m cach by the Fed-
eral and Bauchi Slale governments,”

To further boost Lthe efforls, the state Bov-
ernmenl says il has also disbursed N475m
interest-free loans to 2,930 graduales of
its s acquisilion programme, adding
that the beneficiaries were trained in 3
different trades.

“The Yuguda administralion also spent
over NBSm on the procurement of more
than 2,000 mobile telephone facilities,
which were distributed 1o unemployed
youths and women across the slate, ©

“Each of the beneliciaries gol pre-load
credil of N8,000, N2,000 recharge cards,
a table and an umbrella. 1t is estimated
Lthat each beneliciary will carn a monthly
income of N15,000 Trom the business

“The sum of N92m was also disbursed
Lo more than 4, 585 rural women Lo sel up

r's

tlng pOi}érty in 'Bauchli

small businesses, while 500 women
groups and NGOs were engaged 1o assisl
in mobilising women as part of the hu--
man resource development agenda of Lhe
administration.

“Anolher sel ol 2,000 youlhs were
trained in irrigation and modem fish farin-
ing lechniques as part of elforts o encour-
age youlhs' parlicipation in agricullural
aclivities 1o reduce poverty.”

To bonst the grawth of small-scale entre-
prenceurship, the state povernment says il
has also disbursed N250m to 10 commu-
nily banks lo enable them to trans-

cyeles distribuled Lo youths and women o
have HI‘L"IUY assisled in boosting their ;
businesses.

While observers laud clforts by the £
Yuguda adminis i 3
erly, parlicularly among youths, ana- #
lysls harp on Lthe need for'the benefici-
aries of such elforts o reciprocale the
huge investment on them by shunning,
anli-social behaviour, drug abuse anc
uther criminalilics, y

This, they say, is the surest way [or the
counlry lo altain the Millennium Devel- |
opment Goals on poverly reduction. |

Adam, is of the News Agency of Ni- i
geria i

ion lo reduce |)L,)\."-

)
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form inlo (ull-fledged micro-finance
banks.

Malam ldris |lassan, a trader al
Wunli Markel, Bauchi metropolis,
lauds the anti-poverly measures in-
troduced by the administration, say-
ing thal theys have succeeded in re-
ducing youth resliveness, drug
abuse and poverty.

Malam Auknmu Muhammed, a laxi
driver in Bauchi, shares IFlassan's
senlimentls.

Muhammed noted that the 500 tri-
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We have equally trained more than 2,000

youths on modern farming skills under the

Japan-assisted Sassakawa agricultural pro-
gramme. Another batch of 2,000 youths have
also been trained as contract sprayers, each of

them got a N10,000 take-off grant, while 50
others had been sent for an industrial welding

training frogramme




The executive Governor of Bauchi, Malam Isa Yuguda put his

administrative acumen to task through maussive recruitment and

empowerment of youths as well as rehabilitating the Yelwa Crisis

victims displaced a year ago by mercenaries and thugs working

under the fugade of religious bigotry, as reported by AG1 ONDA

who visited the area recently.

y the time he
assumed office as
the  exceulive
governor of the
slate in May 2007, Bauchi
wits nolorious for 5-m|l|1
violence, hostility and
palitical thaggery, such
Uit hardly would a4 week
pass, without record of

Dloodshied, arson and

looling I).’lll,lﬂ\“ulll:ultIU:--:'.
the stale b fact, so mtense
was the tension that the

scenarto led o an exodus
ol visitors who had come
Lo do business in the North
Fastern stale

The governor who had
understudied the situation
and packaged anenduring
agenida tor dealing with the
croding value system anud
socio-cconomie sqgialorin
the state, prior Lo his
enwerpeie as Hhe chief
crochlive, quickly
deployed his cnergy to
the malaise through
sive recrnitment of the

army ol }'\nll!u most ol
whaom had conseripted

themselves  into the
infamous  Sarvasuha or
political  thugs,  and

branded them Spider Web.
The Spider Web is the
stale’s securily oul-fil
similar in intent and
tunction to the civil defence
corps; and are found at
strategie g(\v"rnmcul
establishments and
agencies, complimenting
the police and ather
security agents in the drive
of the state government to
combat  erime  and
criminality. So  far,
according to our [indings,
over 30,000 of the youths
are functionally engaged
in this and other
empowerment adivities of
the government; with far-
reaching dividends
accruing Lo them, and with
spontaneous harmony and
tranguility ~ _ being
experienced in the state of
tourism and hospilality.
Malam Maigari Khana,
the Governor’s Director of
Media and Public Affairs
told LEADERSHIP that,
apart from providing
adequale incentives in the

“form of prompt salary and
allowances, “the guys are

well kited in the best form

<of sceurity attire, with the

best form of training by a
securily consultancy firm

hired by the government of

L ——————————

Malam Yuguda Lo brace
them for the challenges of
prace and harmony in the
slate”.

These etforts, which are
being complimented by
huge investments in
Liuman capacity and peace
building activities of
Covernor Yuguda began to
work miracles as the once
volatile stale once again
resurrected  from  the
mantra of bloodletting to
the toga ol inspiration

under.  the amiable
Bn\'l'l'“llr.
Peace, which was a

phantasmagoria at the tail
end of the Ahmed Muazu-
led administration
surtaced once again; and
the visitors who had fled al
the wake of the near-
internecine that greeted the
change of baton from the
I'eople’s Democratic
Party[PDP]to the ruling All
Nigeria People’s (ANPP),
returned in droves,

But barely seven months
into the celebration of
change, Malam Yuguda's
rebuilding process was
punctua ted by the
intriguing sectarian crisis
in Yelwa, a sub urban town
located inthe southern part
of the state, thus bringing
the povernor’s
administrative shrewdness
to task once again.
LEADERSHIP learnt that
the December 11, 2007
crisis which occurred
following a  minor
disagreement had its origin
in the bottled -up tension
between the supporters of
the ousted PDP and the
ruling  ANPP, and
manifested dimensionally
as a religious crisis.

But unlike what Joshua
Dariye would do in the
evenls preceding the state
of emergency imposed on
Plateau in 2004, Malam
Yuguda literally cancelled
his planned Hajj, trip to
Mecca and headed back to
Bauchi, to address the
inferno in the state. Within
seconds, he deployed the:
security forces to quell the
crisis and douse the
internal heat that was
triggered by the lingering

re-

_anjmpsity, Immgdjate calm

and peace wag resjpred to
the troubled areas of Yelwa
and environs.

Beyond this prompt
intervention, however, the

machinery for linding the
remote and immediate
causes of the violence for
lasling mitigation of the
negative vices was also set
up by the governor, alteran
on -the —spot visit Lo the
scene  of  the  crisis.
Consequently, a
rehabilitition conunitice
headed by Hon. Yusul
Tanko Lrutse, the State
Commissionet for
Apriculture wils
inaugurated. Included in
the terms of reference of the
committee  was  the
assessment of the human
and material loses with the
view Lo devising 4
comprehensive
rehabilitation programme
for the victims.

These included  the
destroyed or damaged
houses and structures
during the violenee, which
included cars, motor bikes,
cte. The committee would
also provide consumables
such as food stulf and
clothing to those whose
houses  were  burnt.
According to Hon. Tanko
Dutse who spoke to
LEADERSHIP afler a visil
Lo the rehabilitation siles,
“The Yelwa programme is
the most articulate,
CUn]Pl'L‘hL‘HSIVl! (ll'ld most
decisive effort ever pul in
place by any governmentin
Nigeria”. In all, according
lo LEADERSHIP findings,
385 houses and several
vehicles worth millions of
naira were razed by the
hoodlums who capitalised
on the crisis to unleash
havoc on the unsuspecting
residents.

Interestingly, all of the
houses involved have been
rebuilt from foundation to
roof, awaiting formal hand-
over to their original
owners, with the victims
expressing gratitude to

Malam Yuguda tor
demonstrating  large-
heartedness and for

showing his milk of human
kindness. At Tsakani,
Kagadama, Anguwan
Cashew and Tudu, areas
mostly affected by the
inferno, all the houses
destroyed. have, been
recongtiugted . . with
standard maerials:. .
Similarly, all the vehicles
damaged or destroyed have
cither being repaired or
replaced by the governinent

= Governor Isa Yugudu of Bauchi State

as a healing balm for
cemenling relationship in
the area. Aside from that,
reliel materials have been
provided alongside wel fare
packagges to the victims. In
the words of Jibrin
Hussein, head of Tsakani
village whose house (BASG
No. 182) has already been
rebuilt, although the crisis
was most unfortunate, the
house  rchabilitation
exercise which came as a
fallout of the violence is a
huge relief to the victims,
most of whom were living
in mud houses before the
escalation of hostilities.
“We are eternally gratefully
to His Excellency for this
wonderful job, heis a peace
maker and a bridge
builder”, the Mai
Anguwan Tsakani who
spoke in Hausa said with
tears of joy flowing down
his dark eyes.

In affirmation, John
Mogana, a 46 year old Mai
Anguwan Kagadama
described the
rehabilitalion exercise as
unique and laudable. He
said al first he almost lost
the sense of belonging
following the violent clash
in his domain but came fo
hisi semses: when, the
governor deployed his men
{o the village and starled
massive rehabilitation
i there. He

acknowledped the timely
intervention ol the
povernor through relief
materials, food and
clothing, and expressed
the hope that with the kind
disposition af the state
governmenl, peace will no
longer elude the people of
the area. “We suffered
severe losses in human and
malerial investments bul
now we are getting these
behind us because of His
Excellency’s concern for
our plight’, Mogana stated.

Mogana's optimism and
expression of gratitude was
corroborated by Rev.

Charles Yohanna,
Overseer of Faith Revival
Chapel who told

LEADERSHIP that, by the
promptand practical sleps
Malam Yuguda has taken
in building peace in the
state, Bauchi is gradually
becoming a home to all,
irrespective of religious,
sectional or ethnic leaning.
‘1 find his approach to
peace and harmony very,
very unique. Isa Yuguda s
reaily a gift to Bauchi and
indeed the Nigerian
people’, Rev. Yohanna
said,t ' ¢ F o1 ror oy
‘But the'Yelwa crisis is ot
‘the;" ‘only. flashpoint
receiving ‘the attention of
the Bauchi stale
government. Tanko Dutse
whose mandale also covers

the entire state revealed
that, arcas such as Ningi
and Shira which carlieron
experienced the doses ol
violent skirmishes are
similarly receiving the

poodwill and assistance of
the ANPP-led government,
through the rehabilitation
of destroyed properties,
with over 90 per cent of the
work completed.
Already, according Lo
him, with the Bauchi State
Independent Power Project
being articulaled, plans are
under way to collaborate
with Aliko Dangote who is
already willing to site one
of his numerous Spaghetti
factories in Bauchi with a
view fo further arresting the
army of the unemployed
youths in the state. Again,
the Bauchi Meat Factory,
which was left comatose
for years under ex-
governor Ahmed M'uazu,
has been revived and
rejuvenated by governor
Yuguda for greater
productivity, he said.
LEADERSHIP learnt that
the company has resumed
the supply of meal and
meat  by-products - to
neighboring stales with a
deal with South Africa
running info millions of
.naira for conslant
production and supply of
meat to that country @



Page 9

.hu e
ake

TUSTEt)

JUBEC glves N2.6bn to

he government has
released  N2.6 bil
lion 1o 19 stales as

reward lor good perfor-
mance in the administration
of  basic  cducation
programme in their states.
But it threatened 1o pun-
ish states that collect lev-
ies in primary schools de-
seribing the act as illegal
and a violation of the Uni-
versal Basic Education Act
and State Laws.
A government document

I!y Ruby Rabiu I

(lh'.:lll!cd by Duaily Trust
showed that the govern-
ment through UBEC gave
Kaltsina, the best perform-
ing state, N700 million,
while Oyo and Adamawa
got N400 million and N300
million respectively for
caming second and third.

The FCT, Gombe, Kano,
Anambra, Ondo, and Riv-
ers states got N100 million
cach for being the best

UBE performing stales in
their various geo-political
zones.

Niger, Bauchi, Kebbi,
Abia and LRIl stales got
N70m each for emerging
sccond, and Kogi, Taraba,
Zamfara, Ebonyi, and Ogun
States got N50m each, af-
ter coming third in perfor-
mance.

performance

Meanwhile, the Exceu-
live Secretary of UBEC, Dr.
Ahmed Modibbo, at a meet-
ing with chairmen of State
UBECs in Abuja, has said
that all illegal levies in pri-
mary and junior secondary

schools were a violation of
the UBE Act and State
laws,

He said either the Chair-
men took steps to check
the illegal operations of
school heads they would

19 states for good

be held responsible for the
illegal acts.

Meanwhile, government
in collaboration with seven
West African countries,
and development partners
yesterday announced that
about estimated 25 million
children under the age of
five years will be targeted
for the Oral Polio
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Bauchi constructs N150m silos

THE Bauchi State Government
has earmarked N150 million for
the construction of three ultra

modern grain silos, as part of

efforts to boost agricultural activ-
ities in the stale.

The Commissioner for Agri-
culture, Alhaji Tanko Dutse,
disclosed this on Thursday in
Bauchi.

He said the silos would be
constructed under joint part-
nership between the State Agri-
cultural  Development  Pro-
gramine (BSADP), National
Food Reserve Agency (NFRA)
and Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

“I'he state government in col-
laboration NFRA and MDGs are
constructing three community
warchouses in various parts of
the state.

“Bach of the silo will cost
about N50 million,” Dutse said,
adding that the measure was to

enhance agro-processing and
preservation technology in the
state.

The commissioner said the
jiederal Government through
BSADPE, distributed mini metal
and bricks silos, each with one
and two tonnes capacily Lo the
farmers at a subsidised rale.

He said that the state govern-
ment had also spent over N36
million for the training of agri-
cultural extension workers on
modern farming, agricultural
preservation and agro-processing
techniques.

He said the (raining was pro-
vided in collaboration with the
(nternational Institute for Tropi-
cal Agriculture (IT'TA) and a US-
based institution, Purdue Uni-
versity.

“The training programme is
aimed at improving the capacity
of the extension workers Lo impart
relevant knowledge and skills in

the farmers.

“Government is adopting new
technology for boosting ugricul-
tural productivity in the stale,)
Tanko said.

He said that  governmeut
would also set up a moniloring
and evaluation unil to ensure
effective implementation of the
agricultural extension services
in the 20 local government arcas
across the state.

The government had paid
N140 million as ils counter
part funding to the Japanese
Sasalkawa-assisted Agricultural
Development Project in the
stale, .

More than 10, Q00 farmers
and 2, 000 contract sprayers had
so far been trained on modern
[arming techniques, fertiliser
and chemical application under
the programme, while 150 exten
sion workers were recruited,

(NAN).
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Yuguda Rel eases N1.6bn for Hand Pumps

auchi - stine bnvumu Isat
Yugudi, has cleased N6
billion [or construction of 100
hand pumps and boreholes in
il conmunities, as part of (he
administation’s commituent o
provision of potable water.,

Disclosing this o newsnicn in
aninterview  in o Bauchi,
Commissioner— for Local
Government Allairs, Alhaji 1dris
Halilu, said the project, 1o be exe-
cuted inall the 20 local govern-
ment areas ol the stale, were being
handled by a Chinese firm.

Halilu said — N337 7million,
representing 40 per cent counter-
part Tunding by the local govem-
ment had been released o the
fin, with i charge that it executes
the project to specilication.

He said his ministry had pur-
chased  educational — materials
worth more than NOS6 million lor
the  State  Universal  Basic
Lducation Board (SUBLEDR) as
part ol ellons o promote ellec-
live leaming wd improve the
standard of education in the state.

He said the Mmmw also pur-

BAUCHI
From Segun Awofuadeji

in lianchi

chased seven Hilux Vim at N34.9
million for distiibution o all the
six inspectorate offices, (o fucili-
e cllective monitaring, of the
local government council w
adding that another thiee vehic

had been purchised e NIS mil-
lion and releised (o the Auditor —
General of Local Government, 1o
lacilitae anditing ol the councils’
account,

Halilu said more Hhilux Vans
would be purchased for priniry
healtheire co-ordinating unils
across the state, adding that “ihe
administration places high preni-
umon health and well being ol its
people.”
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Bauchi Govt to Establish

- =

N60bn Heart Care Centre

Bauchi State Government plans to establish a N6O billion
learl care centre, as part of measures (o control cardiace dis-
1 ease in the area. Gov. lsa Yuguda made the announcenient
G Sunday in Bauchi while addressing the staie’s 3,600
intending pilgrims o this Hajj. According 1o a NANA
report, ee said government had signed an MOU with a
Gaudi-bused NGO, Islamic Reliel Organization (IRO), lor
e execution of the praject, expected to cosl about 40 mil-
lion dollars. ™ We have already signed an agreement with the
NGO to facilitate the successful tuke-ofl ol the project.
“The centre will enhance the treatment of patients who have
cardiae disease. The measure is part of the administration’s
drive to improve health care delivery in the state," he added.
Yuguda said government, in collaboration with anuther
Saudi-based NGO, Al-Basar Foundation, had also estab-
lished an ulira modern eye centre in Banchi.
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Bauchi Crigig -

Swﬂay'ﬁam Nt
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U i TR reeent  seckarin
crisis in Bauchi Slalg
- should not betagsed ey

eligions tisis, as e socls wee
only fghting foriceol i
POSILONS wilhin thoir sop

This was the view expressid
by e Chief fnyam of Bauchi
Slale, Sheildy Mulwoimad B,
Al cluring a press by "
al the Emiv of Bagchiy palace
yeslerday.

The intan stecssed that the
Boko Harm sect foughtagain st
the government an securily
agents nol civiliar, addding (ha
the War- poing  on ip
/\i};hnnislan, Lebanon ang

olhers are o l.'inu,ud Wligions

wars, insisling that the sool
wene not fighting against ofher
elipions, :

"We ane not SUPPOLing (hens
or their act; (hepy approach is
wmn,','lhuinﬂuxnfluapl'ul}um
neighbouring states becnse of
the growing economy of (e
stale and™ (e peaceful
atmosphere  withiy the
communitios is at risk due i e
aclivitics of - misereangs in the
slale. A Jor of People know (e
T00f causes of the crisig, Lheir
sponsors and those igniting

1em,” the clorie saj,

He stated  (hat it was
disheartening (o blame
sovernment for (he Crisis,
adding  that (e slale
governent had given youhs
the Opportunity to be self
emF!oqu by training them i
dilferent gki acquisition
Programimes angd siving them
Lake-off prans,

The imam disclosed that
ml1ac(:Flhcyuul.hql‘mdmisu:u’l
the SPpartunity piven 1o the,
anclhad chasen (6 be waywand,
e advised panenis o bring
their chin‘Jren and wards
properlyg
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* Gouw. Isa Yuguda

Kafin Zaki'
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Il Benefit

Bauchi And Yobe

States

Why the controversy? How feasible is
the Kafin Zaki Dam project?

The Kalin Zaki Dam is an agricultural
project which is part of federal
povernment’s desive to harness our water
resources. This project has been on since
the sixties, [ was conceived alter an ariel
study done by some American groups.
That location K.lh‘ been found to be ideal
fora dam which is poing to be the biggest
in Africa. It has a river which meanders
overalength of over 1, 300 Kilometres with
origin in Plateau State, and mnpliur; mto
the Nguru wetlands and eventually into
the Lake Chad. Between the watershed
and the daim is just about 70 kilomet
The stakeholders include Platean, Yobe,
Jigawa and Bauchi which is the major
stakehuolder because 90 per cent of the river
meandersin the state.

Alter the location of the proposed dam,
there are many other rivers. So the
argument that when the dam s
constructed there will be insulficient waler
downstream doesn't stand. As | said,
between the watershed and the dam is
about 70 Kilometres, Also the bulk of the
water that emplies into the Nguru
wotlands is after the Kafin Zaki Dam, not

Gov Yuguda

before it More prominent among those
rivers are the Bagauda and Tiger rivers
both coming from Kano State.

These twao rivers constilute six per cenl
of the walers of the Kafin Zaki River. You
willalso be shocked to know that only one
per centof the water that empties info the
Nguru wetlands comes from the Kafin
Zaki source. This is to let you know that
the whole thing is a political issue. The
whole problenis generated by politicians
and those pmlcaxmnals who are not only
unethical bul feed fat on misinforming the
public. For the politicians, they are making
a mountain out of the issue because they
muay not have anything to deliver to their
people. So they have to make a lot of noise
about the water project. [am sure if they
gel to know that only one per cent of the

water that emplics into the Nguru
wellands comes from the Kali Zaki source,
they won't challenge somebody who
wanls lo construct that dam for the bencfit
of the affected people and Nigerians in
general,

Right now if you go there, the dam is
dried up. Itis nn]y \\T;« n the rains resume
in June that the river starts flowing. But
when the dam is constructed, the entire

streteh of the river will have irrigation
canals. You also have close 1o about 150,
0000 hectares of arable land and the
beneficiaries are going to include farmers
in Yobe State.

Right now wild grasses have grown in
the Nguru wetlands; siltation has caten
up all the fertile lands that are supposed
to be put to use after the dam has been
constructed. Once the dam is constructed,
the wild grasses have to go; the siltation
has to go.

The Lake Alo in Maiduguri has deniced
Lake Chad four per cent of the water that
emplies intoit. Therelore if Borno State can
construct that dam to provide water for
irrigation for its indigenes, how can you
ask Bauchi people whose river is giving
only one per cent waler Lo the Nguru
wellands not to do their dam which is
going to create over Imillion jobs and
produce over a million lons of rice, wheat
and sugar cane annually? The dam is also
going to produce 60 megawalts of
clectricity through the by-products of the
sugar cane that will be produced.

Ifyou go to Savana Sugar today, you will
see the wonders that Dangote has done.
He is producing six megawatls from the
cane he is producing. The entire villages
there have been electrified.

Infact we are talking of between Sbillion
to 10 billion naira economic incomes
coming oul of Kafin Zaki Dam which we
want to deny ourselves,

Besides, all the affected states are going
to benefit from the project. A lot of farming
activities are going tospring up. We plan
to set up a public-private partnership
between the federal government, the state
povernment and the Dangote Group. We
cannot shy away from humussing our
agricultural potential to grow the Nigerian
economy by selting up a small scale
industry and then large scale industry like
it happened in other developed cconomies
Thal will reduce the contribution of
agriculture lo the GDP so that at a certain
time, we will havea large part of your GDP?
being contributed by industry. Bul for now
itis agriculture,

Haven't you sat down with the
opponents of the dam to clear some of
these issues?

We haven't sat down l:mdd ress Lhe issue.
By the time Tand the governor of Yobe State
sit down to address the problem, all the
misunderstanding and the misgivings
will be cleared. Tsay this because there are
many people benefitting from making
noise aboul the project. They are lL‘IIillg
them fiction rather than facts. Bul we have
the facts and the realities on hand.
Already,  environmental  impact
assessment studics have been conducted
by the federal and state governments and
the consultants are registered with the
Federal Ministry of Environment. We have
a lot of satellite images, in fact we do the
studies from space o look at how a dam
construction can affect an environment.
Thercfore the entire hullabaloo about the
dam construction will die down by the
time wesit down.

Why is it taking too long to engage other
governors on the issue?

There is supposed Lo be a public
discourse about lfw projectin Bauchi, Yobe
and probably Jigawa and Yobe stales so
that everybody can come and say what
lfn-y wanl. The facts, of the study will be
made available and during the public
hearing, if you have your facts you can
challenge the study. We are at that level
now and 1 believe once that is done, it will
be over. | believe that the key thing is
dmu-mn_;, the issue with my u\”l..i;’ut"-

| thought that my colleagues were very
much posted on the cconomics of the
project, so L dido’t have to bother myself
silling with them. But from what I'm
reading in the papers, it looks like they
have been misinformed. However, | think
they should take me as a befter and more
credible source ol information s that they

can take an informed decision on behall
of their people than any other source
Besides, Lam partof the North East; Lam
part of Nigeria and | love f\w;,'\um |
wouldn't wantany project that will short
change our neighbours or that will bring,
hardship to them. it is not a project that
will benefit all comuonities that are
slakcholders, we will cancel it

Have the feasibility studies of the dam
been concluded?

It has been concluded and submitted to
the Ministry of Environment, The Federal
Ministry of Agriculture has also
appointed another consultant whom |
think has already completed his report
and submitted his report to the Ministry
of Lnvironment. What renains now is for
us 1o have the stakeholders” open farum
where the L’Lm.llllln;,hl.lllswﬂl sy what
l|'|L‘\/ want tosay. So once that is done, we
will move ahead. 1 think we should be more
serious, In some countries of the Middle
East today, the soils have already been
burnt out and can no longer grow
anything. So they have to goto the far Fast
Lo partner with the punlm ol those
couniries Lo grow food. This is also
happening in some parts ol Europe, Bul
there is no soil in Nigeria that cannol grow
foud. But you see the human beings that
God has planted in Nigeria are anti-
development. We are enemies of our future
generclions.

Any message lo opponents of the dam?

I would like 1o use this opportunity 1o
appual lomy brother, the povernor ot Yobe
Slate, to calm down. In due course, | anm
going to sit with him to discuss the issue
and I wantto assure him that what is bad
for his people is bad for me because his
peopleare mine. Again what is bad for my
people and his people is also bad for
Nigeria. In any case the people of Yobe
and Bauchi states are going to be the
greatest beneficiaries of the Kafin Zaki
Dam and Nigeria as a nation will be better
forit. There will be job guarantces for aboul
a million familics in Bauchi and Yobe
states. They will feed three times a day and
have enough income to send their children
Lo school and fulure generations will be
born in riches because they will grow up
to meet factories, medium and large scale
industries that are exporting. So the future
peneration will meetan industrial age, not
anagrarian age anymorc.e

L€

In any

case the people of
Yobe and Bauchi State are
going to be the greatest
beneficiaries of the Kafin
Zaki Dam and Nigeria as
a nation will be better for
it. There will be job
guarantees for about a
million families in Bauchi
and Yobe states. They will
feed three times a day and
have enough income to
send their children to
school 2

e




Yinlawi Games Reserve in
vi State is 1o be upgraded toan
wtional tourist resort Uhis year.
£, Steven Taruna, the ollicer
wpe of the reserve, made this
Lo journalists on Iriday in
i,

¢ said that the reserve had
red hundreds of visitors in the
w dlays.

Haruna said that the visitors,
including loreigners, came Lo enjoy
the New Year holiday at the reserve
with their friends, spouses and chil-
dren.

Cundreds of visitors came 1o
Yanlari Ganes Reserve to celebrate
the New Year,

“Phese visitors came from
within and outside the country

and the number of foreigners was
encouraging. Therelore, there is
the need (o upgrade the status of
the reserve;” he said.

Haruna said that Kabo  Air
Company brought the tourists 1o
the veserve, adding thatan execulive
of the company, Alhaji Abdulkadir
Dan-Kabo, expressed satisfaction

et s ditensE
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with the reserve’s [acilities and
noted that the tourists enjoyed
their stay.

e said that the Bauchi State
Government would upgrade the
reserve’s facilities so international
He said that the patron-
age of loreign tourists would boost
the state’s economy, while facilitat-
ing the listing ol the reserve as a
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Tuesday, January 5, 2010

g

pood tourist destinadion in Alvica

andin the world in general.

Hlorts Lo revamp the reserves
Facilities and structure
ing the administation of former
Guovernor Ahmed Muazua,

The current  administration
ol Governor Isa Yapuda has com-
pleted some of the relabilitation
projects. (NAN)
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Baﬁchﬁ to spend N970m

to tackle poverty -

BAUCHI State Government
is to spend N970 million on
various poverty reduction
programes in 2010, an offi-
cia has said.

Alhaji Sanusi Muham-
mad, Special Assistant on
Mediaand Publicity to Goy-
ernor Isa Yuguda, stated this
yesterday inan inlerview
with newsmen in Bauchi.

Mubammad  said  the
money was part of the budg-
elary provisions earmarked
for the States Apency for
Youlth and Women Reha-
bilitation and Development

] (BAYWARD) as contained

in the 2010 states budpgel,

Hesaid the agency, which
was - established by the
administration 1o provide
skills and vocational train-
ing opportunitics to unem-
ployed youths and women
in the state, would be repo-
sitioned — nd — adequalely
funded 1o enable it to dis-
charge its mandate,

According o hin, the
Agency has provided skills
acqusition training to more
than 30,000 unemployed
youths and women in the
slale.

(NAN)
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IM spite of its foreseen treasures, the Kafin Zaki Dam project in Bauchi State has been
severely opposed by neighbouring states especially Yobe whose leaders complain that it
will dry up the Nguru wetlands. In this interview with some journalists in Abuja, Bauchi

State governor Malam Isa Yiguda sheds light on many grey areas, saying he is set to cor-

rect misrepresentations about the project to pave way for the construction work. Excerpts:

By Suleiman M. Bisalla

HY the controversy,
how feasible is the
project?

The Kali-Zaki Dam is an agri-
cultural project which is part
of federal government’s desire
to harness our water resources.
This project has been on since
the sixties. It was conceived afier
an Ariel Study done by some
American groups. That location
has been found to be ideal for a
dam which is going to be the big-
gest in Africa. It has a river which
meanders over a length of over
1, 300 kilometres with origin in
Platcau State, and empties into
the Nguru wetlands and even-
tually into the Lake Chad. Now,
between the watershed and the
dam is just about 70 kilometres.
The stakeholders include Plateau,
Yobe, Jigawa and Bauchi which is
the major stakeholder because 90
per cent of the river meanders in
the state.

After the Jocation of the pro
posed dam, there are mary other
rivers. So the argument thiat when
the dam is constructed there will
beinsufficient water downstream
doesn't stand. As 1 said, between
the watershed and the Dam is
about 70 kiloretres. Also the bulk
of the water that empties into the
Nguru wetlands is after the Kafin
Zaki Dam not before il. More
prominentamong those rivers are
the Bagaudaand Tiger rivers both
coming from Kano State.

These two rivers constitute

@& | thought that
my colleagues

were very much
posted on the
economics of the
project, so | didn't
have to bother
myself sitting with
them. But from
what I'm reading in
the papers, it looks
like they have heen
misinformed.

six per cent of the waters of the
Kmlm ki River. You will also be
shocked to know that only one per
centof the water that empties into
the Ngu:u wetlands comes from
the Kafin Zaki source. This is to
letyou know that the whole thing-
is a political jssue, The whole
problem is generated by politi-
cians and those professionals who
are not only unethical but feed fat
on misinforming the public. For
the paliticians, they are mak-
ing a mountain out of the issue
becanse they may not have any-
thing to deliver to their people. So
they have to make a lot of noise
about the water project. [ am sure
if they get to know that only one
per ceni of the water that empties
into the Nguru wetlands comes
from the Kali Zaki source, they
won'l challenge somebody who
wants to construct that dam for
the benefit of the affected people
and Nigerians in general.

Right now if you go there the
dam is dried up. It is only when
the rains resume in June that the
river starts flowing. But when the
dam is constructed, the entire
stretch of the river will have irri-
gation canals. You also have close
to about 150, 0000 hectares of
arable land and the beneficiaries
are going to include farmers in
Yohe State.

Right now wild grasses have
grown in the Nguru wetlands;
siltation has eaten up all the fer-
tile lands that are supposed to he
put to use after the dam has been
constructed. Once the damis con-
structed, the wild grasses have to
go; the siltation has to gn.

The Lake Alo in Maiduguri
has denied Lake Chad 4% of the
water that emplies into it. There-
fore if Borno State can construct
that dam to provide water for
irrigation for its indigenes, how
can you ask Bauchi people whose
riveris giving only 1% water to the
Nguru wetlands not to do their
dam which is going to create over
Imillion jobs and produce over
a million tons of rice, wheat and
sugar canc annually. The dam is
also going to produce 60 mega-
walls of clectricity through the
by-products of the sugar cane that
will be produced.

Il you po to Savana Sugar
taday, you will see the wonders
lone. He s pro-
x mepawatts from the

producing. The entire
villages there have been clec
fied.

In fact we

are talking of

once that is done, it will be over. T

e o B T

between 5 billion to 10 billion
naira economic incomes coming
out of Kafin Zaki Dam which we
want to deny aurselves.

Besides, all the affected states
are going to benefit from the
project. Alot of farming activities
are going to spring up. We plan to
set up a Public-Private Partner-
ship between the federal govern-
ment, the state government and
the Dangote Group. We cannot
shy away from harnessing our
agricultural potentials to grow
the Nigerian economy by set-
ting up small scale industry and
then large scale industry like it
happened in other developed
economies. That will reduce the
contribution of agriculture to the
GDP so that at a certain time, we
will have alarge part of your GDP
being contributed by industry.
But for now it is agriculture.

aven’t you sat down
with the opponents of
the dam to clear some

of these issues?

Wehaven't sat down to address
the issue. By the time I and the
governor of Yobe State sit down to
address the problem, all the mis-
understanding and the misgivings
will be cleared. I say this because
there are many people benefit-
ting from making noise about
the project. They are telling them
fiction rather than facts. But we
have the facts and the realities on
hand. Already, an environmental
impact assessment studies have
been conducted by the federal
and state governments and the
consultants are registered with the
federal ministry of environment.
We are living in a knowledge age.
We havealotof satellite images; in
fact we do the studies from space
to look at how a dam construc-
tion can affect an environment.
Therefore the entire hullabaloo
about the dam construction will
die down by the time we sit down.

by is it taking too
A/ long to engage the
? other governors on

theissue?

There is supposed to be a pub-
lic discourse about the project in
Pauchi, Yobe and probably Jigawa
and Yobe States so that everybady
can come and say what he wants,
The facts of the study will be made
available and during the publi
hearing, if you have y(;ur f
you can ch. e enge the study. We
are al that level now and I believe

]
b
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, Others are mi
bout Kafin-Zaki Dam -Gov Yuguda

believe thal the key thing is dis-
cussing the issue with my col-
leagues.

1 thought that my colleagues
were very much posted on the
economics of the project, so 1
didn't have to bother myself sit-
ting with them. But from what
I'm reading in the papers, it looks
like they have been misinformed.
However, I think they should take
me as a better and nore credible
source of information so that they
can take an informed decision on
behalf of their people than any
other source.

Besides, 1am part ofthe North
East; I am part of Nigeria and 1
love Nigeria. | wouldn't want any
project that would short-change
our neighbours or that will bring
hardship to them. If it is not a
project that will benefit all com-
munities that are stakeholders, we
will cancel it

as the feasibility studies
4 of the dam been con-
cluded?

It has been concluded and
submitted to the ministry ol envi-
ronment. The Federal Ministry
of Agriculture has also appointed
another consultant whom I think
has already completed his report
and submitted his report to the
ministry of environment. What
remains now is for us to have the
stakeholders” open forum where
the benefitting states will say what
they want to say. So once that is
done, we will move ahead, 1 think
we should be more serious. In
some countries of the Middle

2
I
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East today, the soils have already
been burnt out and can no longer
grow anything. So they have to go
to the Far East to partner with the
people of those cuuntries to grow
food. This is also happening in
some parts of Europe. But there
is no soil in Nigeria that cannot
grow food. But you see the human
beings that God has planted in
Nigeria arc anti development. We
are encmies of our future genera-
tions.

ESSAGE to opponents
of thedam?
I would like to use

this opportunity to appeal to my
brother, the governor of Yobe
State to calm down. In due course,
Tam going to sit with him to dis-
cuss theissue and [ want to assure
him that what is bad for his people
is bad for me because his people
are mind. Again what is bad for
my people and his people is also
bad for Nigeria. In any case the
penplc of Yobe and Pauchi State
arcgoing to be the greatest benefi-
ciaries of the Kafin Zaki Dam and
Nigeria as a nalion will be better
for it. There will be job guaran-
tees for about a million families
in Bauchi and Yohe states, They
will feed three times a day and
have enough income 1o send
their children o schooland futu
generations will be born in rich
because they will grow up ta me
factories, medium and g
industries that are exporting
the future generation will meetan
industrial age, notanagrarian ape
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Baucli students prowest
noi payment of allowances

From Uniar Mohanued
Puma Bauchi

auchi state students in
virious tertiory
instlitutions across the

state on Tuesday stormed the
state’s Agency for Youth and
Waomen Rehabilitation
Develoment BAYWARD
demanding for the payment ol
(heir N1O, 000 monthly
allowance. :
Speaking Lo our
correspondets in Bauchi on
the leader ol the students,
Caleh Buba, said the state
government had through
BAYWARD obtained

admissions (or hundreds of

Gon. lw Yuguda

them into some Lertiary
institutions ol the state and
promiscd o pay them the
monthly allowance.

"But we were only paid
once, that was in in October,
2009, There were over S0 of us
in federal Polylechnic, Bauchi,
over 100 in ATBU and 250 at
(he Tatari Ali Palytechnic ,
Bauchi. Now because these
allowances were stopped
some of us lrom poor
backprouds can no longer
continue in school™.

B3ut reacting Lo the siudents
grievances, Director General
of BAY WARD, Prolessor
Musa Maisamari, said the
students misunderstood thal
the allowances were meant

only lor them to stind on their
%

leel.

e elaimed that government
L identificd over 1000 youth
who i ane obastacle or the
other in continucing their
education and provided them
(the assistaance so that they
conld go back o sehool and
be on their own.

MCovernment spent an
average ol N20, (00-N40, 000
for e registration of those
who got admission. TheN10,
000 allawance was meant (o
assist them stand on their fect.
It is a previlege and not a
salary. They mistook the
programme. We can only now
pay the next bateh."
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Bauchi State Battles Malaria

Different people die every day due to one malaria case or the other. RABIU SANI writes on how
one state government is making effort in fighting the scourge.

alam Safiyanu Aminu, a 34-
year-old farmer at Kafin
» B Madaki village of Ganjuwa
/4 Local Guvernment Areca,

\ﬂ\ﬂ.lclji Stale, recently lost his wife. The late
Al

arha, 22, died during child birth.

Adama’s death, however, was was not
much of a surprise to Aminu. This was
because she was bed-ridden for several
months.

Medical records at the Kafin Madaki
General hospital said Adama died of
“acute malarial”.

Aminu is among hundreds of families
who have lostbeloved ones to malaria in
Bauchi and several other parts of the
country.

Caused by a parasite of the genius
plasmodium, four species are said to be
responsible for causing malaria in human
body.

The species are plasmodium falciparum,
plasmuodium vivax, plasmodium ovale and
plasmodium malariac.

Of the quartet, Plasmodium falciparum
iss Lthe commonest specie and accounts for
98 pur cent of the spread of malaria in
Africa.

Medical  experts  say  that
transmission of malaria is done by

hungry female anopheles mosquitoes
infected with the parasite,

Anopheles mosquito, which is mostly
infecled, is active at night and transmits
the parasite into human body after asingle
bite.

Malariaitselfis classified into two main
categories: uncomplicated and severe
malaria.

Uncomplicated malaria has no life
threatening manifestations and presents
symploms such as fever, headache, body
aches, juint pains, vomiting and decreased
appetile.

The second cale
severe malaria, p

the

ory of the dise
ents life threatening
complicalions such as coma, confusion,
prostration, sever winia, jaundice,
convulsion, inability to pass urine,
prilmonary edema and bleeding.

Sialisites from the World Health
isitlion (WHO) show that aboul 140
vouni are exposed e malaria, white
anore ihon 24 willion people are al risk of
i atlack.

’ Do thed badveaen 1.7
TTH AT prerople dicanncaliy Bran ngal
ek, whiie an esti el S sillion
wases of e discase i vecorled yearly
worldwi

Acoord aihe sialistic 5, o fewer than
25 million Afncan wamen and seven
million Nigerian women become preghant
Anaally i malavia endemic arcas, while
aneguarler of pregnant women in Nigg
varry malaia parisite in theie blood during
i naney.
ory year, between X0 and 500 million
new s of malaria infections are
reparted, nearly five fimes as reported
cases of Tuberculosis, THY and AIDS,
Measlos and leprosy combined”, the
ilalislics nay,

Available records also show ihal
cent ol the peaple that visit the he
ey day ed by
theedi i il b

shildhood o atine, 25 [rr G i
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than 649 persons died of malaria between
2007 and 2008,

“This is besides the 253,514 new ca:
of the disease recorded in various health
institutions across the 20 Local
Government Areas of the siate within the
last two years,” the report said.

Worried by this frightening statisti
Bauchi State Government has eniba
v a house C
the peop

Laal
it cotlale
Fedoeral ¢ the kial
Booster Contral Project (MBCY), has
embarked on various measwies i combat
the disease in the state.

Already, the state has established
branches of the Bauchi State Agency for
the Control of HIV andb AlDS,
Tuberculusis, Leprosy and Malacia
(BACATMA), in all s 20 Local
Governments.

The branches are expected to check the
spread of the diseases by prompily
managing any case in their areas.

The state has also introduced
community education and awarencss
campaign to enlighten the populace on
the symptoms of the discases to enable
then join in the figh
wanu Muharmad, the Executive

malaia in the st

Among the stratepics, he said, are the
uwse of cticide Treated Nets (117Ns),
lntermitient Preventive Treatment (11T
and Enhanced Managemeaent of Malaria

He said that the state government had
so far trained more than 90 doctors and
pharmacists to tackle malarial cases, in
addition to 500 care givers.

The Execulive Seeretary said that more

A ST W s astri

The second category of the disease,

Lo
S ook

severe malaria, presents life threatening

-
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than 1.1 million pieces of Long Lasting
Insccticide Mosquitoes Treated Nets
(LLITNs) have been earmarked for
distribution to houscholds in the rural
areas.

Also distributed to the rural arcas are
450, 000 doses of ACT medicine and other
anti-malarial drugs.

Other far-reaching measures, according
to him, include the application of out-door
and indoor insecticide spray to destroy
mosquito’s breeding spots to minimise its
transmission of the discasc,

He said that community health workers
had also been trained to

enlighten the populace 1o ensure that
food items were not left uncovered while
doors should be shut for a period of two
hours after the spray of insccticides.

Other steps, he said, include the
engagement of experts to analyse the
mosquitoes specie in the stale.

The experts will also study and identify
the mosquito species, its life pattern and
behavior in relation to the weather and
climatic condition of various
communilies in the state.

. “Thal exercise will allow for thorough
examination and studies of the
mosquitoes as well as analyse the type ol
insecticide to be used for effective control”,

Dr Yakubu Shirama, the Medical
Director, Alkaleri General Hospital,

Bauchi, corroborated the stalement
Executive Secretary.

He said that emphasis was now on
prevention rather than cure as part of a
;:umprt‘l‘lcnsivu strategy Lo ensure tolal
eradication of the diseass.

Shirama, a surgeon, attributed the
mcessant malaria manifestation Lo poor,
untidy and unclean environment, which
provides soft breeding spots for
mosquitoes.

But to rid the state of malaria, the
medical doctor suggested communication
and behavioural change 1o make the
preopledevelop a pusitive atiitude loward
pood sanitation and hygicne.

“Effective environmental campaign is
necessary o make the people keep clean

and healthy environm

“Thal way, we can destroy mosquitoes’
oreeding poiits and control mialaria”,
shirama said

maedia practitioner:
cammunity awai
m people’s atiitude 1o
clean environment.
Ina Communique after the wor
the journalists called
povernment lo re-intraduce monthly
environmenlal sanitation exere i
equip environmental and

il

sanitaticn

The journalists also advised the
povernment to ensure pood town
planning and construction of drains
way of building a healting environ
st the ui il




